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THE RELEASE OF OLIVER

- Roman Catholic and none had ever

ANTIHERO== ON THE EVE OF

STONE’S CONTROVERSIAL
NEW FILM, JFK, MICHAEL
PAKENHAM INTERVIEWS HIM
ABOUT DEATH, THE MOVIES,
AND ROCK’N’ROLL. == He was a

reached the White House. At 43, he was
young enough to scare old men—the
powerful. He faced Richard Nixon, smart,
tough, older, floating high on the sweet, easy
years of Eisenhower. =8 John Fitzgerald
Kennedy was elected by one of the nar-
rowest margins in U.S. political history.
Then everything changed. == He stepped
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ful place—and have a de

vember 21, 1963, ar 4

o the presidency the way 4 shamp brocie cin

Freshen a o August dav i Ceoran. Amencas
ar (eemed cleamer, clearer Fle was unny. He
hishblcd with enerpy dnd decency. There was a
109 i ham ehae got Feotsore men and women
walkog jiree about two-and-a-halt b above
the pavesiear. A mak-tough politictan, he maisied
that public serviee 16 the noblest of all lives, Flegor
angry with people who abandoncd hope. Every
anc of you, he viunted
Amencs and peoples be-
yood, every one of you
ean make this world
Finer, baiter, more beau-

haons mune dotog iz And
thiey cami 1 believe im,
with 4 pemt-ip passiomn.
This waas a spomgniome for
aviliration.

Then, a1 W minurcs
alter high noon on No-

dead while e made love
10 & crowd from an open

car,
He was mourned ac

very lunely pillows, icars

Howed amd would not stop. More strecrs; schonls,
and sons were waned for him than prolably oy
body ever save the Chinaian holy Lamily,

To salve John Kemnedss murder, Proosndent
l.yn&m Tobmson nppnmml a commpsion of the
naron’s most senor figures, undee the
ehairmanshap of Chict Justice Earl Wanien, the
man who, more tham any other, had made mod-
em American law liberal.

Afrer ten menthy of toliing and studying evi-
dence, the commusaon cancluded that the sole,
lome asvascan was Lee Harvey Oswald, 4 compli-
cared, pathetic character wha, whale i Custindy
annd still denying he Killed Kennedy, had been shot
dead, two days atrer the assasinanon. w tull pub-
lic view, by a sleazy nightilol operator mamed
Jack Ruby, who hineself dicd soon afier iy prison.

For a wounded, berelt nanon, the Owald sols
non was comfortable, Life went on, The Johnson
prnu-l:ucr soarcd, mn! IM: larer, it shpped and

wps of Victam.,

(.-udullfy tbrdunhnabmu Kennedy's death
grew. The carlicsr were dismissed as the whings
a!wlhualwpwmmwmuwwhm ol para-
ovids. Bot slowly, the m became muore

Labs hetter sub sated, Hlumdreds of sen-
ot . 4 aeHur comminiee mvestigsnon by
the ULS. Congress, prosccutars. scholars,
huffs”—<came 10 reject the Warren: Conamisee
sinn's conclusiom, A controversial, solaide dis-
trict attormiey m New Ovleans, Jim Garrison, put
together a prosecution on o theory al comspuracy
mvolving dogens of people, with deep 100t in
government and power. Theee was one treal, of a
man wamed Clay Shaw, who was wwftly
acquitted.

That is the context of the release of JFK, a film
wrtten and ditected by Ohiver Stone. A press

mmapmmmm
and Sitwy ipacek playpng his wile

e, the movie was already a bitier conovorsy,
although nobody bur Stome ancl i handiol of sudes
knew what was in it Previowsly, Stone won an
Academy Award for writing the woreenply for
Mudurghe Express and twa more Oscars loe di-
vectimg Phucion and Dorw on the Fourth of July.

SPIN Executive Fditor Mickacl Pakenbiam,
who covered Kenmedy as 3 Washington corre-
sponudent, went to Santa Monica, Caliform, tir
talk wih Stone. They
met i a small, undocor
ared conference soom
amiid a sprasd of une
marked oifices thit were
the cdiming facilines for
JFK.

seme Where were you
when Kennedy wad shot?
Otiver Stone: | wiay m
Pottstown, ennsyhama,
atthe Hill School. [ was 1
Sentor, and e me thae
whole day was like the
movie P vafe; We'll als
‘ways remember the hum:
dram. They dripped the
bomb and then they cnt
10 all these chors of New
Yirk City and- all the
prople just sort of walk-
g around feading pr
geons. Just doing the
normal muondane things. And then the workd
sogrs. | was sicting i a chair, eeading 5 book
bevween clastes. A kid comes i, Iy somewhae
like o the movie when [Kevin] Costiner hears
. The bl comes in and he's in the doorway and
e save,  The Preadent™s bevn shot. Dallas, Five,
fen) mmnatds age “Why? Whie happoned? b
he deadi™ “No, He's por dead. He wars hit o
the hesd bt s senons, vou know™ Ir
wis something like thar. We were all shocked.
Aml then when § was i Texas 1 heard the op-
posite stooes down Sourh. Thar kids i schools,
w chassroomy—this was ol o we—why,
ane waman said she was the only one m the classs
rowm that was disgusted and evervbody elie in
by class in Texas cheered when he died.

see: You're snll editing
JFK. Whar will @
contam?

