BY SEAN MITCHELL

There is 2 scene in the Vietmam film
Platon in which desth-sulking Sgt.
Barnes leans down into the face of a
bawling, badly wounded soldier and
screams, “Shut up and take the painl™
It's a line char any number of people
mighe bavewumvuﬁycmim
says 50 much about the man who did
wite it Oliver Stone, the Viemam vet-
emn who makes movies

As has become clear from the
fane and unnerving chronicle of our

4 USA WEEKEND « February 22-24, 1991

times that he has been assembling on
film, Stone is ; America to face
up to some harsh instead of Liv-
ing in 2 world of beer commercials,
game shows and government lies.

This is hardly what we expect from
rh:fn&swhoknepmmmmcdanhn
movies, which makes Stone's Oscar-
winning achievement as a director and
scresmwriter that much more remark-
able. He is an outsider working on the
inside, 2 pohm:nl left-winger making
melodramas for the masses, a gruar
who conquered Hollywood.

His new picrure, The Doors, promises

‘I'd like to
leave a legacy
that I was
a good
historian as
well as
a good
dramatist.’

— ut left with wifs Elizabeth,
son Sean and Bernice

1ES

significant chrear to that sucture.”
The man drawn to thes lurid pop-
histary tales is himself a
character, half obsessive intellsctual,
halft;:v:ehrﬂ'm:?m‘-:iofﬁﬂ-
m reality as Flashdance and Pret-
;?;amhmodymmmﬂm
who doesn't always speak in 2 smaight
line, Stone appears tm be both an anti-

dote to Hol and an embodiment
of it. What other dircctor bas made 2
horror movie starring Michael Caine

(szHud. 1981) and also donated

money to build a clinic in Vietnam?
In the past 5 years, Srone has won
the Academy Award for best director
twice (for Platoon and Bern on the Fourth
jsdy], and his movies have carned
of millions of dollars, With

-Iummahoummmugelumd

Santa Barbara, Calif,, plus an apartment
in Palm Springs, at age 44 Stone already
has eclipsed the affluence of his father, 3
New York stockbeoker from whom he
rebelled at age 19 by out of
Yale and enlisting in the i

Bomn close to the Esablithment and
sent to prep school like
Stone tore up his ticket to pri fora
:hmmﬁgh&.hl!mdd::m\fmmm
alongside teema &nmsmallm
whph:dnﬂum:d

cedes it also had w do with the tmes —
the wrenching social upheavals of the
1960::hnheur=nmgmﬂunm
Themmwh.:chhzmeofagew
“about experiencing everything,”
miﬁ 2 conversation on

the of his red-tile-roofed hacienda
hills above Sant Barbam. “It
wasn't sbout limits and laws. It was

hf:ﬁxﬂy.lmhk:mdw

w;: in suits and des,

E:rm g:!wup rigid social be-

bwerelookzdarmn‘ and

what did we see? We saw divorces and

we sw Viemam and we
killed.

"The social structure was shifting

hmm.r.hushk::nuztbquak:..&ndwe
had nothing 1o
mbe:nurl:.::ho ride across the Some children r.he'ﬁl):lnukh:k
dark frontier: 2 ugyof]imMor- on that time with 2 mixnure of fondness
mn.lh:upahanﬁn&umd:c'ﬁﬂs and chagrin. Many of them, now par-
who, like Sgt. Barnes, regularly courted  ents themselvés, wince at the thought
death in his sex- songs and  of the drugs they indulged in and the
managed 1o find it at age 27 in 2 hotel mnoumu:hcrbmugh:mdxehudbﬂ—
batheub in Paris. wﬁhqn.NutS:um.
Later this spring, Stone begins work As his wite of 10 years, Elizabeth,
on a film thar will focus on his most  putters in the kitchen, and their 6-year-
ominous subject yet: the assassination of  old son, Sean, watches Saturday mom-

President ]{mm:yy who he ‘u:hevu
was killed not by lone gunman Lee

Harvey Oswald but by “the military-
industrial complex,” whn:h feared
“chat his (likely) re-election in "64 wasa

ing cartoons in front of a big-screen
television set, Stone looks profoundly
at the idea that some
think the '60s have been overmred,
“The only harm that came of the
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'60s was the foar it engendered in the
reactionaries to elect Nixon and allow
J- Edgar Hoover to continue in office™

Hollywood nervous or annoyed.,

F

3 in

camse of a he likens to Mormi-
son’s fli nﬁ
off from his parents Never aw

waihhspuhlbogrthcqmyof

afterall his success. [ went to Vietnam, 1

cur off from my parents and never sw
them the same way again. The Far East
for me was a second o

had not been allowed to hear as a board-
ing stmdent at the boys-only Hill
in Pottstown, Pa.

These sounds of the '60s applied 2
balm o his croubled soul. “I love music,
:lway;hmmdhuhenﬁ;ﬂnma:i
by ic. It's been a liberating in my
life. And I wanted o pay homage to
those first music moments of the *60s,
when my mind was freed in Vietnam.”

