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OPINION
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THE POLITICAL

Rorschach Test

What Americans think about
the Kennedy assassination
reveals what they think
about their government
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WASHINGTON
ow we make sense af the

came to have his head blown off in broad
daylight, we must choose among the

way power is exercised
‘The events of Nov. 22, 1963, have thus
become a kind Lest

The histary of the Kennedy assassina-
tion in the American is a
of shifting hopes and fears In

chronicle

Kennedy's death, Americans have seen a

cathartic test of national resilience or a
e of Giumphant, coe-

K ‘s death, h er imp e,
reveal the tradition of mistrust of the
established order.

That's no small part of the reason why
Stone and conspiracy rists are criti-
cized 30 fiercely today. Those who believe
Oswald acted alone are not only defend-
ing the anti-conspiratorial theory ad-
vanced by the Warren Commission. They
are also defending the credibility of senior
U.S. government officials, the integrity of
U.S. law enforcement and intelligence
agencies and the capabilities of the na-

it} The lone-gunman theory of Kenne-
dy's death, in its own way no less
implausible than some of the conspiracy

Miszing,” which turned on mortal peril to
the President In these narra-

3

plots and arehestrated deceit might char-
acterize the highest levels of U.S. govern-
ment was shown to be plausble, if not
realistic. Fear of conspiracy was legiti-
mized The Kennedy asmsssination be-
came the inspiration for 2 darker vision of
US. public life, especially in

Alan parancid




o o
“Mod [rsotendnuoo Jo savsy T 30 SN
~MINFU] [BUDHIEU N0 U] JUIPHUCD Yipm

P9} 2q PINOYS Uofy Apouuay

us_ebeioﬁ.aﬁe__avsgs.,
) 9430 2ENBIDG UL FIOYE [B30] ) POy,

Y MOWY ,UCD 94 D51IEISq 5391 PIAlos

~3TUN FUTEIAL LMD SY) JO SIS YL,

"K1018 wROLIOUIY AY) O) ATERd juBJaLDd

Euﬂﬂa_uﬁzsnﬁssu:ulu_ﬂus,
® 6] Y[, 8,9U0)5 0) 809, 9U} JO BJAAOU .
05 woyj uopeuEresEE Lpau’

joq-
993 3 jo UORERIVE1 FANSULTILY Y],

W AITEA NRIIYOY
- Jo asuag ayy nq B_._o_.i pue ey
Jo BERUI BPUIP A j0u ‘Bsn0d Jo ‘jopd
dy) 10U B1,, ‘BBGT Ul I104m OI[ACL,, BBIEQ
uac._- paflaasiun uﬂeﬂn BBy TEUM,.
! ., Bid jo.

1
dloaly

kog o 40 Teheneq ..b.assu $a pefes | 30 Ot oy gaﬁ.ﬁ ay) jo | angnd o 9L, Buplmgop Wi such | SAanEIUsaIday Jo MNOK A1 ‘LLET UI
-up picjeajdeuod jEjuURUWIMOD-hue -Jo | Aremsaajuue o) JO UOPRIOWAWNLIOD | 348 M, PRSP Apauuay 11aqoy o) apre ‘BaAlanap )| ujEsEeEe ) Mol vopawry
359__515 PU BUpILAs 9Y) 68 PUASQ | YL 24 A30eq) uenrund auo| syy | JOULIC) BUO ‘gEGY UL 9@ [wonjiod BuCY | JUIPEIIP E ,I9ALQ XEL, UL BPIO[E
,,'8aqy], ‘lsacu Supes-waq | paounouosd pue uomspunwo uauiem ey | -Suiysep Suoure 18es) JE—adouapluod jo | 2 uf osay € dn spuim ‘afedwes Apoojq e |

.-...E._Jvn_ ung Ying L[ueesun ai) PloAR | pIUTUIEXD-3d ‘BE.. o1, ‘uonejafey-jlee | poow meu a aured eia uefeay o YIM Jaye ‘pue slawosnd pue dud s aympsoad

01 198q 9] PP 18 Axnbuj jo nOEIUW0d | [eteqy] JO L) eEwed IOYIOUE FE PIMIIA : o FONIH Uo 11 T8 M PlHop, Bunod a1 uo puanl uI A ‘IVjALRg |-
Tepuepieead v v jlasm g ‘sueqn) onge) | L|Bueatou; ses Lotepwead sy jo ap | Supweyq eq i ha_: ‘uosde) Auuyof | 12a095 oYl Aq pariEemyy 8} NG NEPIPUED
-[ue puE spEnuRl uoneweseeee Supmy | -Japun ey Jo.uofEuEXS (RO ‘enfoa | paqid ‘moux nok Bunn (xepN,, wspuAd | oyy syjms siaed), csueSols ssajfujuesw |
-vaj Avexdsuco Teda}-wrpm Jemue; Appo | o) yoeq adem Adftod ufjeaoy aawseadse | an ..855..&8 Kjuo yeyy Bujpuyy e—a1q | suocuy u .= SaNN STTH MOp M pray
ug payEaAll JEjE BOUOY- sy, ey | pue e euphdsets’ 8,4p W wg sdom  siojeadsucs ann-£Ap 1oy

...955842 Fem away Adugdimeod oy 'L “Japanul §, Apeunie)] 1o} eqqisundsal 184} PIPNIUCD BUOYBUISIEERY UO aoz_.: uj saaayjaq uﬁ_ Ul 8134 82_. 2_ “ANIOM | -
" -esIBAJUUE ICZ Y ‘BRGL AT ‘IoasmOl s uostad auo UML) BI0W paAdjaq suedj | -wo) Fedads esnopy A1 ‘GLET vl ‘uonwu | uBwedwes Lnaad e uo ysnid v sdopRasp |

“UDBUIBINGHY 1) INOGE “| -JAWY Jo %08 PUNO] fjod 8MaN DHV /1804 | -isvessm bﬂ::uﬁ a1} jo uonelnsaAul 2 | Y UdyA “uohiesaqy jo sayoD snods aye
_._o:_z_..ouAn uo . .E?Eqn_ gfpau | uorBupysem £E6T, .V U0y ipax Lq yuaunLiaaod Jnoqe weuks. | ‘means ayy jjo 128 aymnsoad Funof v djay
-uay noge wifmeou o __?uo.u. qq_s .5.2 3y} IN0qE IaAd We' —-...__.xuux- u!._s.EE jo ueoa aaeatad 2y o _uovcoau! 14 wezj panupEe)

E_Eom Eouo:co m mﬂzonmaom mom:o §E< :UOT)RUISSBSSY