stone: We'te coming
vut on December 20, It
will bve 3 lyeng fibm, Te's the
Oswald sy, Ie's the
Canmon swry. Its the
W.nlnm D.C.' mil-
wry-indusrrial-complex
soev. It's got the hegin-
nmgs of the Vietnam
Wi Is gommg w be -
ewined with all these so-
ries paraticling each
(

sz The muajoriey of
SPIN'S readers weren't
burn when Kennedy was
killed. Why should a his-

lian, sy, s brother's sssassmation; or Malcoln
X's—or Fresidene MeKmley's, o that maner?
Stona: Well, Ithank Lick Kennedy was the st
aline of progressive leaders that were killed in the
19004 Martio Luther King, [e, and Robere Kens
ey followed and theee is 4 patvern there, These
people were ot killed by lne mmts. Une has 1o
wrave the umdertyime parrenn. And if one does, uoe
begine to undersrand the “6is wais the vemnal
decade for the ™M, what's gving on now. I our
leaders hadn't been Killed we woudd be m a diffee-
ent warld aow. For example, | don't bebieve we
would have been in Viemam. Jack Kennedy
would mever have sent combat troops (6 Nam.
And Vietnam fed ro Nivon. B led w0 repression
andd tear: It lod vo x breakdown of law and order m
this commiry, It lad 1o cconomic recession, pover-
o It e 10 the eruptions of the 70 It led 10 the
Fear that gave us Reagan i the ‘80s. 1t all ties back
From the D05 o the 605 Yo have 1o realize thar
Dan Chuayke, who is my age, 15 now coming inte
power. And e will be a leader. Hemay very well
be our next Pesident, And hig llunHa; was
shaped n the '60s. 5o the ‘ol is not

el e nor a pure history. s very real. 1o is dhe
Bases for o' thinking in the "Wo¢

s What's 3 young person with considerable
wovrnce o the Kennedy story gomg o rake
from the film JEK?

Stone: A serch for the trath. The spinis of search.
for the outh. We can’t bring Kennedy back. 'm
not g e say thiat Kennady wae tonally the
Camcloe warrior prerired. He was 3 rough Ias-
tard n polinics, and he foughe dity. He had a side
life, a sordid wde life. Not sordid, but romaaric,
rospmantic attairs ami Bassoms, He had Mafia con
veenond through he Baber. And he was 2 back-
door fighrer. He was targenng vorng districts for
dollasy, for deferse dollars, jose like any ather
Presulent davs, He was sccused of dcaling the
cection in West Viegma and i Hioos. Yoo
knviow, you can't ideadize hum and suuplify him,
You've gt to loak through the surtaces of the of-
Heral myth that he was Killed by one lone nut n
Diallas a¢ given to us by the Warren Commission.
Wit we've learned, through my éra, is thar we
can’t tewst the govermment. We did oot the goy-
crnment m the 19505, When Eisenhower spoke (o
ns, we trsted Tim. We twsred s speeches and
what he had wo say. Right
up anul 1963, | dhink,
that was the day that we
started 1o switch off,
sP1e: Sa what & an en-

stone: To scarch for the
wruth. To tunk for him-
sl And not to truse the
oftical body of knowl
n&c that’s passed on n

Klﬂ:tmwmﬂr
prumary texts i school,

pnl‘nphs. with Earl
Warren, Jack

wey  mavie about  his
death be more imp

Jackie, Lee Oswakd, and
Lyndoa Johnson, That's




allhey ger. Ie's casy 1o bebieve 11 wiss puit 2 1ragie
acerdent Lke a masn bewg hut wr a car acaudent ora
lightsing bolr. This 15 not trie. Politics 15 power.
There was a coup derar. Tlus happened i iy
comrrtry. And they lune o hnos whiy. They have
o sderstand what the Amencan government
really is. Wit the political process realiy s Wit
the extablvhment really is. | hope this movie does
that, hope it cxplains some of v Iy can't explan
all-of i, bur we can suarr.

spwe: Your filars often san 1 be abyt you,
How is JEK sbout you, and whae did President
Kennedy mcan 10 30w s a persomil expenencer
Stames To me, e wins the godlather of my gen-
eration, He war the most stirring fieure, We were
coming of mez. We were all botween fourteen and
rwendy, | guess, ‘ar twedve md twenty, We were
the baby boom generatun and e wos of us, he
was young. Afice 1o vears of Encnhower and
Truman—the old men. Eversbody in govern

ment seemed 10 be old—mustiches and white
hair. So Jack Kennedy with hus beantiful wife was
the New Man: A sywbil o freedom. He dida't
wear a hat, s hair was blowing in the wind. He
had beamtiful haie. Grear sanle. Corear Trish defiv

cry, Great cheroric. Grear speaker.

spre There wak, after the assassiution, a sense
of an apocalypuc fall from grace 1 oothing chic, a
fot of evil followed —the ather assasconanons and
then Victnum and then Watergiate. Do you sée
thie sequence of essennally ol acts and faces in
the LS. as part of o fabnc growing from the
sssassiaton?

