ABEDACATED HISUOHIANS PONUIFICATE PROL IGLOLLNCE ABOUT QI JFK &5UaSSITION
. e~ 1T
AIID OLIVEG SMUIE'S BruoITaTIul @b ChudlRCI8aTIoN ~-0-Ul
4e War is too imoociant to trust To the generals, so also is ou¥ history too i:poFMbant
to trust to our proressional historians.
- 2 » - s - i - " Y
Wothing Betisr oxenplies this better than the wpril, 1992 issue o { the hderican
Historical deview in which the cditors, iesing not inconsiderable liberties with she word,
v Ep . = 2 i

describe thee solicited essays as a "Forum on Uliver Ytone's novie JPK and the “ulture
x =

of Violence,"

For this it selected three men cach with impeccable standing in the aress of their
own expertise but utterly unqualiried for aushoritative and responsible addressing of
the topic by their srofound ignorance of the established fact of the JFK assassination;
and by their failure to draw upon the rendily-uvailable and well-publicized informution
about Stone, his ulterior purposes, hin gross and persisting ignorance or the fact of that

R ; P
cssassination, the knowin: dishonesty nnd :L_‘“esponslbnﬂmty of his slecting m Jinm

and 1 Aupps) CraLAtE, an

Garrison's inlecent reuriting of his own fia co an She tu-sh-ef—4kat incompetent and

uninformed compendiun of all the nutty assassination conspiracy theories@b;r-ﬁm—-“m,
M AL b b T
}ag-a——‘-':russi-:rg—r—hﬁ!ﬁ-k-he flaunts his gross iﬁf:\.ora.nce of boththe fact of this

22
assagsination and the dependable, authori ta.‘:.w, beeks that ¢e 10T espouse unproven and
unprovable theoriast;f as “solutions" to what,without exaggeration is described as “the
grie of the century,"
Aplta <
Stone's is & mu_*:t.m:.l.u.on e:r,:l:.mt:.on and commercialization of' thius great tragedys

m—&—n-h:i-e‘:lauthr:r than hiding this intent he used it to promote his movie before he

% f oo f
:bega_n shooting ite 7 dewbT (hay &v AR _.,ZJ- duch o Dhser f“ﬁ/dﬂ‘ﬁ

i Ly e
| liot one of shke these sup.osed)scholars reflects apepi’ thiss Hof m? even sugrests it

Do anyone who is aware of the unquestionuble 1‘30701‘ the assa.ssina‘c:-.on ana i%s in-
;/
vestigations, which not one of these eminences reflects, or B 1ts of'ficial investiga- 3
.ol ~ >‘ '17,
tions, to which they (devote po atzention in the r@mote event they E«ere capable of it,
adirle el ——— L
i -"\,: N
these are -he ‘airies and needles boys of historical scholarship each o whom begins =~ /7
Seurh
with ,reconci:ff-'i;ions of his own, no%t a feu prejudices, and misuses this prestigeous p
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_;and the opPortmlity iT' afforded them to further tdslead, misiniorm:and confuse sincere

hgstorians wio trust and depend on the nublication to inform “hem honestly, responsibly

and dz,penu‘abl_/. ﬂk Wr‘%m"”‘ P f_My e NVW/%{W M v ?w/_'

E uch a pres tiagoug publication could and did seleet such wngualified “ex erts"
(for pursuing their own agendas without inhibition) rasher than protfessional historicans
who hyae tvula suthenic credentials on” the odset cditors can explain.

Because I raise these questions with the dir:ctness and euphasis that I do L belicve
that I shotld begin by stating the credentials I have for this, hovw I cin justify my own
sthtemonss of fact and oninion, what ripght L have o be regarded as a gualitied subject-
matter expert.

an the author o six books on the JFK assassination and its i vpstlgatmns and one

[Latr e I )y
on * of lartin Luther King, Jr. Hot one of these, books advances @conép "dC'_‘;f theory.

""(11 Harl 1 g ylesd tevbione of gl o enda,
y are ac:‘tun]J and the“r have withstood timeb testing, or specially by the governnent

s closits sk coufllyn Az aiss

agencies of which theyv are critical. liy book on “he idn, assassination Was Heabmrted—hen
it provided the basis for accused /ﬁng; assassin “Yames Darl Hay's habeas corpus effort

and +ith 1its sucess for che two weeks of evidentiary hearingd in federal district court
{

—__'_.__—d-n . "

- ! : . % _ o ;

in lemplhis, Tennessee. There iy wag subjetted o MJ{(}I‘E'S ru:chine for
]

establishing truth, cros:s-,e:&d.nation, and it more thun survived. +t was validated.

&

) % y & S 8 nal f— ane a -
iy prior e: 'Jerledﬁes Ibei- not as rofessio higtard and I an no'c laviyer

=re those o & ruporter, investigntive raporier, United Stutes Cenate inveutigator and

wald wer I
aditor, and war—$izxe intelligence analyst, investigator and tuu‘ulp whooter. Part of wy

i [ L P Y
res) )Un“ilbll..tlt’q Mas tu d¢ for prozessional hiitorians what they could not do for then—
Wl
selves in obtaining and evaluating the kin s of inflornation oudside their education and

experienceg.

&



Without this uingle/mugicul bullet theory she Commission could znot have concluded
that there was no conspir.cy.

