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" boar Richard, , 2/10/91

. &vter I wrote the enclosed letter to Oliver Htone, without expectation of his
paying mich if any attention to it but intending, whether or not he did, to have it as a
matter of record, I thought about it more Lefore going to bed. ly thinking was pronpted
by a phone call from Dave Wrone, my ;:ood friend who is professor of history a: the Univ.
of Wisconsin at Stevens point. Vhen I told him that the Stone spectacular is going fo be
based on Uarrison's conspiracy theories his x=f reaction was, "Hy God! We have to do some-
thing abou’ it." e sugpested that a fow hiut{éia.ns and I hold a press confer:nce to de-
nounce it. I thought about that later and believe it would not attmact much if any
media attention. But Dave is correct, something should be done. I wonder if a first=person
article in a major magazine could attract enough major-media attention. after he hﬁu had
tiue to yet and read the letter and then tinme not to respond to it or to pasg it off. Like:

Oliver “tone is an important man in Hollywood. lie produces some of the most sig-
nificant documentaries, with spectacular success. lie could not have earned his fame and
fortune withoutfaith in his own instinctg“in;‘l";')'udgaéggnt. Perhaps this is why he did not
respond when I wrote to caution him that in wlmg}‘ﬁe/,ﬂollywood Reporter says is already
bei.rﬂmfﬂn'ed to as the "oiibiver Stone Project forﬁl ﬁlgg‘l‘::ﬂang deacr:l.be_za as a "big-screcner
gbout the assassination °’§ John F. Kennedy;" what the}‘ Los .snagele:’ :I;‘imes mtria
based on Jim Garrison's conspiracy theories" of that "Hot ﬂéopj.c,"1c“ him personally
= as HackSennett in a-fink Panther update of his Keystone Kops.

I was there when and believe me, I know = lnow as only a few men close to Gar:-ison
when he vas Rew Orleans District &ttorne)!’who drew the press of the entire Xgrld to The
Crescent Uity with the first news that ho alons, the sid-foot-six Dick n‘é(-mf;; had per—
gonally salved the Crime [of the G_r)etury, the azm November 22. 1963 assassination of Rrexi
the popular charismatic President. ~

He had charged as conspirators Clay Shaw, prouminent 'businassman:iiﬁ successful
playright and a wellsknown and nonetheles » 'rgﬂsacted homongezunl; a siik-in-the-head
former Hastern Airlines pilot, David Ferrie, who haa beei charged #bi'-th ;arrison's own
police dopartment with offenses a;ainat minor boys and in real mgm
would boi'tlzﬁ-d z'z,qccﬁ: t mi/hzracter in a novels, ‘and lee Harvey Om‘ﬁd. the only official
candidute :E‘or4aasaas .

Vhen L knew nothin; about his alleged case, having been spending what time I could
in New Orleans trying to learn more about Oswald S=pmot, I had agreed to Jin's roquest that
at the Shav trial{ Vswald hinsalf having been killed by Jack Ruby and Ferrie having dyekd
under circumstances Garrison regarded as s'iniate:}, that I sit at thé counsel table and be
what he called his "]Jealug,Plam expert." (14 why o b"‘)

Vhen I learned for the firdt time what his allcged case was t1@ nl:&ht’f before the

10

fmpamme enpanelling of the Ghaw-trial jury I rufused to appear an&: did not, although



the New York Times did report that I sat at the counsel table — in the courtroon in which
I never set foot.

As I had told alvin Oser (later a local judge) and Bill Wardell \later -nited
States attorney 01;1 New Orleans-c}wfrlf this) the afternoon betore the case began, they
would lose :mdnthey deserved to 108ey “i—eek Fhe :]ur;c,‘on an hour to agree with me.