Stone; The most vinister thing that happenied
wias that on the day of the tuneeal, [Prasident Lyn

dom] Johwson mer with (U5 ambassador ro
South Vietnamy Henvy Cabior| Lodge, Wihale ehs
was goame on, he went msude and hod 3 meenng
with the generals and with Lodge, whi had juse
o back frimn Viemao, and they aiked about
the policy, And e Teft no doubt whiarcoever thae
b was non aing 16 take ame mun ot of there, He
said, Fro oot gomng wr let Vicomam go the way of
Chana, winch was escalating war rall. Kennedy
never ised that Kind of tadk. Seddenly we are i
valved in covort ops, which means haacally ClA
back at thar old ball game, wniding men o
< srage tor the Gulf
of Tonkin iendent m 1964 schich was this
wholly staged evil imentent. A tie was told o the
Amenican poblic saymg thar tha dhup was ar
tacked by Narth Vieonamoe. It was por. We
Know thar uow,

Then that got the vore of Congress. And you
knwrve the rests Fanesan, thest et ap the whale wae I
chink that there was & comspiracy 1 war m Sonthe
cast Asia from 1961 00 And | think thue they
weere very prised whin Kenuady did noe lee them
g0 into Laos on Aprl 17, 1260, There's 3 los of
maney tavidved here. Ulnmacely frve thonsand
helicoprers were made for Viernam, by Bell Helic
copter; which wis near hankruptey. There was
the whole ivsue of the TFX fughrer comtract,
which was 4 ccandal apparcatde. The moment
Juhnson came i office, the investipanon was

s Yoor sugestion o thar these people were
meerested in developing war essenially for profie
Ts s that simple of arc the mativations really deepe
er ar mare complex than dhar

Stone: Yeal, it'c aot a bunch of hankers Gymg,

“Well, we're goimg m pick 3 war
here” b docsn’s work quite that
way, bor they're intertwined.
Bavkery are mterrwined with mibi-
tary mien and have beon fir
BEDCTINOHNG,

seon: What do v estimare the
cleances are that the Kennedy as
sassation puzele will ever be de-

i ¢ and dncomtrovertibly
saily Or do you thak st by
brevn

stona: Well, T thimk o fot of rhe
facs were preny solid hack when
they first bappened, m deat po-
body ever really put it together
mn one crossword pozzle. We
had facrs from the left and from
rthe right. Bur 1"ve never see iz all
come together, really, 0 one for-
mat. I've tricd in the mosie th pat
wigether us many of the theones
and facts that 1 ocoukd, | don’t
Know it will be solved as to who

amd how. | think we can ask sehy Vo havw s esfinrmae wiio o illed by the sstatifshimest feusie fe seuie
and 1 think we can come wp wigh  chanae. And then v Rave an onfiwary cticen. s Jim fanison was.

sonte pretry good ameers, Kenpe-

dy was really muoving 1o end the cold war and sign
a nngléar rreary with the Soviers; he would not
I gone to warin Southeast Asia. e was stary

ing a backdoor negotation wirh Castrn. | just ba

sically go vo see if T can figure owt why [Kennedy
wors aesassenated], 1 thimk that's a5 far as we're
going 10 ger an chis stage, Unlas, anless, cortam
people come forth and ik that are sull alive, if
ther'te shve

sewn They dug up Zachary Tavlor this year, v
serde fovever a chemical hypothesis about the
cawse of s death—in 1550, He was not one of
our major Prevdents, Why is there still so much
conflice over the evidence o fioding ous how and
why John Kennedy died?

Stona: Heame of the govermment killed bim,
vou'd wany o knew whe. You'd wanr ro know
i's vour awn govermment, wouldn't you?® [ mean
thas 15 4 major thing. Ie's not just like a buach of

gangsters ot tigethier, Mafts puvs, and Lilled
Binte, e Casmrg Klld himn, oe Khrnshehey killed
Bt 11 i Facn it was owr government of part of
oor government or ostablichment, then i be
Cotncs sugnificant,

P You speak ofren of film as history and as
atfecung the vodvrstandimg of history. I vou
wold boave your chioice, whar officr would i
fillery fevo i on thee Comvenponal peréeptions of his-
vy i beoader sense®

stone: Well, it wonld show the first coup d'évar
m Amerca, that's for suec. | thmk thay in Evrope
they got thic pght aveuy |ilink the loragn prevs
was much more alert 10 the posdibilinies of the
change and transference of politeal powes m this
country (o way the American press;

What's husrarically smportant alour 3 onap
l'étar? It shows the natore of polincal power. fe
shows the people of the world the eature of the
Amencan governmont, the namme of the estab-
Bishment, whar it stands b what it fighumg
protecr. Whyar woutd Kall a man wha's Preadent,
why ot wiould feel threatened by a voung Fresi-
dent, 1o whas degree did be chrcaten. Whas woald
b bave caken from them?

e fon't thore 3 danger o cecung Jobin Kennedy
i pOInantic rerrospect, 45 o sorm of messiah figure
whan Amenca thar was in nced of 3 messiah? A
kind of 1 secular Jesus=

stone: | don't sei hom thar way atall Like | said
carhir, | saw himn 33 % savvy political amoal.
Frghrmg diety, inheron m many aspeces. Who's
Fighuirg with has brother Robore. His early moves
againet Castre 31z not particularly those of a
preagmany oxan that wants 1o get nd of ancenemy.
Fnsean bo'c mot dhiis Sir Galabod Bgure agall, | ses
Basn as thie won of Joc Kennedy, wheo was o Mafis-
wrtented thied from the 19206 who wanted w get
bns som clevred. Bur | da see Kennedy as changing
m office and maturing —a bis ke Gorbachey—
andd grow g ivto maore of 4 statesman than when
he staerod and wantng w change things. And |

commmusd on page B
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Jerry Richardson, the Fomball Club coach
seatenced 1o death for the murder of Stonpic
Mocketsks, consistently retuscil to shed any of
the burden of guile o Winnic, In Winnie's awn
trial this year, the judge convicted her baegely on
the basis of his owen bebicf that the Football Clab
bove would et have acred without bier bless-
ing —indeed, when the appeal comes up next
year her lawyers are planmog their strategy pre-
cisely around whae they have called this “infer
enrial reasoning.”