The grim fact ii.t‘ that evem—_- if this theory is aceceeted as fact, the offieial
evidence it elf proves, as my books show, that no one man could Jave comnitted thaterinme

‘

and on this basis alone there was uwithout question 4 conspir.cye.
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The: first; Iour@ Vhitewssh series,Vhitewash: the Heport on the Warren .-(.mrt,

Jdomple'-:ed six months after that Commission's depors was published and only four nonths

af'ter publication of its 26 volumes of apjendix, was the Tirst book on that Corrnission
wnd its ork. Mirst published in 1465, it is still used as a college a.d universiiy text
in criminalisties, history and political seience.

When reublished in 1966 it was t=Tirst bovk to include any records froum the Warren
Com dssion deposit in the National archives.

Ly subsequent books drew more heavily on this deposit and my last, Post Mortem (1975)

o Tt kg piofol wlud T

includes auout 20.) pages of fuesiuile rnprod%c.tlon o) = ¥ Obtained by a series of

IMreedon of information lawsuitue

{Despite these well-kmown facts not one of the forumists noted that Olnrer »tone
oHadfa : Congussippal
insisted throwsh the rolesse-oi/kis 1oV 4" as recently as his larch, 1992 (Testin %‘yy

P oo Bt By &
that 15 =he vord for his remarkable display of ¢ assassinatio

“availability of ofiicial record% befers—theSongress, that the Comniscion's
S

records remain suppressed until the year 2()39 wher in , fact all but about two percent of : :
ek
then are accessible at the archives, +n other and constantly varying form orL }ﬁ" hzas -

ripresented that "all" other official records also are supuressed )

The 1976 renrint 01 ny 1966 i};otog; aphic Whitewash includes facsimile roproduction
pM'W'W
of UIa rvorts disukiss the L:orfxm:'.,sl.r:Lon 3 :Lnterrﬂ:'e tation of the alateur movie oi the
M ma.

assassination by abraham Zapruder Dﬁiééd as a tineclock by the Chrrds.ion and as alleged

validution of ity thiory represented as unassailuble fact, that a single, mugical bullet
s

caused all seven nonfatal injuries on the Presid.nt and Texas G-ovarnor Jogn <. Lomnally

and, frou this career, unequhlied in seience or mythology, emerged in virtually pristine

P
Clnlnd™ 32 7k c14's 5 warional ———
conay l.df‘_lheﬁﬁ— analyses of that Tiam by the bB:"s :’hntographa.o mﬁﬁgm ~nterpreta—

and igmored oy
tion Center % vere disclosed to,":hp Hockefeller Commission, appinted b,f b former/f/ larren
Prenident

vomzissioner(Gerald ford, who also appointed one of iss former assistant counsels,

David Belin, to head it.

wWLffc a

in this series of FCIa lawsuits, ‘semerprecedental and one leading Yo the 1974



amending of the det, I obiained and moke available to all writers about a third of a
liaren
million nages of oncebwithheld offieial records, not the least o ubich are <the “omiisuion's

formerly *on Secret eiecutive-session frinscripis several of which, one running 86 nages
2 B Pages,

L reprpiured published in T acswnl'ft.. .
(again, part of that "al‘ "_ eged by Stone to be w:.thheld a&-ef—#na—bem&ae&eﬂ'
- 54 /)
rmwmm&ﬁm the ypar@ uﬂhou.. a eep fron any ot the
; o GV 2\ hin iy g B0 Lkl of Lo, f

H P
| three/Ansensitive and imviedest enough to ué‘ﬁﬁﬁm in the aAFR Med-ite their sub-
WW gmnx;,mWﬁ(MH——x e
es-'!;—m-t—ua;_ g

s [ .
disregard e “tone's nonstop lying <7 1\;/‘"/‘“’

and virtuoso displays of his TomomSEESE igmorance of all maber matters rolating to the JFK
assassination -~ the nut iness dignified fy referring o it ad "eonspiriey
theories.")

amony thiés great volume of records disclosed to ne Wt allegedly still suppressed
until well into the coming century are thousands of' pages of Ful reports relating to thm
4 " o N Al i 3
1ts scientific testings and many ,mmay more of its witness interviews.

[ ';"-DY)”

45 these are now available to writers and scholars they willyalvays be ss—eveilable
shen they become a permanent archive in Hood Yollege, Fredericl, daryland, vwhers sone
have alrvady been deposited.

“o vingle factual erroyol any significgnce has been called to my attention in any

i 7
of my books and no uingle one of the hundreds of people I wifte about : ne tof
J i .
cougain e - e redrdix. In all these seven books there are in—wid
st g hem come fmm D el plrnmints.
fewer than a dozen minor errors and thes : weepts 3 ing

“n my M0ILA htlgat:x.ou in which the def'endant was aiso the prosecutor, I made nmost "f

A D ertds
;fm m:- than in lawyers' ple:dings, thus making nyself subject

e e
to perjury prosecution if I erred., The government was not afle to mmlmm—m* 0l ad vV error

the ‘
Mengt]w and %btailed affidavi<s that in overall length equal the volume of' quite a few

books.

