' 12/28/91
Jear “hip,
L've written a letter to tevin Costner in the hope that you'll be able %o get it
to hiu, - hope by handing it to him so he can ask you whutever tuestions he night like

to ask.

That it touk me tuo duys to write this indicates hov busy I am staying, partly in
trying to perfect the hbstprical recprd on thhs exploitation and commercialization,
tartly on the usual,aél& although none serious, partly on nedical capuoiniments. Yes—
terday they required four trips into town and took about that many hours. Blood tests,
physical therapy, minor surgery on infected toe and tetting the antibiotice for it.

I'11 be attaching a copy of what I've written Coutner for tuo reasons. It wo ld not
be fair to ask you to deliver anything about which you are lept ifnorant and so that if
he wants to ask any questions you won't be wasting: his tine to have to read the letter
for z}l\_— Tirst tine.

~f you do not have copies of my Stone correspondence make the copies when you are
here. I suggegt that you have them with you if you can get *o see Costner.

I hope you've clipped the i Times and trade press on the rovie. La is an area from
witich I've not been sent any clipiings, rather unusual because I had been getiing elipiings
frow Viriety und The “ollvwood E_’;eporter. But not for seversl months now.

I'n hoping tiat Dave will be here during -he collepge break and at a tiue when the
tWo of rou cin get together.

Best,



Tu27 0X¥d Heceiver lioad
Frederick, d. 21702
12/26/91

Dear #r, Costner,

This Lletter is prompted by the concerns today's Washington Post (attached) says you
expressed to the lashville Tennesseun. sMticipating that you and others in the JFK cust
would have or would develop concerns I sought yuite some time ago to obtain your and ®
few other addresses, without success,

Over the holidug period I expect a visit from a young friend Jjust starting in your
business.If he is able to deliver this in person to you 1'11 ask hin to ask you if he
may remain until you finish reading it so that yvou nay question hin about me if mou'd
like to. He is a JFk-agsassination subject expert as a consequence of the vork he did
for his naster's thesis. Ve met when I helped hin with it. It won him CINE's Golden
Eagle in the history diviasion.

Your words that I quote reflect that rou were deceived and misled in several ways:
"411 those documents which the govornuent sealed until 2029 should be op:ned now so
tiat we can know what happened.”

Until rather late, when the movie was about completed, Oliver Stone usedu differ—
ent fornulation. He promoted himself gnd his movie by representing thut all governnent
JFK ussassination records were suppressed. He then used the yenrs 203Y and said that the
LUIa could suppreess its records almost into perpetuity.

I believe he changed his formulation after he lesrned the truth from one of two of
my friends who have caunpsigned for the disclosure of the records of the ﬂouse Select
onmuitteé on dssassinations and that while not retrqeting lhis eaflier fulse representa-
tions enphasized these. I'1l return to this.

I wrote Stone first “ebruary 8, when L read thut he mmounced that his movie would
be based on Garrison's "Un the Trail of the Assassins." Fron personal expericnce I imew
that was the one trail Yarrison never took. I spent nuch tine in New Orleans seeldng
to learn more about Oswald. Toward the end it was cancentrated on damsge control, to
prevent (succes:fully) what would have beeny his most incredible concoction of a non-
existing conspiracy with which he intendedp' to commenorate the fifth assassination aimi-
versary. He was going to charge a nan he knew had killed himseld in Nes Orleans in 1962
with being a Grassy lguoll assassin in 1903! among other things!

This, in more and suBficient detail is ineluded in rny Pebruary 8 letterx to Ytone.
If you do not wan: to asit tone for what I wrote him and what he did with it, if anything -
ag you'll see, this was guite soue time before he started shooting -the friend * hope will
be able to deliver this to you will have copies for you, if vou want them.

I tlink you will see that although I did try to get his attention, I also offered to

help him of:'ering vhatever documentafion he wanted and %o respond to (questions.



Garrison's book is a big lie, a fraud and a travesty. \liarrs' is an inconpetent
and I think subsidized joke.)