All i all, pechaps it is 10 the age-old concept
of the matriarch that her power i best under-
stood, A tarch wha can ipalare and
wonrrol for good o ill. When Winmie herselt
emerged Fiom court on the evemimg of May 13,
bavimg just heen promounced yuilty by Justice
Stegmann, dhie wore o broad smile of teiumph.
her fist wanved in a black puwer salure in re
spome 1o the muted crowd of barely 100 sup-
porrers. [t had 1o have been the most miverahle
mament of her life bur yon would nor have
guessed it 1o see her. Neloon Mandels, whe lasd
toyally taken the day otf from rending t the na-
fon’s wifairy to he by his wile's wide, oked as if
his mother had juse died.

The conmase—he in white ruincoat, she in
Black cuit—sald much ahour this mose il
imatched of mup:;. abour the difference m
their perceprions of reabity. This fragic specia-
cle, on dmmldm&yohhe"pwiﬁzhnw
burg, offered 2 veminder of just how teaunus,
“how fantastic, her geip an reality fad become.

FYHE AFRICAN NATIINAL CONGRESS AB A WHOLF

i ferded to inbabis 2 mythologieal eevolice
tonary world, fall of the moefs of “arined
steuggle™ and “popular insurrection,” no o
hats presented a more canicaneal specracle than
Wintnic Mandela. All fire and bombast, her po-
lirical image in recent vears hag rested om ap-
pealing 1w the cendeat, most facile instincts of
the adolewcents who provide the ANC with
much of us energy but xo hetle useful thought.

Always i impeccably pressed military fa-
tigues and matching cap and boots, her cusrom
Bas beenoro stand ap on platforms and ralk of
war, of wverthrowing the Bodes—lorever hor
desing om the snriwhite racism that ANC prnci-
ple abhors. She has panted and postured while
her grave hosband —the very pessanification of
the ANC with all ity present rroubles and is
worthy penaples of old - arempts 0 wresde
with the complex nitty grieey of polinical life in
South Meica, Never befime could a 73-year-old
mas whe has spent peardy half his life in prison

reme a ceremonral vole in the organization, It
would be weong to say thar this i
solely ve account of his wife—rhat be s 2 Sam-
son brought low by his Delilab— foe he has alsg
heen wved wathin the ANC as being uncom-
fortably autocratic i his leadership siyle.

Asm WHAT OF WINNWY OWN. POLITICAL FOR-
tunes: She remami a player, for the myith
does snll cndure, Or rather i eadures longer the
Farther away ome gere fram Sowetn, Indeed in-
the Juhannesbirg ares at large, where the Foore-
Ball Club’s impace has been folt dircctty, she has
bew frionds. This was the man reason why at
the congress of the ANC Women's League in
Apeid 1991 she was rosndly defeated e the
presidensial clection. But i fuly she wos elecred
o the ANC's 57-member National Fxecutive
Comavitee, despite furions lobbving against
ber by the Jubannesburg conringeor.

She s nor u powerful figure in the NEC, bt
shie does have positon, There age thove who ae-
e thar this i€ v it should be, that she morits a
place i the honar toll of Sonth Afnca's black
liberation swugle. Those who argue this mose
strangly ase those who knew her best i the "6l
and 708 and have not been close i ber i revem
years, have nor met the vicrime of her Fooiball
Club's vinlence, Nelson Mandels himsclt falls
sipuarcly in this <

He denved critical stremgth from her during
hus 26yeur ordeal in prison. As he wrote 1o her
i May 1979, “Had it not been for your visits,
wondertul lerters, and yoar love, 1 would have
fallen apare many vesrs sgo.” He was abio
aware of the conrage vhe had to shaw durmg
many years of continual parsccotion by the po-
lie, her own jathogs, and the banisbment 1

e It was alter she peoiened o Soweto
from Braodfort, w1983, thae the first signs
emerged that scomething invide hee had cracked.
She delivered a speech in which she urged ber
supporters o take their marchboxes and their
“necklaces”—car wres filled with gasoline,
placed around s vicnm®s neck, and yet afive —
e the white subisrbs. A yrar later she started
the Faatball Cluh.

Hler tansgressions since 1996 have cauved
great harm (o the ANG, for which many will
never forgive her. But some will. The Brinsh
writer Anthony Sampyon, who kacw the Man-
dolas well in the fifties, wrote this on the day
after Winmic's rrial endeds “There remans
some by her p t hgnomany
and ber pase glory, The workd's admirasion had
put her onan isolasted peak, crediting her wirh
ampossible virtues while her sense of immumiry

basve had 1o bear so imp ihly heavy a political
burden,

But he doees on his wile, She stond by him, a5
he sees ir, ducing his fong smpciconment, and
she cam do no weong. He lus suspended his rea-
son aml, blinded By lave, has ignared the howls
of protest from within bis owe movement.