I have beendmsconsulted by Lm;tteegboz both “ouses of the Longress and even wmy FOIA

litigation adversary, the ﬁepartmen' of Justice, prevailed upon the cours in my C.4,



Jnat I id by these unusuaxl npesns, as Historian Unvid \irone described it, was to

L/? write thast oart of the history of the JF:i assassination anct its investigation while

f it was ha o ening.
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75-1946 i Taderal district court for the Bistoict of “olumbia to have ne act as 1lis
consultant in @y Aawsuit against if!
o !
In adlition to addressing c:ofege and university audiences froo coast to coast I have
i
conducted seminars at then, including for faculty only, and at 79 and in seriously in-—
- N . o
piired health I still do this at local Hond t:()Il./’ege.
I have been used assource, consultant am expert by all the major media ‘n this country
™ fmw Corastries B
and bf not fever than cight’smswrept that I can recall. L not one instance wgs there

o1 desd wlin
any allegation of inaccuracy or unfairness in andy3 anything: I wrote ‘ 2

=i

A' e
The 'BI even certified to the federal courts that k:ndét %re about the JFK assassi-
nation than anyone in its employ during this series of FOIa lawsudts) agazuatzzie nost
of which axe against it.

There is a similar representation of my sw@m&& i the only nrofes-—
sional bibliography in the field by Guth and \Wrone. \Greenvood Press.)

1 have, in fact, done with diligence and success for professional historians what
they faided to do for themselves, correctly interpreted the official subject-matter,
publication and files not publisheci) and brom;hﬂ:o light the noﬂ- inconsider:ble vblume of

P
until-then wishheld official records to which 'Iflreferxben‘t, not fewer than a third of
a milidion pages of them that, with very few exceptions, profressional historians igmored.

In doing this I forced the overnment to face my contradiction of its official
N s
solutions to these two politidal assassinations in o en court, vhere it did not refute
my sworn—to accountse.

and in doing this I in effect pliced my head on the block and dared the governuent
to chop away because if I had er—ed that would have been the felony of perjury and the

; N
government is also the prosecutor. @ 5/71' %

While I do not recommend this to othe's, including historians, as a way to live
and to conpel the unwilling government to divulge records it wnty to supuress, to
paruphrase the poet, I did break a path for others who are willing and @ able to follov.

Thin
I have adoé;_—'k—ioual credentials knowingly misrepresented by Stone and ignored by these

bo—cf{, [ ne cund T e _
three "experts" who swallowed withewt—messien and repeated his false account uithout



A #;lgﬂfg wn Ao /141f'¢£11424$1¢4f
) / reflecting any awareness of thegrossnessof—Rie—lyday i WIHCTh—he—pertrayed himself

' as the victin of a vast canpaign to, a la Garrison, wreck his movie.

Stone's account of the controversey about JFK that began publicly about the time he
started shooting, an account he repeated endlessly vith only minor variations in it, is
thapthe Cla and its "recipied" »eporters, who on occasion he numbered at 20U, vere
out to "get" him and, like a tl'zot_:s.-m_d vultures, vere perched ready to pick his bones.

He also attributed W i el feet to the undefined "Establishment,"

What he was talking about and knew he was talking%out is this one '?;ﬂyee-_r—-old_

severely linite b_r a nuriber of seruouﬂ illnes: {es and post-surgical complications g‘l

what he is able to do

T PR o s M, S

Stone begun promoting _@';with his promotions :f‘orl The Doors when it was released.
He then amnmounced that in his movie on the JI'K assassination he would tecord their
"history" for the people, telling them "who" killed their Presid:nt, "why" and "how,"
almost immediately he added that he would do this based on Jim Garrisonis "On the Trail
of thmasasujns."

Shockeé that a man whth Stone's reputation tould base 4 movie with a reported
initial «.40,um,owminveatmnmt of other people's money and risk his reputation
on & booir I knew to be utterly dishonest and Mot-din\é%o, tie booir in which Garrison
rewrote the history of his own-fiasco to make himself the vietin of the CIH, and having

J? ] the nost pdinful personal knowledge of what fbar‘ison really did and hov he did it, I
> Wrote otonpfat cons:.derahla length on February 8, 1991. “his was several months before
& he stase :tarted shooting.
My letter is detailed and specific. I attached some proof, offered more if he wanted
it and to respond to any questions he had.
aside from citing petty lies Garrison told in his book to present a false picture
of hiuscelf‘;/; 5 really ludierous if he had told the truth, I was quite specific in my
account of how Garrison had plarned to commenorate the fifth abhiversary of the JIK

assassination in 1968 with a truly monstrous indecegyy of his own i‘abi_;"‘action.

In thifr learned writings aoout the JFK controversy aiil's three "experts" igmmored
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what was widelyjy ﬁﬁi{ﬂ‘id indicating that I, named, had begun the controversy when
if'ter seveml months Stone did not respond to my letter.

I told hin that alter Garrison's staff had fuiled to deter his planned "commemora—
tion" atrocity two of them asked me to try to make it impossible for him to dare.

“ike others waa who should have imown bett:r earlier, I had believed that Garrison's

excesses wers his dffort tn fight fire with fire, his way of defe 11u1'1g hinself agaznst

Wﬁu,wtm, mmwwv-

.1

the government's effort to T
What these two members ol his stafr tol:i me ended umy innocence that in retrospect I

realize should have ended months earliier.

Py

Garrison plammed to ghargegiiters, a charge he did not make apgainst Clay Shaw, the

only swrvivor of jhis trio tha® also include'?"dae—*ahen—ée&d see Harvey “swald and David

Tha frlh olied.

