 kmibay, Juwy 5, 1991 Aty

4 amrles quuthammer '
“A Rash of
Consplracy

‘Theories

- When do we dig
..up Bill C’asejff’

“* 'Well, they dug up the bones of Z
. chary Taylor 12th president of

" United States, toprwethathedldnot
die at thie hand of God but at the hand of

% By 5.

. conspirators. Some historical novelist

got it into her head that Old Rough and
‘Ready was not the sort to die of gastro-
. enteritis and that his death was just too
,'convementiorthepm—slaveryforcesd
the day. Finding arsenic in Taylor’s
- earthly - remains, it was ‘held, would
'recastmedeWarastheproductofa
" few unknown men who prevented the
liberal Taylor, a man heretofore net
-known-as a giant among presidents,
fromoopummththeunderlmgmuses
:oftheCwﬂWar
. Would that history were so neat It
' mnt.AndZacharyTaonrwasntnmrv-
" .dered. So the chief medical examiner
of Kentucky informs us, 141 years
. after the fact. The trace amount of
-'-arsenmfoundmhzmwasnotmughm
lnllamm.lse : S 11
- . Infact, Taylorwastikelylnﬂedby];:ﬁ
! doctors Before the 20th century, doc-

. tors spent mostdtheirtnnebleedxﬁéﬂ

, blistering and feedmg (what. we now
- know to be) poisons to their already
debilitated patients, a bizarre ritual that
for centuries was known as medicine.
That is what they did to Taylor when he
- came down with gastroenteritis after
* consuming iced. cherries and milk on a
.- steamy. Fourthofluiy.,

But there is no romance in hemg
- inadvertently killed by your doctors. And
" no satisfying sense of injustice at discov-

_ ering death by natural causes. Hence thie
- “eternal quest for the satisfaction that

- comes from conspiracy uncovered, Tay-

lor’s indecorous disinterment is only the

most- bizarre example of the currért
quest for conspiracy, We are in the midst
of a wave of conspiracy theorizing: - -

@ Former Carter aldeGarnyckdauns
that in 1980 the Reagan campaign con-
spired with the ayatollah to keep thae
“hostages in Tehran past election day’

~ Many Democrats believe that if S:ck Ts :

right, the 1980 election was stolen, -
:m A best-seller, “Silent Coup: The Re-

moval of a President,” claims that War

tergaaewasanelabomteomspnacyto

- dethrone an innocent: Richard -Nixon in-

y’olvmgsmnecfhlsomoperatmes(nota-

Mexmderﬂmgmdloiml)ean}'

tTwoprmcesofHd&w&o&,@snrm
" ners Kevin Costner’ and Oliver Ston:;:;Ef
are working on a hlg-scmmverswq
‘the Kennedy -assassination ‘that: report-
. < edly ‘paints’ a -vast:conspiracy. mvolvmg

- the CIA, FBI, Pentagon, Dallas police,
- :Secret Service, b:gbumnessandLyndon
_-'Johnson.']heylndtogetl{ennedyout
_.of power before he could—if this s
* Stone, what else?—end the Vietnain
. 'War. Notmﬂyddeswaldnotdoﬁ.

alone. He d:dn’tdortat_alL ’I‘hemov:e

hero, played by Costner, 1s New Uricaus
dJSmctattomeann Garrison, who once
did bring a conspiracy case to trial in

- Louisiana. Itwasdm:ssedbythejury'

What do all these conspiracy theo-
ries have i in common? They delegltam-
ize what appear to be constitutional
transitions of power. They imply that
'Reagan, Johnson and even poor Millard
Fillmore came to power, and Nixon
was deprived of it, not by normal

" ‘democratic process but by plot.

-And now, as if to parody the r.rend.- |

;. comes news that Louisiana - authorities

havedecndedtodtgupmebodyofﬂuey

Long’sassassmBysmdymgxtsﬁo('}
. bullet Holes (defivered, at the scene, by
* “ Long’s bodyguards), theyexpecttoﬁnd
----outtherea]lyd:ditorlﬂ.ong'sbody
- guards did. Remember, Long was vow-
: mgtochaﬂengeFDRfothepremdemy.
,-_:W]xyiseverymmmtahngﬂf"m

- medicine will solve the mystery. -
: %atlssooddaboutthxsrashef

clauns that various American presiden-
“tial transitions were illegitimate is that

America has produced the most durable

*and orderly system of transferring pow- _

ermhlstorymidyetghosts

.. appearing warning of murder most foul '
. Why is it that Americans are so ready to

believe we-transfer power like the Bor:

gias, though with somewhat more guile?

The most reasonable explanation for

~ this eruption™ of ‘odd thinking is coincis .

dence. This is always the s4fest and most

h’leelyexplanatmnforanycon;mchnnof
curious circumstances, the periodic clus-

. tenngofplanecrashes,ﬁnrexample

Notsat:sﬁed?]fwearegomgtogu

."beymdcmnmdeme then we must speak

ofundedymgcaus&;.lnsocmu&s,asm.

+ “individuals, paranoia arises when a world
--:V:&Whas&tploded&ﬂd&:ﬂﬂlﬁnﬂﬂitd-

lectual structure—preferably conspirato-

. rial—is needed to fill the void and explain
" the world.' Parancia comes' with ‘disori=
: entmg cultural and ideological disintegra~

tion: Consider Germany at the collapse of

. Weimar and Iran at the fall of the shah. ..,

* Or-America i the 1960s and 19703‘

- when, for example, Cambridge, Mass.
.sported a full-time outfit called the As:
~ sassination Information Bureau., Sotial
" convulsion ‘would explam the risexof
" *conspiracy theories then. But now? The
- Qﬂsarehardlyanmeofmﬂturalrevolu-
- --tion. Bush’s: America is quiescent to the
. "peint-of coma. Whytherashofconsplra-
. . cytheories? -

- Why, canspiracy, of cwrse, There
. .are people who wish us ill. They must
., know that the quickest way to debilitate:

~a society is to turn it paranoid. His
- -anyone checked the water? Was that

+ really benzene in the Perrier?

Whoaremeseshadowcharactera. 2

We can_mnever be sure about thesé
_ - things. -But_my gumsrstheMedelIm
. cartel, Inconjuncnonw:ththejews of
" course. ~ Orchestrated” by Bill Case'i"

When do we dig-him up? -