Today he muy be payiog the price. The
ANC's top cr , eadically ressroctured
abter 4 big rational congress in July, has sought
1o dimmish My, Mandela's power and inflo-
ence. It wonld be premature ro write him ol
bur, having reigned almost supreme in the ANC
since his releuase from prison m February 1990,
the indicarians are that he will incroasingly as-

made her a Law maro bersell and broke her vwn
sell-contral, without the one man wha could
have restrained her,”

Fme scatim and not without some teath.

Tom Freston

ot Hom pays b8

mmd!;‘:n rough call. In the end, it's 2
preat ing ploy 0 get banoed by MTV if
you'ee famous, because you can sell a lot of tapes
and it creates comroversy. We probably could
have plaved ic, bue 1 sall chink it was 1 reasonable
decision given wha we are and wheee we are. We
played it Europe, we it Brand, bur the
Usired Seases has a big up about sex. There
isa't 3 week that goes by where there isn's same
community somewhere in this country uctively
seckmg w0 remove MTV from ire cable ervice.
can the (hannel.
T T
nately, 3 lor of these groups are more, like, change
’M_l. II' Al e ;Mi‘wﬂ
a video that would've been surtabie fur MTV; bus
we'l never aired a viden with any sudity in i be-
fore. People think of cable, they think of Show-
time and HBO. Thuse are cable services thar
people pay exary for to get mro therr house. A lor
of people didn'r get cable to get MTV; MTV goes
o & lot of people’s homes whi boushy cable 1o
et the Christian Hroad, AL "
se: s there any censorship you rogres?
Freston: Neil Young's video [ This Note's for
You ™[, Ul ey, it was 3 decision | pp r
but it wasn't because of censoeship. We had this
thing ahout noe chowing produces on videos, be-
they were offermg record tompames fifty thou-
xand dollars o pay for the viddeo f they'd let them
pmﬂn:irpmdnuiﬂll.&.l’tmini_eeﬂhgﬁi&
aur ne-product placement policy. But it was as-
pid, because cveryome thought, “Oh, they een-
sored Neil Young, the rock'n’roll hero, thise
uptight MTV corporate pigs,” and we got killed.
But we descrved 1o get killed. Anyway, it won
Best Video of the Year the nexe vear.
mHnWohmdumhntnldpmyletu
:::mlh;l out of videos, and how do you fed
w?

Fremton: We do as linle of it a5 possible, and it's
the thimmg we probably hke i do the lease. Here's
the trimg: on cadio;, of a disc jockey wants 1o sy
shar when he’s very excited, and it's 3 i
term, the saation will Jose ity FOC license. The
bottam line is nobody in-his anidience is gormg 1o
be offended, bue s 3 violation of the law, The
radior sanien may feol bad abour i, bu thoy ad-
here it in order 1o stay oa the aic. And the fact of
the mateer is, i order for us (0 stay on the sir, we
‘;:c u‘tm o Jocal televisinn standards.
can ity of have profamty and
b2 clshurg w&y_ e stay
seim: What woald it take for s brand-new act
ket its viddeo on MTV if there wasn't a big record
cumpany push?

But My, Sumpson and other apolagists of Wig-
nic’s might change their tune were they 1o come
facr 1o Lace with Mr, Sano, Mus. Meani, or Mrs,
Cluli Mrs. Chali belecves that the anly reasion
Wenuic retains same degree of preeminence and
witgem is, sinply and exclusively, becanse she is
the wite of the of the ANC leader. "Alane, an
ordimary peesan deprived of his reflected glo
" Mes. Chabi savs, “no one would hase any
fme for hes it sll" @

We always dunk we don’t know what
we want until we see if, or hear iv, The bottom line
5. we can only play cighty-five videos a week in
any meamingful way: we chamge abour rwenty-
five of them 4 week. So we're perfeetly capable of
sitaking mstakes from time 1o time and missing
some. Rut the Black Crowes are a good example:
Thoy came in here basically with 4 good viden,
they dida't do any kind of incredible promotion
wath s, and everyone just fell in love with it We




Tom Freston

put it on, and the smbiones tosed i

ssamrees Have there been any paynla artcmpris with
AIVE

Froston: Rasically we'sve sot np a sysiem dhar's
very comphicatsd. Mast people i the rocord busé
s don'e lavew wihi o talk o v gor a video oo
MIV, and e been purpusely ser up thise way.
Y wrrldd biave tis pay off 4 lot af people simulta-
wevusly for a tang penod of ame, aod it's never
Tuppetied.

sein: How do you think the vecord companics
Bave agrempred 1o manipulate MTVE

Ersnton: Mavbo with banks of professional de-
man phone dialere. U thern's been a ot of suspi-
i fan muil for ceresin videns, bisr maybe thar's
fan chob dicccred. I’ hard 1o 1elh. | don’s know if
we et maniputated, bt cach record company

