Dear Dick, " 6,/4/91

Thanks for your call and the interest it reflects and four the goud adviece on the
Stone book. Z've thought about that since. I wyrree with all of what you said. You iaiow
the field and those in it,

There is an as.ect we did not discuss, the sales potential of the book. While there
are nany consid:rations all of which cam.ot be anticipated, ineluding when it could be sub-
mitted aml when it could apear, I an confident that there is a very larpe marizet for the
book for three reasons that came to uminfl, ierhaos there are nore that with further thought
I'd see; Stone's fane; aca.néa and the novie; and JFK,

JIK assassination bouks have been selling exceptionally well. I do not know how nuch
effort your friends at Carroll &« 6 eaf nade with a bad book, Crossfire, but their hardback
did well enough for them to add an imdex when they did it as a paperback.

Before that, self-published liigh Treason umust have sold more than 100,000 before
ber ’1ey did it as a puperback. I know the nan who did it and he was selling to the chains
in exceptionally large lots. lHis promotional and advertising; capabilities were slight but
the stores wgnted the book and nost reordered. It has the ap eurunce of a solid work but
it is seriously flawed. I am not aware of any inportaut reviews ol either but High “reason
made the Wines best—scller list the week it was avuilable in liew York. ‘

48 1 told you, my books )u.ntil a slacking of sales for the past month or 80, were selling
better than for years and they are all old books, I attribute this increase to increased
interest in the subject and to a degree by inclusion of wy address in it. TMe latter re-
flects subject-mutter interest by book-buyers, ﬂl cmsfanl; ‘Ly Fha ‘ot

Stone is alrcady a legend and there is great interest in him. There is always a great

interest in anythin; about movies and movie people. any book on Stone will sell. The scandal
he has pade end his irvesponsibility and dishonesty in his self-defense have already nade
significunt news and reuched many people. liy reading on hinm and vlhat he is doing is that
he is desparate. There is a reasonable prospect that this will drive hiu to what would
enhance book sales. You'll get an idea fron my unedited letter to liim enclosed. I believe
that were the book to appear before the movie soie of the stars in it, like Ed &sner,
- would be unhapyy enough to try to separate themselves from it. anything like that would
enhance sales, I think greatly. I believe that if I had an address for him and sent him
copies of the two Uutlook treatments and of uy etter to him Asner would feel he had becn
pitt upon by Stone and vould consider withdrawing from the movie. This is, of course, no
more thun an opinion but it is my exmxusixe experience that people, including soue in
movies, have a deep concern about misrupresentations und dishonesties relation to the
JIK assassination.

Were the book to apear before the movie Stone would e hollering enough to make it

a best-seller and were it to get the mininum attention the naterial warrants he'd have



little choice, While * have no reason to believe that appesrunce by then is probable,
an imaginative publisher could see this and the céinciding Christmas narket and could
see the added costs and problems of speeding publication up as a better than average risk.

Suppose it also develops that in giving Warncrs the seript he also igave then per-
sonal assur.nces about fidelity to fact and they get unhappy.

There are, I think, many factors that cannot all be anticisated and nany or nost
of which nuy not come to pass that I believe, on balunce, an intelligent publisher
could find justification for extra costs.

The sceript v 111 not be used in the book. Stone himself has made more than enough
public donmain. I have an abundance on Uarrison, enoush in and of' itself to justify and
make a book.

That there will not be any basis for a lawsuit does not nmeun thut one won't be filed.
Stone might be desparate or crazy enoush to do that. lle should by now, and if not by
nov berore very lonyg, be aware that taldng his reputation to court is the certain way to
ruin what he allows to romain of it.

_ I don't think he is erazy. I think that Bwhen he gets to where he cannot lie and
misrepresent himself past accurate and justified criticism he'll try to pass the blame $x
onto those he trusted and clain that despite any inaccuracies the movie sugiests a recasonable
?r.:dnt?fﬁ zc;f ‘::“onc#a}on and hope that the scandal pulls people in, &e fas St celh ;Ij VT

frivolous lawsuit, if + understand what his lawyers could tell him, could entice
a countersuit that could be costly and hurt him even wore,

Cgrrison id a mark like you van't begin to imagine. Stone latched hinself to (hrréﬂm
so0 wost ol the book should and would be on Garrison.

llov if after he got my letter, not that anyone with any degree of responsibility
would have deln.yed that long with any L:nowludge ut all about his subject matter, he had
used the records I obtained from the FBI and \u.n he d have lmoun imnediately, as I hint
to him, that he had bedded with a viper. Stonc ‘.ould 1not huve had to review the lew Orleans
and other clipiyings reporting what Garrison said (¥landly igmoring that he had just said

the opubsite) because the FBL sent clipping to My, often retypdng then cleanly. The UIA

even conpared what Garrison told Playboy vith what he told Der Spiegel. This it to say
that if “tone had had any concern for fidelty and integrity he would have checked &arrison
out. The book could and would say what he'd have learned Wiat would have inmpelled an honest
man not to touch the book. \To which in the past I referred &s "Walice in Slunderlandf"),

A possible subtitle for the Uarri:sonic?.

Lardner and I have also been tal.dny about and he is interested in a section of "new
evidence," what “arrison could have done and either failed to or refused to. I have an

sbundunce on this. and with word of it out it alone will sell nmany books,

Only I won't be able to tJJEk to any publisher or show hin thinks.
Thanks agein :wnd I hope what I can see has a chance to cona to pass. g - then would!



