lir. david L. lansel, editor T627 0ld Receiver Hoad
The American Historical Review i"rederick, 1D 21702
914 atwater liay 31, 1992
Bloomington, I 47401

Dear lir. Hansel,

I am the author of the first book on the Varren Commission, "Whitewash: the Report
on the Warren deport" (1965), of five other bouks on the JFK assassination and its offi-
cial investigations, and of one on the assassination of llartin Luther King, Jr.

A series of serious and limiting illnesses persuaded ue to write no more for publi-
cation because it is not possible for me to write with the certainty of accuracy I achieved
in these seven books, which are bLasiec in the field, and I did not want to undermine the
reputation of my published work.

Despite the limitations imposed upon me my these illnesses and my 79 years I was
able for a while to continue with a series of lawsuits I filed under the Freedou of In-
fornation act. These yielded about a third of a million puges of once-withheld official
records that will be part of a free public archive at local Hood College. Soue of these
lawsuiis were precedental and one led to the 1974 auending of the inves;tiguto.t}i‘ileu exenp-
tion of the act to open FBI, CIi and related files. Otherswriting in the field, nostly
those with whou I do not agree, have always had unsupervised access to these records.

Instead of continuing my writing for publication I have in recent years devoted ny
«fffrts to perfecting the record of these great events for history. Often this had meant
annotating the proliferation of exploitatibns and commercializations the most conspicuously
successful oi which waBPl:war Stone's "JFKE."

I ap&ﬁog:.za for my typing. 4 nust sit with oy legs elevated, with the typewriter to
the side. I cannot eliminate the resulting errors and I camnot always get what I write re-
ty‘ped..)

hs anyono presuming to virite about this movie and the controversy surrounding it should
¥now to be qualified to write anything at all abo\'f& it, and this is even more true when it
ig for publication in your )restlg_,iou:s Journal w which so many of those who teach history
depend, I am the one who began the serious criticisn of what ﬁ tone was up to. The first
major article was in the Washington Poat and it makes clear that I was its source. Phus
any serious and responsible writing about the controversy, if those writing were as well
prepared as they should have becn and if they intended wriiing about the subject rather
than their other intereets, should have recognized that, although “tone was well aware that
I am responsible for the criticism beginning wi‘l‘.['c that Post article, he proc:{'l‘imed that
he was being persecuted by the CIA and several hundred of its "recipied" reporters, The
Latablishni:nt, and that "a thousand vultures" were waiting th pibck his bones.

“n plgin Bnglish he lied. 4s I wrote him, like the phony hero of his movie, Jin



Garrison, he has trouble telling the truth even by accidunt. Anyone qualified to write
sbout hinm, his movie or this controversy, should have done enough research to be aware
of this permeating fact s he lies and is skilled and unconscionable enough to exploit
exploit his lies commercially. .

When I got your April issue I was deeply involved in analyzing and preparing wemoranda
on other aspects of this significant development in what without question is a major, a turn-
ing~point in oun history. I laid some of them aside, unfinished, becuuse AR is as presti-
geous and as influential as it is. after reading youwr "forum" I decided to write you at
some length in geq?hlities and then to follow that with specifics relating to each of the
three articles you published.

The record is quite clear: those who are partisans and subject to more serious critic-
ism for the Sgaltu of what they publish simplsg do not publish any corrections. it is not
reasonable for me to expect that if as I do I criticise Al for at Deast irresponsibility,
ignorance and unscholarly indulgence of preconceptions and agendas pursued when not rele-
vant, it will publish what I write. So I assume that you will not publish, hope that you
will read und learn from the reading, and I will have done to the degree now pussible for
T me, made & record for our history.

Before I could resume with specific reference to the specific artiddes the Jo
of the American “edical Association launched its media blitz/ event that disgraces itVas
I believe you have no way of kmouing. I must temporarily suspend what I an writing ;Lout
your April issue and address the newest JIK assassination Jallborie.

Becuuse one of my purposes i& to inform you, rather than waiting until I an km able
to complete what I'11 write about your April @ssue I aend you herewith what I wrote in
great haste. If you have any questions, to the degree possible fo:* me 1'1l answer them.

Whenever I can complete this I'1l send the rest to you. I

Sincerely,

darold Vedaliori