Hhas i degrartment whase jobs it & o deal almost

solely waly MTV, s we got promoted a lor. The
o ews e thar ey cancel cach ndier aur.
sewe: Madonna, Paols Abdul, Janer Jackson,
M. Hammer, et cerora. D you think vou dre-
aved theve sars? O do vou think they 've just stars
aml they help yon siay in hunes?
Frentom | think they're sears that help us siay in
busmess—we need them, we need 1o make new
suies. People are gomg w0 turm e MTV mostly
“cantie they want 10 wee wars. I peaple are at-
raehed 1o people, they turm on MTV in the hiope
thoet thiy'll vee Paula Abdul or Janer Jackson.
They basically ares’s surming it on, belicve it or
iy, 10 wee @ wew band, tibee than those whio are
Erying 1 Sty 1 0P uhhmp
seine: What's it been like doingg ths with vroally
o Comgetinign?
Fraston: We nover looked st it that way. Our
competithn 15 ABC, NBCL HBO —somebudy sit-
timg there with thc temote comrol is ke, bamgo,
wne frame they don'c Kike, they're gone.
sewa What s MTV's biggent problon®
Fraaton Sometnnes it lends rock w'roll a qualoy
of caricanre. There's a danger thae with a lovod
videos il juie oo wore thing wias wrosig, you
comld have 3 great sang with a bad video. Wich all
cntertammment, a5 Soom 1§ sometung’s
sivcesshul everybaiy copiet it, and w videw there
has been a ot of sammness, Video goes through
periods of ups and downs in it ceeativity: with
the haitbands and the wooen, and then s afl
black-and white, and thew all color videin, Thar's
wor # probier jusk with MTV, that's a probem of
populac coloure.
sene Do you warey MTV i visually identified
with the Sk and could soom fook vory dated?
Frouton: Ouly because thar's the wme period o
bews exbared in oo dare. I 1960, vou would lave
st thas about rock'a'roll, becase i bad juse
stared. | thenk MV i associared with suodern
velevisiot, which means a bov of channeds and se-
mote coatenls | ger control over my TV set and
whvea | want v waich sometling, whatever | witiie
w waich, | push dis buroa and o' there. o
1995, we're gaing 10 have 4 hundred chanoels in
the home. and they'll be pay-perviow chamnels
ot demand, wah @ TV ser we're hardly gomng 0
rEDgNILE.
serme o it possable to be s star wnhout MTVE B
yutr thiok thar wideo killed the radio stae?
Fraston: Na, that would give MTV 100 much

credit, wuwumh&lm today with-
uunmpunqmd\-m‘l'hy sy it e
£ b Jiomy Buf and Srevo
mhm}dne(‘qrﬁdbulmmdmhg-
et waring aces of the sumier—they packed
them i, and they'vs got 4 good fan hae and in
sher fams” éyes those people are staes. e depends
mlnmlu;hwnwmmmlfyuuwwmbu
amd yhody's hipn, then heing
mnkddumdu’n« tsnnilh.tdlhmg.
spre How do vou foel about e cmergence of
alternanive music as part of the mainsiream—
witnessad by the seccess of the Lallapaloors wour,
or Metallica?
Frouton: This is 2 nme of major, lundamental
change o the music mdusery. L think 3 log of peo-
gilo dem'‘t even know how big the change s that's
coming. We've had almost 3 tweney-five-year nde
an iy certain kind of music, and the appeal of thax
music s searted 1o wane for the first tme- Par-
vieulatly with people under twents-four who
want their own artises, whis don't relate thay well
v artists of prioe gencrations. And the emergence
of alternative bandy and cap 1s really healthy. fs
m&u.hdmwrm Iu'llnlsuppeal‘ b-e
thew'll wane in iwsach

of the guard. l'wg;lccnn eelare 1o 4 twenty-three

year-old kid playing a guitar on tour rather than
mmuwhonmmgmMaﬁh.lu!m»Hmh

agin? Dan’s orust whitey '™ And it was dver You
could juse feel che "6l clatceing down an top ot
yu-.wmkmm?kwughlmm:hu-m
took drugs and dropped out, and then Nivon
nmmundnt fous fear and v
wors v weared i 1968 thut the world was gong
crany with all these killings and gssassinanons.
He was a face fromy the past and He came i and
presented. ke Hitler did, the concepe of Law and
order i cure disorder. What did e give us? He
prommised us peace and fre gave s four more years
af war. He promised us oeder and gave os cluo.
He gave us Watergaee.

memres To 1 lot of abservers, your films are aseer
uve moeal parables: 165 been sugzested thas in
The Dowes, yoor choice of Jim Morrison was an
npm&muﬁhehnumkqdmlmdudu-
tegrney. Tha it said: Come whas may, hell or high
water, whatever, integrity (s 2 moral value in -
ﬁLCmmﬂy.Whmnamdmmoi
good and evil, a moral fesson. 15 there a direct
moral lesson i JFKE

stone: Well, you have a coformer who is Lilied
by the had guys. by the sstablishment, because fie

tive side. A reformer om his wn. In New Orleany,
he cleaned up the vice dens ja lourbon Stecet, and
he.m r!m.pumdt.mam-t.dwl{mmbim.
wa, b e the coarse of W lsis

an unexgrected surpnse. If m:k'n‘mll 15 abour
wdtwmw I g i your Larly
fife. a ot of times yonl take it from somoone
wha's not & millonaire. %
Oliver Stone
rzaumesd trom page B0

think hie became a theeat to the republsc
se I, indeed, Joho Kennedy was Llled, a you
ammhymﬁmudwdm-miw
1o prevent im from doieg good dings, doon's
this leave him a5 kind of & messiah Gypure?