Ferrie/ Hlis Gmassy “noll assass:.ns" were Bdgard Lugene Jﬁradley and lobert uae Perrin.

Bra.dle-y was the mast—ggaqt rapresentative of +he Caje lay, +ev Je: “sey | 'Itra ‘raZfo
) r “omnunications Uomdission's
preacher, itev. Carl MNesntire, to whom we are indebtoed for the} gimme=emted "fairness

“ 3 ’ . - " - A
doctrine ended by the feagan adninistration. Perrin was the former husbuand of Varren
Comission «itness Naney ferrin Hich.

Garrison's itagined proof that Brndley was one of those who killed JFK is I’wua'_so—
by neus ohotographers
imagpned "identification" of Bradley as one of the three men whose pictures were takem/
two osolicenan and a deouty sheriff walked them
as mmm@mms Sehool “ouk Uepository Bullding, fron nh:.t.h,:.zl the

official aceount of the assassination,all shots had been Iired. assassination conspiracy-

theorist nuts dubbed these "the tramp pictures! u’uA along with Marrisen a*tr::.bu‘tecl a

wide and &ften self-cegntradictory variety of "idemtifications'" and inporgances <o then.
The nan Uarrison "identified" as “radley was also i own to these nuts as "the walldng

man., " not that all three wers not m:lking. He was also £"iuentified" us CIa/Watergnter

M Howard “unt \ "proven" in one book by ths new science o "ear" identification!),

as Watergater Frank “turgis and as, avong many others, conressed nurderer Churles Hurrel-
"Chesrs”

7
son, father ol the “ha.‘t‘ifoody.
mb“—‘j ‘?!

i
«no=her was nicknumed "Frcmcl}{" and sooy he was iurther identified as ffyndon

“ohnson's feru manager!



jr He also insisted that no record of their arrest was made and that no trice of

I ’I‘ then ren ined when j#s¢ they were let go. If he had spent a pit-ance of Varner's millions
on a2 phone call to the police he would have gotten the records of their arrests on ftrunped -
up j%arges and their identifications. The po_ice had dosclosed those record: but Stone and

asdesimsfiin ot \
nis h:Lred "experts," I mlt,u:x.ng wmrredd “he Dallas assessination Information Centend) / “y
¥

MWKMM’JW C



AN In ny earlier efforts to debunk this rnonsense tawen so seriously by the conspirdcy
theoristy I tried to get some rationsl oiplanation of why they hung around to get caught.
The invented e:@plazm.tiuns, non: ol vhich m.de any sense at all, éwes included that
they werw: the assassination "puynasters" even thomgh they were taxen into custody without
the alleged pay.
I began my investigation, as I renorted to gtone in full detail, by asldng o
/ experienced professional investigators to learn the truth for nme. /The;?ftt-:o independent
r’ﬁ investigations, neither kmoving that I had asked she other, vielded the identical results.
The men were winos, drinking it up on a parked raitroad boxear behind the Central Snnex
Post Office  abomt—aniowr—and—uhelf later ihen the police searched the entire area
they were found reeking and taken to be quest-ionu:t. The only way %u walk them off the
railraod twcks was to take them north across 'l:ht-: triple overpass,then east past the

That wso sE O et aud a af Fatlle 4
—T3BD and therc the news photographers werc SIOCTing everything that movedq

That bomear was a block west of the scene of the crime and two and a half blocks
2outh of it. among the marvelous CIA inventions for assassinfition no rifle that shoots
arounc corners has yet been raported, or sights that enable seeing a.rounﬂibco‘:gm—%%'@

(Yet knowing the truth from my letter of February O, mwcumm in his June 2 aticicle
in the Washington Post “tone :.n.usted that these men were lm%ate suspectgs I

a,v% Raddpssd
who had been apire i in a passenger car prrked "behind" the TSBD fz-om which,
J - - Y
dut-énsibly, shey could have shot -without any weaponstm)
\._________-__.’
Une of my eforts te¢ debunk the misuses of these 'trump" pictures led to an FBI

"

) investigation the results of which confirm the investigations made for m@ﬂ»vdhu
Iy
J

{ 1 later obtained it under FOIA. It still made no difference to “+tone. ( )Q\ J\/\/“-"
- |
.-/—""ﬁ A

Lo

e he had asked the Dallas police he's have learned that she-wen wers identified

ea.ed. Stone alleged, historian that he is, that they were

when picked up and wée

3

J\\ not identified and that there cords. after the movie was out the police

—

released _313 ecords identifying: the men as

(/

el

74; Hlells 4 {u"‘}é‘ffj
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For others the fuct that $hE/hiu alleged assassinsfsmss had killdd hincelf 156 months before
_‘ 1 £ e - S o T SR O S . "L 2B i e

L S
JFK wa@gdi would have been an insoluble problg@. But not for derring-do Varrison! e
Povombin (943

" merely ordained that.\ths%/pIoT hgving begun before august 28, 1962, the plotters had e

buried
etifutedzshesbedyzef an unknown Venezuelan seanan as “errin while Perrin mswkimwedx
gl L-Mﬁ#tﬂ—é

lived/A8 & pulp vriter using the name "Starr!"