Tet from it “tone aslso ammounced that he vould be recording their history for the
people, telling them vho kidled their Bresident, why and how.

Thed after soue tine I was given a copy of % .e script. It was not, as Stone alleges,
stolen. When L read it I decided that Stone's f¥aud and travesty required exposure. This
was not, as he alleged, a consviracy between the CIa, its alleged kept reporters and The
Establishnent media. It was one enfeebled man of 78 who believed, fron his previous ex-
pericnce, that an accurate story vould nmean a continuing story.

(47 previous experience is that of a reporter, investigative reporter, Scnate
investigator and editor, and wartine -0B3 - intelligence a.nulyst.)

Tyere was never a time when : 11 governmen‘:f records were withheld. The adrchives
made those of the Commission's records it believed it could under the lav available as
rapidly as it could process then. I printed sone in facsimile in enrly 1966.

After the Freedon of Information adct becume law I started using it. It was amended
in 1974 over one of my JFK assassination lawsuits, to open FPI, CIa and sinilar files.
Before inpaired he:lth prevented my continuing these efforts I obtained and told “tone
I had and he could use about a qunrtem_c;f a million pages. lle nonetheless continued
to protest that they were all withheld until 20739,

I there is any basis for his use of this date it is in relation to the Loumission's
récords vlich some ol the nuts he refers to as "respected researchers" have been spouting.
4t least 200 cubic feet of those records have Leen available for several decades.

literally, no records are g_mrggg;e_@.i‘i‘;ey could not be at least since 1974, when
h specially the FHI and the CIA,

e
25
mizuse FOILA's exemptions but many more than the 250,()&)9‘ I have had for rore than a decade

FOTA was anended over one of wmy lawsuits. The agenecices,
=)

are available and once processed are automaticnlly available to anyone who requests then,
inleuding Oliver “tone, who did not. le did not have ho- I make them available to all
'.-rrurte._rs, unsupervigsed and with the use ol our copier, as everyone vorking iz#he filed
knows. But the exemptions thenselves are oroper.

Ug you think, for exauple, that the FBI or the CIa should disclose a re ort in vhich
Yohn Yones says that Kevin Costner and Qliver “tone are homosexuals? Or are deadbeats?

Those I have always regarded as "the House assassins' are not suppressing their records.

There is a law that requires fongressional committees' records not be made available
for 50 .yaurs. 'J.‘he second of the pair of friemd: I refer to above, ‘“ark #llen, and L both
mdde FOIA requests for those rcords. line was more inclusive but health prevented ny filing
suit. The friend was had been my lawyer filed suit for allen. The louse itself sent its
lauper to invoke the law, the court su:ﬁ;t\ni.ued hin, and the recorws of the Uouse comrdittiee

itself thus are not disclosed. But the records it ot from federal sgencies are disclosed.



It is one of “+tone's many cock-und-bull swories, probably picked up fron that strange ’
asvortment of fexperts" most of whon are anything but that, he refers to as respected,
which they are not except by fellow nuts.

lior:over, it amounts to fraud for hinm to give you or anyone else to believe that
with the disclosure of she small fraction that remains wivhheld "we can learn what happened."

Here, as in many other areas, ~tone could have improved his film vastly and made it
honest rather than doshonest il he had used the records I got fron the government. They
leave it witiout question, fronm the highest levels to the FBI street agent, that it was
never the intint to investigate the crime itself and it never was.

I believe but am not certain that a selection of these are among the records I have
given Chip Sg@hy, who I'm going to ask to get this to you. He will, if you want then,
give you copies. If he does not have then. I'll send some.

in short, Stone pgegan with the intentjto exploit and commercialize and in doing this
he used many people of good reputation, iqyﬁuﬂing you. He took for this one project the
name #Canelot." He titled the picture which is not about the Preusident "JFK." He went
through that well-publicized rigaramole of altering and repainting the USBD and the theater
not beceause that was necessary becnuse it wasn't. Ifguve the vorld the inpression that
Stone voild even fight and make enemies to be able to be completely fidithful to fact.

