Hr. “on Uliphant 7627 0ld Receiver llond
The Boston YUlobe Frederick, Ild. 21702
2000 Penne, ave., I 12/22/9 Yo /9*75’-*%1‘4

Waghington, D.C.
Deur lir. VY1iphant,

Tour "Inside Vashington" affirmation ol P.T.Burnun's perceptiveness about suckers,
swrprising fron an experienced and sophisticated rapnr%rtmd. your to ue amazing comaent
that awounts to two wrongs paking a right \The Varren Report is wrong therefore any critic-
ism of it like Uarr:t.son/iitoneb is right) plus the ignorance of the subject matter as well
ag of the nctwalities of r)livur “tone's crude and overt coumercialization and explomitation
of the great tragedy of the JIK assassination serve to conruse the still sorrowing people
and to provide additionul protection for the official miscreants who never investigated
the crime and never intended to.

(11.‘; apologies for my typing. I'm almost 79, seriously impaired and nust sit vith nmy
filegs dlevated and the typewriter to ono :::Lde.)

Like Yim Garrison, Yliver Htone has trouble telling the truth even by accident.

Hot having seen the movie,vhich I will not waste time on and do not have to in
order tn be able to tell you what I say, I do not knou whether he has yet molified one
of his more flaunbopyant lies that he knew was a lie before he first uttered it. In its
original form it was that "all'l officianl records were suppressed until the yeur 2039 ex~
cept that the CIA could suppress its into perpetuity, If I heard wou correctly you said
2029, which me'ns that after many months of pronoting himsolf and his movie he finally
corrected his arithmetic. Iron what you said he seens now to have reduced this fiction
to the records of the former House assassing comiittea. 1A

I an a former reporter, investigative .repor‘tur, Senate investigator and editor, and
World Var II intelligence analyst (085). I am the author of the first book on the Warren
Commission, five others on it and the other official investigations, of one on the hing
assass:i.nation, and there is no theory in any onc of them.

. desponsible theorizing is impossible bec:wuse tlm‘ governnent never investigated the
erime itself and never intended fo. I'1ll provide the documentation if you'd like i,

I have tlds documentation as the result of about a dozen FUIA lawsuits. Yonme were
precedzxtal. One led to the 1974 amending of the invautigutur? files exeuption of the ict.
4as everyone vorldng in the field laows and as + told 91:0:19 when I first wrote him 2/8/91 y
I make these records - about a quarter of a million pages - available to all writing in
the field. Virtually all will, I lmow, write what I disagree with.

If not earlier, “tone knew before he began his endless revetition of this (and, of
wourse, as any informed person would know, endless other) lie, from my letter, that more
than this considerable volume of records is and long has been available. Abouf'F'_-Z—()O
cubic reet were mostly %uilnble in the archifps beginning in late 1965. |



I urote Stone in considerable detail as soon as he said that he was basing his movie
on Jim &erison's "on the Trail of the hssassins." I know, I was there, and that wan the
one trail per:m:iublu. persuasive and not infrequently eloquent Garrison never took I was
to have been his MDealey Plaza" expert until I belatedly learned what his case was and

. it was no case at all against Shaw. Yo, I was never in the courtroom, never laid eyes
on Shaw. But from personal exiperience and observation I came to lmow Carrison and what he
was up to better than I wanted to. The plain und simple truth is that, aside from cribbing
from published works and then enlaryging on this ,uhut he really did is make everything up,
nebbr bringing anything factual and new to light that was in any way really relevant.

Une of the illustrations I gave Ytone was his plunned commemoration of the fifth
assassination amiversary that I broke up. Thin is entirely unrecognizable in the book.
He was, anowng other things, guing to charge fovert Yerrin, former husband of Varren Com-
mission witness Nuncy Perrin Rich, with being a 1963 Grassy ];poll.liasasuin even though he
knew that Yerrin had killed hinself in 1962, in lew Urleuns. Garrison uiup‘y invented the
fairy tale that the conspirators, 14-1% months before thely,pulletl it off, killed a Vene-
zuelan peanan and gave him the name "Perrin" while Perrin, in this i‘uu'ry tale, lived to
be an assassin under the name "Starr."