.“\“:\-s

,,‘! ,’f Doing what could make it impossible for Garriaonito charge {‘j}?;rrm was touchier.
It re uired investigations the leg vork for which was done for me by Yarrison's staff
investigators at the instructions ol ~ouis Ivon, chief investigator and one of the tio
who had asked me to underiake this nission.
Cey

¥ - i E s i " ‘(—/

Garrison_ s sick and impossible scenario was that Perrin and otherg had a secret
communications center in an empty apartvent in a Hew Orleans complex owned by a man
really named § Ehruschevsky, with Perrin in charge.

“his was the Perrin imown to have ldlled himself the yoar before g in Yarrison's
nightmare hé had Hlled JFK!

Garrison had not bothered to conduct or omder zmyfreal investigation. Instead as

i i 5 l't ﬁ Mf/ ‘-:f.v—‘-.:‘
he dreamed these tlﬁ.agn up GuS—at nethiwr he :Ln.apatt.hed an dinveatigator he had hired

A L oyt g,
over staff obj:ctions and pa:.d from private fund.saWil...lam Wood, who used the nane

=T g Tt byl
"Bill .Bu ey, " -out wg 'proof’ ." mated to Uarrison as Boxkey

‘_lr.;- .

wasy-he dutifully came back with the proof.”
Boxley had worked for the CIA, which fired him for drunkemnness. “his was well lmown.
(In the original scripi, which “tone changed after he got my letter, he had Boxley
as an assistant district attorney and the inside wrecker, the stoolpidseon%or the CTa
olanted to wreck the "probe."

The delicacy m\{olved was that “Yarrison knew that grrin had killied himslef on
W 24{” /9l oo 7 But that pre.sented no problen 1or Stone's hero, ‘brave man

;u \_“

that he was, undeterred by the {poworiul (-In- ummm 77‘;’ 7

charges, - MEW
| _‘;“-V‘Y’!HN 0 d- - "
| dvonys recors L could have giWen “tone had he expressed any interest, 1@@

/
' \had any interest at all in preserving his persoanl and professional integrity and that

of his movie, is Garrison's annotation of a repor @a‘" :Ln 8 s;(lcide. k&ttdﬂh‘)ff

utone coultf also have had,-—s% he.-:m:pert:sag of the
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suicide by a Louisiana state ':rop‘wr wl!ﬁ Per—in hag phoned as soon as he took the

wang Ao at Mﬂ_fﬁ\:ﬂ/ Z Pivien s MWM}\M/
cyanimide on the Charify Hospital records{obtained Tor ue by Skaf

Garrison's own staff investigator, the experienced Frank welocho,l/wsd a photocopy of <the
handwritzen norgue book, which was not and could not easily have beun forged, -obﬁained
for me by ag-—au—a- Ugrrison staff investigator whose name I have forgotten.. M
r’ir,l,‘t-*""L'fhese, of course, are basic, simple and obvious inveﬂ_ igations, had any investigation
been necessary, ad none wai becuuse it was well knoun thaT Perrin had in fact killed
himself. I kneu ¥eat before I began the invesligation that did prevent this additional
Yarrison indecency and atrocity.
twr problem was the certg/inty thil Yarrison would not admit what he had done and
was doing. Thot would have ended his "probe" and would have been a serious problem for him
with a Clay Shaw appeal then belore the Supreme “ourt of the [fnited States.
I worked my gway aroupd this seemingly impossible obstacle by the sinplest of thinkingd
il’f it <akes a crook :o cateh a crook, then it takes a nut to reach a nut. L kneu just the
o msn to persuade Yarrison, Vincent Salam{r‘}iaf Phil&delphia lawyer who wa:s aloost _Eﬂrri—
i =

son's Svenguli. Garrison juﬁ loveu,,' the politics and philosophy he got for hours at a time
!

/

-1
| )

fron Salandria.
©g, * phoned “ulandria, belling hin +that I had just learmed of & plot by his Pmi‘erred
éﬁg noir, the CIa, to ruin Jim.I asked hin to be .ith me, knowing he would Jo no verk

but would be (‘los9t¢e-1 with Carmbon, while aI developed the remaining proof. Ve «ven
Matt Herron M TW
stayei togethe:' with a mmﬁgm} worked and Vince and Yarrison spent’ a-week
o,
bull—sess:.ﬁun{-, mostly at the New Orleans athletic @hub, which ;ar“lson used as a sec$

otricosm e child o faliaf Tlnl i T8/ urtdd foud df-vre Quffleidt & cotvrespl Wis
Lo Atkm

o e,
I finished my inve:tigative rg,port_;f laboring on it with latt's defective portable,
/ &
mine having been totalled @M when my ilqu,gue vas intercepted on an earlier trip te=ew
il e—— ;lg—- e -fM A zegh”
(rleans and tobedded, on a Saturday a tn,rnoon or ever:m} I gave ¥ to andrew (Hoo)

Sciambra, the most puniolf of + “Yarrison's assistant district uttome:a and the one with
) 4+ 3 ’ . L3408 -'""é‘ s % da =
whor “Yarrison spent far and away the nost time. Sciumbra wes the second ol the—swe—parvison

i e
staffers vho had asked me %o underia.)(.’ke thisumission geemingly impm



/ : I did learn more about Uswald, who did have associates in his Hew Crleans umX pre-—

assassination activities, even had Sciambra with me when I developed some of the proof

with live witnesses, and Garrison, who had Oswald charged in the Shaw case, was inflif-

ferent to it.)