sitones 11 one sets up the idea that socioty cam be

saved by it government, Fim oot w0 sure that it
can, tnddivieduale Wave o do it Bur, why conldn’e
he have become 3 grear, great Proudent? There
was wimething destined abost him, and he cer-
wainly had s compassion, He yeemed to have 2

death, Garsison begins w donby Tiis vwn govern-
m:wmummmmsm

IMMMM l&

things, like thy yl
jab hwmd-ﬂupmnmlﬁwlh:m
cew hie s of goes, [ suppose, undergoes this
transference, that we all have, and that | get from
mukimz movics, He begins to really understand

* John Kentiedy from the inside out. What e must

Tz of people and a love of fughrer. You say,

yeah, e conld bave been 1 great Presidont and he
could have dane things that would have sgnifi

mdlhrdummmwmhm
kﬁpmdemkdudu&mmmna
maybe we'd be 3 mare prosperons soaety right
nove with mere acisbumegraton. If you call thar
numr,yﬁ!uallu 4 savinr Tb.ui yunr wird,
now s John Kennedy was toa carly for
;ldu wasat!-m

The 19605, my gencration, had this tromen-
daus surge of hope and idealism for 2 beuer
winld=—3 “Peace Corps Warll” ler's call e, for
want of smphficaton. Then i just kind of caved
wmgu&wnkmdymudo\mum
buzarrese of Bsassmanons. Marun Lather King,
Je., again in the same vear, 1968, [ was m Viemam
arvhar rime. All the blacks m my unir were w op-
et when King was killed, and they vaid, “Never

have gone through in these years of change from
1961 1o 1963, And Jim Garcian beeames, in 2
sende, John Kennedy. Inomy thinkng. And makes
2 noble efiner, almost 2 Joomed cffory, 10 bring
the case 1 trial. And loses, s you know. But there
153 optsistic note in tirs mavie. Clay Shaw auy
p!fu.ht&cmmmwudﬁuwuhmn
i question i theie mind that be had proved thac
there wan & conspieacy i Dealey Maza. And he
savs,  This war may take 50 more years, but a1
fexsr | will have s the apeming round.”

s Time magarine, Goorge Larduer in the
uhhngrmhﬂ[.ndnbuadtnfmhﬂehﬂ-
rorly aeacked the JEK filny, without having seen &
single frame of it Are there instinational pressures
o athances at work sgamse vou? Is that pare of a
grand wheme?
stoma: | don’t think i's part of & grand scheme. |
think these are vererans who followed the case for
veary, and they hated Garrison for years for var-
ous reasons and they've all come together o at-




level, There was a singulir lack ol provection for

Renneds o Urallas, wiven the sare of the face

thar Adtar 8 [the Dh 1 candud,
pposate Fisenh in the 32 amd 36 dlecrians|

tack the film b they sev i asa vimds ot

Gaion,

e CGaing hack again t the meaning of these
| people of the "l)—vere i Morrison and John

Kennedy of the same spirit?

~ Stone: Suwre they wore. Thoy were both carous-
ers, they wore both Tnsh, Jim Gaceoson, tis. G
h: i rison wnd Marrises both loved w rell tall tales,
IS Both loved o pany, loved women, loved b,
| = Joved 1o biugh. They wern gende un some funda-
b £ mental wag, they had respect foe bife. Jim Moesi-
~ s was anarchad, moch maore so than Tack, b
~ - Jaek had an anarchic side, you know. But Morrs
G ven was never a pohitcally respomsible percon,
R burivone sen way o Kindeed sole. | think thay
I they arc buth handeome, heroic men.
h.[ 't P |5 your role s s filommaker the most effec-
SR rvely inflacntial possihle ane fise vou in ghe nod-
I on workd? b this thie best wave o ifluence the
good minds and hears !

,in—-Nn.llIm&thud:mgmbeﬁuuﬂum
v Frones: ava h‘nlﬂ.l'wm‘nlu,adum 1

o Ke RN USE & emarter, vounger
 Reagan” Pact of the same fabric?
Srone: Wow! | would wy that whoever dunks
is uhtimarely mtecrly cymical as to the pubincal

. Thero is a buge ditferenve betwean Julia
- Kennedy and Bonald Reagan. One i a closed
~ man, and the other was an open man. One was
T young, aod one was old. And s sad 1o Im'r‘lhn
~ commentary. s oue, i only coming from

- theresult of Kennedy's murder 1o began with, be-
o emseithasdeseninzed the American public and

T raughe them wo Tose fah i their govermment
o theouph the years. And by now, thirty vears lger,

“wency-eaght years sfter his death, it is clear thy
- wetrly e 3 deidhesd sociery, We're into heavy

“metal, and nothing matters anymore. There s oo

- wight or wrong.

' s s did you come (o the conchission of

_eonspiracy? Theough wudy, or by some cmo-

trnal i

© . ®aomes Like Sheelock Holmes, in asalyzing the
Case you come up agvinst some proty hand ques-
tians a5 who could cover wp the cave. Why
‘wonld it he covered up? Who bencficed? Why was

=k Kennedy lalled? When o lead back from those
- questions, then you see the broades implications
- of it and it leads to the consproacy o the ighest

ared beern spit on s month before. And that Eratfas
fad 2 semenmg reputanion for Katred fur Kenne-
v And there bad heen several assassination at-
seampts, m M aod i the South, wire he was
supposed ra be b I was sore of a theead of cvie
hence benlitng benearhy the swrface in the Lsst few
misths bedore he was Killed—of him betng hief
woulid way ke twenty-five o tharty of these weird
commcilences start 1o lappen. Any ratiinal misd
B gaiti to start 10 resch out and wonder,
sEre You e saving thas methodical review of
mecontrosertthle Bt fimally led you not ro believe
the comvenniiaal conclusions?