Defore going to New Orleans, from what I'd learned from the Warren Uommissionds
records nmlf?cﬂ‘en public domein, I had written the Surth of ny seven book, six on this
assassination, the other on that of Dr. Martin Luther *uing, Jr. Its publication was
delayed gy Ggrpigon.who had been asked by the publisher to provide a foreword. ihose

ol bt i ond” &
Beven ﬁull/‘pagas toohhin three months 4o delifwes.

water, under the Freedom of Information act, which tne Vongress amended in 1974
3a over oi‘ficial. 'grruption in one of my earliest lawsuits Wnder that Aﬁ ?:-"-m;"m and
similar files available to the public, I obtained about a third ef a million pages J :fr .
of previously-withheld government records, mo;hy tne FBI'sod mAt ”ﬂlﬂ-‘f“/‘u%gﬁ j;”‘;ﬁ-

Gfo, from my personal investigations and this enormous volume of the government's
information,and abvove all, froo my @ tensive personal experiences -to say notiing of
adventures and extraordinarjly difficult and successful effortsto save Gm-riso:r‘_‘,p'asu

Ut tlerie yema of Ko Fuesd. N ke 1=
fron @.rriaon hingelf son }ﬁd astaged,his own Hardi Grqa-izz——the-mdd. f irge
tpauced Ined L e whal Con hnostly be callai(ah (n Vot g ok,

0f Garrison msoouockmmactigetary I wrote Oliver Stone,"as an investigator he could
not find pubic hair in an overworked and undercleaned whorehouse -at rush hour."

Garrison is, however, an erudite, eloquent, charming, witty and imaginative man,
and at the sume time, as the perceptive late Sylvia I-qugher(" author oi the brilliant
"accessories after the Fact" exposing the Warren Commissiot} \said of h:Lu,' he coues from

the vages of A:,m Rand. She was much more perceptive than most of the rest of those of us
knovn as leritics" of the official account of that assassination, ue fn particular, be-

cause L W that he had the case he charged ed zﬁl his excesses H84€
his way of fighting fire with five.Hu .4/ Cwld 11 3hrtdd Augee M‘MJ-L,

On, % w__hg_; a mess he nade of everything as he dreamed up conspiracy theory after

conspirucy theory, und.aterrqd when a new one was.exactly tne opposite of =idwrxis ¢
earlior theories( atl "f whch A J/W(.t‘l‘za beliared wa Sern 49 Ju ,[‘g,-‘ljz 2L [hemn.

In retrosepet retrospect, even after more than two decades and the mellowing of my

own accunulating years, it is Aard o believe tnat any one man could i;z;biiﬂq?’te ‘?om.
. AV ol
imaginary wild geese o chase or that he could actually have gone for nm’l‘ iaverrted the

several disasters fron whﬁjch I pei?onnlly. saved him,.

8.
The last — which I save for lgst — was when he was guing to coumemorate +he fifth
Whih st ans¥ar cxnsdiru .
anniver:ary of that aa’sa‘a rm%nn ¢ : noveral men of vhon he lmew the nane of
ofve— #d N s,
arc

only gEhe c.:jl? who ha’crl"s&ed @%Elr_i.ad in New Orleans-kne year before Yohn Kennedy vas

—_—

imacy T lio also had a ring of prominent max}ého had *heir
J



own sado-uaseochist ring conspiring to 41l Jl“h@ami he was even so gulled by a fake book
procluc.ad b:,r the French colleaguaa of the CIA, SDECE, that he peraund.edc%ﬁehmennu/wm used
the name llerve La.marre and the pen name James Hepburn. to change the title i‘rom "L.'
amerique Brule"(imerican burns) to «'Farewell America.B i i ;’;":&Zﬁ(“a‘ Zime He ’bt?u 6'

“he "OloverStone Project tor 199‘”'-5(:;&%.';&-%%100& erory oid bee=o
"to show the size df the prohgect, no less than seven casting agunta are vorking between
the two coamsts to find the righ? faces for the Yarious rolos," widl be a genuine i‘{:ie-
screener" of the I‘ilel.llD'LlBR if as reported he bases his suporduper on Garrison's books,
particularly "Un the YLrail of the Aausassins p ok

It is a work of Hiction pulited off as a true account of t}’;awrld againsy Jin
Garrison, especially the CIA. .