I
. ; - s g - o 5 Z1F -
/3., P Seianbra surgested that I drive to the office the next morning with ny .‘.Swngal:n./ M’f
! 2 “r

Thes 5
{ thgs the two of th:';m woula {ﬁ;ent the results of uy invetigation to Yarrison at the
. “
lew Orle.ns athletic Ulub, and That - remain in the of'ice doinyg wyr oun work so I would
be where he could find me easily.

|3

S0, drivin; the District “ttonxey's office's fsouped—up Chevvy II that had been

ciats AGHE] p2el £ e TF iele
confiscated from a gangster, the m.e—ei——iee vehicle the stafty refu.,Pn to drive, it was-
wiret wid G ar Pl

that mlpree&ictabla} so it was always avai'lexble,ul drove £ to the pfﬁT:e, wheee Scianbra
awaited us, 1 nroceeded with my worik and they to their we rendezvous with ®tone's heroic
figyre.
) (Virtually all of the time I spent in Hew Orleans was in trying to learn nore about
Oswald and any associates. I alvgys 1mJ worlk with me wherever L J,"w;zn'i:. iy lurge atsache
{

/
i ca$ when ]:eb;&e'ﬁl weighed 35 pound N A /Uﬂ-ty\

f

Several hours later the phone rang. 4 clearly euphoric Sciambra exclaimed, "Hal, you

éid i%! I'w coming over to get you and tike you to the bLes’ Italian me:l you've ever had."
Ldvn
He did not exagperate Ids wife'sital ts5a

T -

If the 1an desceribed by Mtone as the most daring and prineipled of district atifor-

nies was at all enbarrassed he did nos railect it in any way at & lunch he arranged for &
the next day in a 1T0AC diningroom. .'Jeside: 11:|.4:u: Af, of his legal .itaff he ‘:Lu‘ Sedanbra

o e F’—"z;z‘
end Jin alecoeck \later a Jjudge) 3:resent..":1_1;);; not oI his smﬁ lbesides Salandrig’
: — "

'_“_'—'_‘—.. IR i
;j@\-il';iau Murner, like Gar-isou, o forner FBI special aé_,entcbu.‘c unlike Garrison he

TEd
was one(lloover had fired after about 10 years in whieh he had been an s8I specialist in
sblack bag" job§ illegal entorings and steiling what the f8I wanted. Turner was then on the

staff of Hamparis magazine.

Fal

e and sSalancria were the only contribiiters to Garrison's exposition of ke latest

of his all-encompassing oy pix ¢y theories of the JFK asuassinstion. He' had a black-

R &Tufwa R ATAR et A
f board there for 1—1&&&&1@.{1 it with-a skeseh of the United Ltates. ~hose of the imumerable
a
1
partners in hie inagined conupiracy,as he marked them on the blacl:bo%td, includeo

Soeing in the upver Morthwest; .ockheed in lower Ualifornia; 3ell helicopters in Texas,

along with oil nen, wichoud neur liew Orleuns’ e bomber eounand neir Omghay .iclonald—
7/



hsatdNed W WAL 1= €1 W

. . o ] Eg.g
s I fjﬂf‘f"‘j”ﬂ

Lxtra s mce
o what b&s files held,

ith this a5 & sampley and it is by no means an unfidr saaple, of the utter baseless-

5 world's .
nes: of the multitudinows couspiriey allegations Gd¥zisen announced to ihe media,mxkbm
.

and with his having ignored the viable invathative leuds concefned peoplu did give him,
particularly relating to Uswald and his sctivities and associates in New Orleans - and
Ihix these include even the kidnapiing of one Varren Commission witness by wnother as
soon ag Javid ferrie died){ of which I have confirmed personal kuouwledged- is it any
wonder that a’fter he wag defeated for reelection¥  nd had to vacate the district atior-

ney's ofiice, Garrison alleged and says in his book that his files were stoeln?
Did he dare allow so ghastly a self-indictmont fsurvive‘?

“ould he have written and published and profitted from as utiterly and completely
a dishonest rewriting of his own nmonumental fiasco if gh sieh records existed to con-—
o
 demn it aud hin for what they were, ny deseription to Stone, pa fraud and a travesty?"
/ Fanhispny !

n' e:)/ Stone can hardly have been gullible encugh to helieve S o 1ffserving canard.

—_— e 1 J‘l

Wot woild it have been reasonable of hinm to pa accept ke Garrison's, acoount of this
alleged heist, ;ds given to we by one of his staff“ nost dedicated to him, It is tiw.t ‘,
also devotedly loyal member of the staff %&t— Garrison asked to nove the files fron his
of “ice +o his residence instead sold them to the uIh.

I knew these men personally, knew of their great personal devotion to Garrisen and
the toll that toox of their personal lives, and I imew enough about the%aﬁirm
with shdeh those filus recked to have no doubt at all that it was Uarrison himself who
saw 4o it that shey vould no longer e:ist, =ither to indiet hin or to juopardize the
not inconsiderable surghe got from his books and fron 9tone for the movie rights to
nis fanstasies.

