EMBER 22, 1963.

Dliver Stone

Talks Back

'"JFK' has created a storm of controversy.
Here, the director answers his critics and
explains the thinking behind his film

BY OLIVER STONE

HE DIRTY
little secret of
American
journalism is
that whenev-
er you watch
a TV news
rogram or read a newspaper

1t includes coverage of something you
aw or knew about or in which you actual-
y participated, even a bascball game, if's
enerally wrong. Sometimes just a little,
ometimes a lot, but wrong.

MNow, if that's true, what about all the sto-
ies of which we don’t have any Frsthand
nowledge? For that matter, what about his-
ory itself? According to Herodotus and
fomer, history is gossip, stories heard
round a campfire, passed down from bard
o bard, father to son. Are we to believe our
seorge Washington texts from primary
chool or Howard Zinn's multicultural Peo-
de's History of the United States? In most text-
sooks, the assassination of President John F.
{ennedy is reduced to a few short para-
rraphs following the party line and featuring
he obvious names: J.F.K., L.B.J., Jackie,
Zarl Warren, Jack Ruby, and, of course, Lee
larvey Oswald, the “lone assassin,” This is
upposed to be “the truth.™

There is a saying: A lic is like a snow-
nall—the longer it is rolled, the larger it
5. The Warren Commission conclu-
ion—that Oswald, acting alone, killed
{ennedy—is that lic. America’s Otficial
story. “History,” in its original Greek
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