Stonar [har's nghr.

sene Arc afl your beroos victims?

Stoner b pare. | hate the wind as a whole, be-

cause it implics vicshmization us il you wint thag
‘to lappen o you. But | ihink you beeome a vicm
ol yoursell as much as you do of ourside foroes.

oo You have parsomalicy trass thar gee vou o

a mesk. You know, like § gor o o mess in Viep-
. O Balle Hayes got ima a mess in Midnight
Espresc Or Garrson maybe had some victimiaa-
v e habm et pustyed bum 1o thes place where he
was abandoned. beolured and cut ot But 1 dhink
of it mote ax living out your destiny. Victimiza-
non sounds weak i e,

s s i inevieable that 3 person with foece and
nregriey, a gueod perion, of historic proportiuns,
% goimg (o wlimarcly succumb o ansery and ag-
ony? Al of the principal, positive charucters in
vy Srome files rend 1o be men who end some-
how il muery of harvor

Stona: Wha go through msery and horeor. Bur
domn’t mecessanty emd m o At the eod of Plaoon.
Charfie Sheen s remmired with his comnrry, in 3
diffeeentsense. And in Bormon ehe Fourch or July,
Roo Kovic goes duoogh hoeror bt | think
emorges i 3 hernic fashivn, Youwgo thraugh hell,
The Garrison character in 3 scose i chastenied,
Puc b wins his soal st theend becanse be's fonght
for it. Aud slibouh bie may have tost, he won, |
2 Motrison v 4 very optimasuc sy, | rhnk
peaple misenderseood thaveovie. The superficial
apect o5, yeah, he has wwecess, aod then like the
evpieal pock seae b dlides ineo oblivien, thromgh
drug usage and drinking. That's nor the way 1
made that muvie. | see hum as coming 1o teras
with ke death, dhrough the whole movie. Ae the
end of the film you sce 3 wnile an bis Bace when
he's in the bathuub in Pans. He knew, where he
was going He was buadf i fove wey death sl his
life. He wrote abiont it heaurifully, eboquently in

s poctry, and he pasd the price teat he soughe o
pay. He koew he was fhoting with death.
s So he got 1o dhe olher side?
Stane: Yeali, but ooce be gor there ke was ready
for i He umited with s deady, His death was a
part of im from day oue. The very first cceme m
thie mwovie, the child i a car Fle's arracusd wor,
tung for w. The oadade secidine.
menic i really abaut bis coming i o with it
sere: But surely you woubdn's argoe thar, con-
vemtmally and wmveesally. the quest tar death is
avery pusitive way o g about siewing the hnpe
ol 3 sdiery
Stona: [im Mornsen was 1 Romante poet, i
the sense of Kimbaud and Bapdelure and Apol
Femanre They all died vousg. Roats, Byron, Shel-
ley. It 2 wadinon of Remante poctrr. You
arcin't vuppasad (o Tive long, because yon're sup-
posed ro repecsent )imething. You're 3 symbaolic

ety 3 symboliss poer e did bis job, Jow. T

W-Im,mmm.wmm‘wmmw
idealism for a better world. Then it just kind of caved in. You could feel
the "60s clattering down on you.” '

wasn 't like o shido o death, He was more luad
atibie end 10 tmany ways than he cver was in the

Beginning. And seme of his poetry at the end 1

geeat The whole film s tramed s the Ameocan
FPrayer album, which is the Lt thine he cver re-
eonded—alone one mght in December, after he
had done the  Riders om the Siorm ™ albor [ ),
Wi, 197 1], which | think bas somme verrific—
some of his best masic. But he did Amencan Pray
o by himsell, anid s o grear album. It's well
worth hstenimg w. It wis has ¢onfessivn, And |
wused alow af it v the movie, A man whi is falling
agaryis ot gommg to be that fucid, the way he was.
The words. e reninds me of Dvlan Thomas. Dy-
Lo Thomas was—corect we iof Pm wi
writing swme very good staff on the ediee of bis
death,

s Aod not unatfieaative. But there are scome

“peaple of imzpeity and force who arce ot defear-

ek Yo just suid that. But theee's 3 question of
what wivalil 3 aly sifirmanive Oliver Ssone story
b, andd { think vou have amwered by caymg Oli-
ver Swone’s stories are afficoutve. If i a rather
black way

Stanes ['m sabject 1o chamge, von kivow, ' ouly
forty-five right now, and one can't guake the same
movicover san. | haven't. | feel like each one

M:lmu 4 gruwvih foe mie, Bar who knows whar

Tom it's gowng 19 g0, | could sce o coming—1

would Hke 1o makee 3 wovie abont 3 isoman pro-

tagonist. In fact ] developed one, which I'm work-
ing . 4'd like 10 move i other divecoons. Misee

swould like to put thar energy where it belangs,
inter what 1 feel. Bug [ think thar energy chanyes
thaough tore, wod it going o soften,