Most of all, he wanted to pay hom-

OPENING FRIDAY: ‘THE DOORS’

What is it about Jim Moerison,
gloomy lead singer of the

Doors, who died of failure at
27 in 1971, thar the hairy-
Oliver wanted to

¥

in this country — for

STONE’S STORIES OF PAIN

Oliver Stome has written gritty screenplays
and “Searface,” in I9&3§na.nddirudn
He's the writer and director of these tales:

:: ﬁ Lu @mm;hzﬁf

. Caluad

sUs. licity in

in Cenml A

1986

13 i £ 3

l'!‘hgmu:hmuf\ﬁmnmzm 1986

# Greed-gorged speculators on Wall Screet: Wall Street, 1987
w A gung-ho Vietnam recruit who discovers he gave his legs for a quse he no
longer believes in: Born on the Fourth of July, 1989

® Morbid rocker Jim Morrison: The Doors, 1991
# The “conspiracy” behind [FK’s assassination: untitled, work begins chis spring

and The End. Firse he would try to write
a novel in Mexico, then get busted for
ijuana possession at the border, then
at New York Univensity’s film
n:houland:pe:!i] &:thck
Chy taig : ot whil
wog:inguaql:\ﬁmandavmmgm
Was Writing (WO scrps 3 3
read "em. I was wniting stuff about Viet~
nam, and they didn't want to know
about it. It just didn'c work for me in
New York. It wasa't meant to be

won Stone an Academy Award in 78,
But the success and money that came
with the Oscar seill didn't give Stone
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Continwed from Page §
Smuqumdmmhmsdf&umbbmhwhom
cnhuﬁimsuwtlmm:nlmmnvumﬂnﬂywood:umal
confections. He sa L&c in spectacles and “pure-
lyphyml. Fluhdmu.th:ﬂﬂ&udu
ella el n&mal:wclduwbndmmofbﬂnglhuﬂ
d:n:cr ot Pretty Woman, last year's blockbuscer about a hook-
offbaﬁ:::hyan:h?dmchmnmg
such movies are “about 2 need for transcendence.
Weallncudrh::.[t‘sdmmemmpmplephylnm'rhq
want to believe. I'm not 2 moralist in that sense.
Scll, Smne’s own movies have been notably lacking in

* Prince Charmings and ballet Pulpy, acerbic, tough

and broadly entermining, his pictares have been criticized
bymmemfntahckpofsubdctyandhmmd

machismo that leaves lirtle room for fzmale
ch:nmnof

substance.

Stone, who's concemed about such criticism, responds:
“War is a loud thing; it's not a soft thing. In the case of
Bm.wcwmdnlmgm:hapmngumnwhnw direct
and very and thy flected chat. Talk Radio
was not sbout 2 subtle na.l . The aesthetic is deter-
mm:dbyr.hcmh;n'f‘nuem stetics in these Alms thac
maybe will be noticed years from now.”

He notes thas people in New York came up to him
after seeing Wal Smandmldhlmdmywmdmh:pm
like Gordon Gekko, the suave, cold-blooded financier played
by Michael Douglas in an O=car-winning performance,
“Gekko was a hero in New York," Stone sys, arguing that
even his villains are not two-dimensional.

“Whatever criticism may be made of his films, Stone has
licde cause to worry. He has reached the pinnacle of success in
Hallywood and can do as he lmmt:hhum:k.mhn
seems to have made peace the memory of his dad, now
dumcd&umwhamh:hokcoﬂ'ndnmmﬂyhuwm
he thanks for leaving him his instinet for storytelling.

'Whmldm"Smnzny:.mmu:?lmhnguhummh

about missing the start of an impending football

“T'd i :ﬁ:blcmny *Hey, those films reflected

and place was pretty accurate, We canghe 2
ofannEwecmghtlpmaf:heDmmdwhswﬁ
going an in the late '60s, a piece of the madness on Wall
Street in the '80s." 1'd like 1o leave that kind of a legacy: That
1 was a good historian as well as 2 good dramacise. That I
told stories in an interesting way so that the other people
around the fire in the cave could kind of look up and remem-
ber and think, ‘That was a good story.’ "

HOLLYWOOD’S NEXT WAR

As U.S. woops massed in Sandi Anbia before war
with Irag broke out, Oliver Stone was surprised to leam
that ane of the movics the soldiers were being shown
wasBomnndqunkqf]uly his adaptation of 2 Vier-
nam veteran's
“Either they're very ke about their positi
and:hqnhemghnn&:hamd:.eﬁlmmdjmshw-
ing it," Smuylofth:mdamymthnﬂ."orelu
they just don't take movies that seripushy.”
Stone already imagines the next generation of war
movies: “ see Americans coming back years later and
ﬁmhunﬁrmmnfm’valmm
1 war becol Isee
m“'hnl.ehqmn:vhofttr.hmughmg um.;l:fmufa
umdmgenmpucmdmxepmunulf. genes
have to go to war."
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