It is as dishnnest ¥X a book as after almost 78 years I can remember.

i&éﬁlﬁ’ g;ood read fof' those who go for all the nutty theories of mostiuof the critics
who, although non¢as much as Garrison, mislead the still-sorrowing people about .what

happened when the President so nany loved and sta11 Iovg uas gumed down in broad daylight
't"
J# on the streets of a modern Amerj,cau’“?f city‘irlm conai.:meﬁ to Esiory)"w{th the dubious
! er
epitaph of the official m ‘log b Wi ch-dreant—e F5 oonbi pived ang/

] litcal
impossible "solution" cemszrmed—hi hiath a%z The Wta, Cwef Maﬁ.;l
In this these critics have done more to obi'uscate than officialdom coul%}aadln 4
e_/ have given credibility to officialdon's lies to the people about the assassination

1oi‘ John F. Kennedy. 5)(7{)_4 W
i

mh Richard, how I wish that “avid had developed his fine interest eurliert

\_' First it must be understood that Garrison was paranoid -pe.rnnoid a8 hell.

ILB v s ao :Ld he feared having a r=rnia corrected in any
Par iy {1 e o"u;mhﬂ +c/,r?£
of tha leans What I do not lmov of perso 1 Inowledge but

was told hJL his at staff ‘thnt he parsi d in risldng the dangers of complications until
a small country clinic could be e d of all other patnnnta so that he alone would be
+here for g that surgery and the ccntin%d hospitalization uvtil it was safe to leave.
and what he arranged that he also had a full staff of the pof]hice inl'ea tors gned .
to his office as investigators to guard the hospital and him T

It also must be understood that there was Do need -absolutely no need at g.il - for
the federal government to boobytigap him in any way. a1l the harm tbat was done to his
"probe" he, perxsomzlgE dim:; ﬁ' It simply vas not possivle for any outside force to
undermine his cre Ty as nconpletal:/ and as effectively as he did. For exanple, Zhivksd
having charged Oswald in court as one of the conspiring assassins, he laced the country
and filled the papers and the electronic media with his proclanations of - Oswald's

innocence.



Hore is no "trail" in Garrison's Look. There isn't even a lead as thin as the
most gossamer of spider threads.

o E st cherged clyans o Tom.
Moz e fhers sy masesstsa, hi%ﬁjmju f;d‘rwf; clwzf:r b .7! i Th ate)
On the assassination itself, there is less suustance than to the clothing of the

enperor én the fable,
“he book is an utterly eless, unabashed L:Hlf-jmst;'.ficution an: gelf-glori-
@ prefandid iy periecated an @ ok once M ld
fication by A L:I.F'ted and sonetines highly-principled lawyer who
yet ascerbic. It is the embodiﬁmcnt of the lawyer's maxim, "penis erectis sciam non
habet."
fiite. ¢ it is also a book of childish vengeance and <he fattiest of dishoneatias,.zn part
£ Lo il
430 t}at he :m-cuﬁ—be central 31 it except where anything else mskes no difference and
he ﬂrenairm can‘t:z,jul. . wh #“;1 d(;’ /
His dislikes are obvious Jm’u by lack of mention /‘and by attribution to o rg
1 e £ n? e
with profuse t 0 ) a - and he knews very well that I did - and what
it would have cost hinm if I had not.
This can have a number of origins.
For one thing, I never sat at his feet and fawned as almost all others did.
For another, at e the very oulgdet of his "probe!! both the Washington Ryst and the

'times of[‘oﬂion conspicuously attribused the origin of his fiasco to ny first bools

“ittribemashs & : 7t " Where, dndeed I it and in it alone his )
U%%%WMactar "Clay Bertrand), ﬁm %Mf =

The: Post said, "the investigatiion is Garrison's, but fthe script apparently
started with Harold Weisberg, former Senate investigator and author of 'Vhitewash'..."