I.#é tlie CIa Qr any other enemy, real or imagined, had latched on to that sinply un—

J'Zugineuble collection of investigative % and myythologies  what a time it would

have had, % 0 it would have revelled in leaking “hem to nake a dushin laughin? stock of

this phony hero and his conspiracy ravings!



; / by /-’I Un his parit, Stone clammored for the release of official govermment records as

f a weans of prouoting hinself and his movie knowing tlmthﬁs_‘umly of no%t most of thoge

| records vere not ﬂi‘thheldf and wgf:e‘a;ﬁailuble t0o hin and to anyone «lse. He had no
interest in government records sa«.vé as a rogaganda nloy. Ziﬁd had any concern for his
personal and professional iIntegrity and for the honesty of the movie he was producing,
sarticularly after he ot my lester of February 8, 1991, he would have asled Gar-ison for

zome docunentation. ey {4'/
, o , , At ren e LS
and, of course, Garrison had his explanation set- Fhey'd been stolen.- Tadali

/
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Knowing, he did it anyway, making a hero oZI this Lharlatan and in so doing

foisted off as the rezl thing stil. another phony explanation or the JFK assassination

. to the lurpest audience evers’
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| f

St 12, e al” wefo

Dotrglass at larietta, Yeorgia, and I can't rememker who all in Washington, huw Wﬂz_a;;;

d,m.&w..m
Such was life around’ the strict attf oney, as ftom, refers to h:f; who had the

A ¢-M#Z Lz
- r to use h:Ls office in an effort to establisl ‘thi‘ truth about the JFK assassination.

e ettt
Hodent to a fault S Lan on whose book Stons.sswesd the country he vwould

o and [ Nty
record their history for the people, telling them who killed their President mul Hh;y, Seet

by

issued a press release to an_loug(; 1e Boxley's iir:Lng. "after evidence rewently developed by ooy
e

the Distict Attorney's staff" Because he was "d.n operative of the Central Intelligence

Agency!"

4aside frow its first paragraph the press release made nwe reference to Boxley or

his firing. Garrison devoted the rest of it to his alleged accomplishmentd and added

details of his coxm'r,acy.

& - . V \-
re /H:wing been told this and more ‘and having been promised further
. f4

documentation and answepy to any questions he had,-. ignored %letter. and this was %
two months before he started shooting, time to uhwmsd replace a script which I'd told him,

V2
and I think to reasonable people provedf was"a fraud and a travesty." A W”

S'HW. ik ‘@'% =

—#e Jmey exactly what he was perpetrating from the moment he got my letter./[ &rd he

did get it because he had his "rese:rch coordinator," Jane Rusconi, phonyme in great

|l

excitement o tell me hov pleased they were to heard from me becamse they were both "fans"
of mine and had ea?d"#11 three" of my books, of which there % six on the JFK assassina-
tion. Stone wanted to know if he cou]:d phone me the next day. I asuured her at any time.

Apparently he changid his mjncif;;}ﬁ;Me letter.

If Stone had not ssured the country that his movie would be non~fiction, a faithful
account of the assassination, he would have had every right to do and say anything he
eantezip wvanted to, no matter how wrong, decept:i.e:,{/misleading it might be, and I would
have said and done nothing. But onc::& g these assurances ,%he audience he would
without question reach with what would further confuse and misinform the country, after
waiting for some weeks to hear from him I decided that any attention to his rewriting of

our history and glorification of Garrison would make a major story that would carry itself.



LY

Heanwhile, I had been given a copy of Stone's script. It was the bipzest ssassina-
tion disinformation since the Warren Beport. I found it difficult to believe that anyone
could work such a peﬁ:w—dreadl‘ul into Gscur-quality.’1-£oeeovexﬁ)the gross ignorances off

~“he well-known )
both the established fact of the assassination andYdetails of Uarrison's mishmash <t
reflected astounded me. Do I gave a copy of the script and of uy records of ny investi-

gation that nade it 1mpos=s:.b1¢. ImxfiekRExxdes Tor Yarrison to further desecrate "the

\——L—f/) i WM/mf In X
crime of the century" tm&-ea&.:mtrrt a"commenoration fo ‘é’;noag ardie%hxix ML

I've known him as a depeddable and %Eurate reporter for 25 yeurs and I believe he knows

more about the JTK assass_natlon and its inw xst:.gation?df_d‘\ “"7 fﬂ"" "“//"}‘ﬂ :
(it iy ool

Lardner's complotely accurate story-a‘pT—JJ d lay 19, 1991 s }:ha't is the begipniug
of accurate ¢xposure of what Stone was really up to, a crass and rude commercialization
angl exploiation of the JFK anaassiuatiozi and that for an ulterior purpose.

and 50 it was that as he nade a hero out of *he failed and faulted Garrison v

Stone made: of me the Cla, some 204 of its "recipied" reporters" and even "a thousand
vukbared vultures'" waiting ‘.:o."):.c his boneus because 1% is I and none of the above who
am respondible for the ensuing and lingering controversy.

Lardnear':?f &m, which wa sygf.cated, identifiied ne by name as his sourcej S0 anyone

doing any research, if élm's experts needed anything more than the nmurk of their minds
to be able to write with aushority and dependsbility for such a publication, made it
apparent that I started it all and how l/coulu be reached.