He did, litera.ly, trade on your name and that of others when he was criticized,
like do you think Kevin Costner would huve :nything at all to do with a muvie that was
not hone:t? The same with some other names, and + have this, including as written by him.

There was a magnificent opvortunity for & man of Ytone's considerable talents if he
had been honest, to begin vith or vhen warned, if he had filmed the truth and not begun

uith and persisted on a disinformation, a Warrcn.&bport from the other side.

He and CGarrison are alike in having trouble telling the truth by acecident ufen.

Avide fron what I}gtoldgtone about Gar:.‘ison]{:s book I annotated a copy of it for a
aollege—p;ofessor friens, Dave \lrone, Yniversity of Visconsin, Stebens ¥oint, I borroved
it back and have it. But Wrone can give you an authentic scholar's opinion on all of this.
So also can Gerald lNeKnight, history professor at local Hood “odlege, also a subject
expert and the man who will be in charge wvhen all ny records, more than or cloee to
60 file cabinets, plus countless boxes, become a free public archive there, with no
quid pro quo. \This is to say that all these records which are and have been avail%ﬁble
nfg% vears will be available forever to any uriter or any person of sarious interest, )

it as:I hope this reaches you and if you think any of your fellow-actors are in-
terested please Teel free to give them copies and fto tell them thut "as to the degree I
am able I'll respond to their guestions as I will to yours, including with copies of yover-
ments that are identifiable. I an not physicullysdﬂn to do the searching but I eXbeect to
have parttime student help for a while, Please excuse my typing. It cannot be any better.

I hope you are not damaged by this film. Vith all best uishes, Bargld Vieisberg



afterthought: I should have made cleur that Yyone bepgan his movie's promotions
by telling the world that in it he wodd be recording their history for the people,
telling them who killed their President,vhy and how. “his is clearly not a deseription
of fiction. it is non-fiction. In fiction he has a ripht to say anything he wants. But
in non-fiction he does not have any right to rewrite our history and then demand that it
not be subject to eriticism until criticism is pointless, tou late.

after ny Jjetter and after he knew George “ardner was vorking on a siory Stone per-
sisted in pretty much this samve false deseription of hiu movie. As recently as a few days
ago he was still meffer-ding to it as history amd to hinself as historian.

after he knew the truth he was still lying +o d!.:f\lj@d.ﬁ his use of Garrﬁon's fouud-
ulent self-justification und his movie, Une swall detail is his insistent that Clay Shaw
wag identified officialdyx as vioridng for the Ula. The only official admission is that in
comaon with millions of other admericans, he Hasin contact with the CIA's domestic—-contact
division. This is the norm universally and does not make 4 spook out of +hose who have

normal intelligence information, purticularly econorde and business --related,
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Burl Ives Sheds Big Daddy’s Suit

Actor and singer Burl Ives has given the
suit he wore as Big Daddy in Tennessee
Williams’s “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” to his
alma mater, Eastern lllinois University, in
Charleston, Il The 82-year-old Ives played
Big Daddy on Broadway and then in the
movie version that starred Elizabeth Taylor
and Paul Newman.

The suit will be housed in the Burl Ives Art
Studio Hall along with other memorabilia
from Ives's career.

Costner’s Second Thoughts

Actor Kevin Costner, in an interview pub-
lished this week in the Nashville Tennessean,
says he almost turned down the starring role
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BURL IVES

in “JFK.” His concern for the feelings of the’
Kennedy family caused him to hesitate, “but I
were too important not to be said, even.
though I still am uneasy about that,” Costner.
said. “I sincerely hope the family will appreci-.
ate that.” -

Costner plays New Orleans District Attor-
ney Jim Garrison, who claims to have uncov-.
ered a right-wing military conspiracy to assas-
sinate the president. Costner says he doesn't
believe all of director Oliver Stone’s views,
but he does believe there was a cover-up. “Alt
those documents which the government
sealed until 2029 should be opened now sor
that we can learn what happened,” Costner

said. -
—Compiled from staff and wire reports-
by Eric Brace