The Times said, "One mystery of the rather mgntii‘ying investigation of the Kennedy
asasassinatioff now being conductedhy Hr. Jim Garrison, the attorney General of MNew Orleans,
has been cleared up. The source of much of..the information is lr. Harold Veisberg, the
author of ‘ihitewash, Report am the iarren &E';ﬁ. ) d"’af

In fact this is what the offboat, jive- Ney Orleans lawyer to whome immik
Warren Comvaisiion testinony I gave first at:c’g{l‘gi}g;&/yr}r‘zson told him while publicly
claiming that he got the idea during a conversation witn Louisiana Senator
f_ﬁong. Huie's nephew.

Heove-
If Miely could come fron my denunciation of what his case was and accurate pre- .
Wf W all Jese majestd dy A«éa Alpath 47 4,
dietion tnnt]lhe wolﬁ‘&‘:‘iuﬁe‘i'fo at Iean m%togmwm‘ T n\@? 7

Carrison is an egocentric man certain of his own wisdom and intelligence and sin-
cere in his belief that he really owned the subject of the JFK assassination. N-z;% hin, as
wﬁh virtually all the many who "solved" the cuse with a variety of sometimes imaginative
tamextheories that in their minds became real and wefe in no instance proven, in most
instunces untenable and in some known to be impossible to their authors, fact is not refev ""@



In "Me Trail of the Assassins" truth also is irrelevant.
Yor one who knows the fact and knows the truth i% is hilarious as if appears in
Garrison's rewriting of his own history. . ) AA’ [
"ul?.’n_ﬁf,’" he was fond of pronbuncing, "is the fjret vietim," § /# c-“"h“"’/y b I
flobody ever proved% unore coupletely and more coupletely dishonestly thah this
truly talents nan who was given th%i‘ﬂﬂ‘ﬂ{am&r Vean andrews, one of his vitnesses he
charged with perjury before th: gand jury, Gf "The Jolly Green Giani-w
If the also talented querjl‘oneﬁproducas anything other than s side-sic
splitting conedy of the tragedy thal Garrison was,it will be his own self-indictment
and he, too, will go down in history as still another of the major media who failed
the nation with stidl more ﬂ'l%aa about that awful crine, contenporaneously called
"the crine of thp cantury,Wcrime that turned the world around, the crime that
replacedg/ the Preident who had turned dove and beccome a%f‘:eeld.ng peace for th: troubled
war with tl{g:ﬁggident of the \[iet Nam disaster,
“esume vith Garrison nttri:s.yw,:éftu is to xerox the cojy of the book I annotated
and mail it to wme.

You can see where I broke for breakfast after which I stopped, to read the Sunday
paper but I can't get this out of mind. It and the potential I can see in it excite me,

. It has been so long L ng: eﬁ ;:wa i‘f‘a‘.|':;_j.-"l:Lmaw:’-I ‘:.!j‘.'th actise, It Jused t?n;bé‘ ﬁl:sd and sum-
mary. I hope the letter to Stone, parts y Wil indicate that thebe is very fumny]content
for what could be a \rery long list of pertinent, tragicomical and documentable stories.

in my excitement I'mf reminded of something I dearly hope might be possible, Years
ago Ed Epgtein wrote a lfﬁgthy New Yorker article that then appeared g: er waa expanded
into a book, '"Counterplot." If they are interected, and I hope you have a way of asce
it can be expanded no end. With pictures, with documentation, including of +the ::SDECE
part, with even copies of soume of their calling-cards. 4nd, of course, FBI documents of
which I attach only a single page. Whon Helen is here tomoryow I'll tell her where to look
1 that very rough report I did on that broken of all things - East German portable type-
vriter of latt Herron. Who is his own spectacyfar story that could be inserted. If it
works, with someone, preferably of light touch, because soﬁ nmuch of this is so ridiculous
while so true, I‘Ecan tallc the rest in that writer's preence into a rocorder and we
can also get ehoughy documentation.

Vhatever Stone does or does not do, this is a sure-win/no lose story/book be-
cause if he does what I regard as ext emely unlikely, this is what did it. and if he
doesn't, with any attention 1t wiil do him in. And at the same time is 1006 factual, a
Serious report on a major incident in history de;ﬁ-lng with one Pf its greatestutragedies

and is sinultaneously very, very funny, }‘/Wzﬂ7/ H
wry