But I underestinmated Stone enormously. I had nof idea he could say as much without
sver comitxg in contact % with truth at a’l or in any way. /7tu could and did day what at
any time secmed to Serve his imme iate needs as he saw them and say the exact opposite the
next tine he faced a pad or a microphone. What he ssid also was angled %o appeal to the

[ interviever.
T e lubelled ne a crook who stole the script chen he kneu that was not onlyg‘not true

: 7 i
" a7, but was also imposgible, ;u.m that o his ‘endless lies, like most of the rest of then went

zveryvhere in syniniicationc#““‘/ wn Adsee aied [V soto .

T Post extended unprecedented courtesies to him, even allouing hinm to withdraw a

—



]
A

scandalously and stupidly i&'a.cc:urate\m he had asked it to publish and fo ruplace
it with 4 nmore nodeat self-exposmre as an assassination igmoranus rather than an expert.

oottt s mor: e Srae subdued nythology appeared in the Post on YJune 2,
The next day £ wrote hin about his many fuctual errors in it. amd to this I did get a
regponse, o rather snotty onc iroul his in-house expert, :luiconi.

after this self-indulgence so appropriate to authentic scholarship - she was tisx

_S.tone g "re.earch coordinator”" - she got to the nitty—grity
Tl here Boneith “"yf}'x "If it ia a% all possible, wa'd like o salvage something

constructive out of this rclationshap," she began her concluding parapraph. che ended it,

"short of dramatizing: the Zggp:lges rou've wrested from the archives (from which I
da

"yrested of © emJ, what can we do to make the best of our situation?"

"Helationship" deseribes my causing this exposure of the "fraud and travesty"

%tone was producing when the exposure could endanger “tone and Varner's w0, 0000007

"Helationship" when I iriformed him that “Yarrison was a phony he was recreating into

ol
a hero and that his "probe" of the assassination was Mhat he%tmmed up and beiieved as sopn
as he inngined it?

We had no "relationship" and "pur situation" was not mine at all - it .as $tone's and
his alone.

I've asked several others, including professional historians ang liviyers, if they can
find a.y meaning other Shan I did in these words, that i% is a solicitation to be el
peld off. <o liot one disagreed with me or could see any other possible meaning in

7/ her words.
A \Stone hed been passing: money out in large chunks to an assortment of assasasination-
gonspirscy Muts, like the Dulla.s assassination Infornation L-ﬂnter, ..lk_nams-ﬁ:—*uo--for

Lt gy ﬂqe‘E}M—
itself, te—hich He g,aw an initial $80,000 une=sbet arter ansparcntly ispossible

story of Ricker White, that his dead father had beon a Urassy “nol. assussing, had baclk=-

ebn uld

fired and been exposed as a fake cum 'pla@g.urlsm h&t-aolw part of izs scenario frow a
Frhe W&ﬁ&é’l‘m Lé£10 l'é
novel. ~tone avpided the uu"hi"'l*lt, scholars and he and his ,tu.smgé&‘the—swemi

f’Jum_ v LW"MM)

rabid assassination theorlm
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OUR FILE NUMBER:

81758-000.66

JILL L. SMITH
EVE H, WAGNER

SANDRA A. DEWEY

October 28, 1991

REGISTERED MAIL/
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Harold Weisberg
7627 01ld Receiver Road
Frederick, MD 21702

Re: "JFK"/Camelot Productions Corp. and Oliver Stone

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

Your letter to Mr. Stone dated October 5, 1991 has been
referred to us for response.

Please be advised that "JFK" is not based on, and does not use,
any of your materials. On the contrary, the film is based 6n
extensive research encompassing numerous historical writings and
source materials, including two well-known books in which Mr. Stone
acquired the motion picture rights.

Further, we are informed that none of the facts and ideas to be
presented in the film was brought to light or developed exclusively
by you. Those events and ideas were derived from other or multiple
sources. In any event since historical events, ideas and theories
cannot be the subject of ownership, we could not recognize any claim
by you to have "rights" in them -- even if you were the person:who
discovered or developed them.

This will also conform, as you requested, that neither

Mr. Stone nor Camelot Productions will credit you as an author or
having any creative involvement wiFh the Picture.

8175800066-94577.194

WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER



S L had no interest in bedng bribed. I had accomplished what I set out to do, uade
a public record for at least the future afd ouf history the: true character ol
Stone's version of =his history awd who killod the Prewnident, whyaand hove
4s dtone mnid lusconi botl: lmew and as I was guite specifie in telling her, I would

not in auy Wag support or have anything te do weth them and their novie.

Yonetheless, “fone being Stone, wéthou‘: any bnbg%w found hoss own me ns, consistent
with his pevsonal and professional ethics, %o "salvage something constructive" and "to
mace the best of our situation.”

e and his people, including co-author Zachary Sklar, edifor of Garvison's book,
wrote and told reporters and columnists that I wau helping then!

) thas he stop & ading on Ly name 5 ‘
Hy written demands)Went without response except for a letter fron one of his laywers

_'_______‘__—r‘—_—’_‘—'—«-.
1 which she said that history canuot be copywrighted! ((quote directly later.

al
f}/‘m

4/ & "forum" and 7}(;{-&44&62/2’0'}7,#;» "a symposium" when in futt not one addressed the

s is but a peek at the man ‘{;Saised by the three participents in what aHH calls

’

basis for th= controversy and eritieisms :nd all three constituted themselves his claque.