Ifl you want copies of my “tone correspondence, I'll be glad to send it.

You cun get a gquick opinion on uy dependability by phoning Ueorge i;ardner. le has
seen my records of the investigation I made that prevented that additional Uarrigon dese-
cration of the great tragedy of the JFI assassination.

Ytone has been claiuing for months thut a combination of reporters in the CIA's puy
and the "Establishgfint pmedia" are out to get him. de wade this up,boo, knowing botter.

When he did not respond to the letter + reler to above und when 1 was given a copy of
the seript, believing that vhat turned out tv be true would follow, I interested “urdner.
His story was 100 accurite amd “tone's response was close to 1006 inaccurate and false.
As I told him with detail in a second letter the day after his article.appeared.

"It bemane what it deserved to be, a self-porpetuating story.

I'n surprised that you would write as I've been told you wrote and speak as I heord
you speak without familiarizing yourcelf uith what “tone had said and what had been said
about hin and hin project. I am surprised that you could be in Vashington as long as you
have been u.nfit“imow that much more than the 250y000 pages of oncewwithheld records that 1
have are readily available. In Stone's Post article alone he lied about tlds. (Vhat he
really talks about whe:n he talks about doing his "homework" and using all that “informat-
ton" he says is "all" other than Yarrison produced, is the nutty and unproVnn theories and
when he talks about "experts" and "¥esearchers" he is tyﬁ‘d.ng mostly about those vho in-

vented ,enhanced or wrote about these theories.)



If you read Lardner's story you knev I was his source and I vas as close as your
phone. ahother Ulobe reporter spoke %o .III!-!.!'LJ‘E ‘Soi0 length vhen he plinned a story. and
there are other subject rather than conspimacy-theory e.perts you could have consulted -

I think as a responsible reporter, ghould have,

Whatever you had in uﬁ..gi you have become part of a monster disinfornation and misin-
formation and a sordid commercislization and exploitation.If you had done your "houework"
you'd have knownthds. as one who has cone to respect you from seeing you on TV, I regret
this very much because I cone to respect vhat you said. I think you have now undermined
your credibility very much,

I{ do not know whether you want to try to undo the harm you have done, whether you
went to sutisfy yourself that you huve done harm, or whether you can begin to unde the
ham yeu have done to yow own reputution and to the nation, If you went to, I'1l tuke
all the time you want, beginning by sending you copies of what I wrote Stone, with details
of what he knew and what he could have learled bofore he mnde this fraud and travesty vou
praised so highly.

If I understood you correctly, ané you aif{ocked me oo much I an not at all certain,
you believe that there are secrets that coald solve the erine in the records of the House
assassing. There cannot be because the FB: never wanted any and because the llouse assassins
did not really investigate the orime itself. It had its own sgenda, beginning vith trying
to refute published critié:m (Blakey never once mentioned me in the pre-he:ring narrations)
and I Jnov that it, meaning its general counsels, began with the determination to support
the official myt}wlagian/.

lou:ver,even about this Stone lied. Mark llen and % both filed F0Ifreyuests for
the records given to that committee. Serious health problems prevented ny pursuing this bl
the lawyer who had been my lawyer, glm Lesar, filed sufcesaful litigation for Mlen. us a
result l:lo:'::""rrmo;:ls that/ Stond and his staff would take the tino to read that Vas provided
to that coumittee have been averde available since beiore Stone sav the personal and com-
mereial possibilities of “arrison's disgustingly dishonest self-justification. lesar, who
can confirm nych of what i say, is, I think, out of town briefly. lis phone is 393—%‘1
192}-&13 office is at 910 F St., IW,

Despite what you may know of Htone's more recent claims, he bagan by telling the world
that his film would record their history for the people, that it would tell them who killed '
their i'resident, why and hov, and this is what nade me decide to speak to “ardner when Ytond
did not respond to the letter you are welcome to have along with the other things I offer.
He cannot nov clain that he never represented he would present a non-ficgion account and
he never had anything else in miml,# only the attructive fictions.Vaiting until after his
noviec was out made eriticism meuningless. Criticism also enabled hin to make hinself into
the honest mun that fron his movie he is not and did not intend to be.

Sincevely, ilurold Weisberg

- denthite,



