DALLAS WARY OF ROLLING STONE

By Mark Potok
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As Academy A ward-winning

director Oliver Stone
of John F. Kennedy, some JSear it may again cau

Diractor Oliver Stone, whose latest work is

L ]

B Q&A with Oliver Stone. Page A-19

B Times Herald maovie critic David Kronke
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met with a large, callective X

, the man who's become the
nation's chief cinematic chronicler of
the 19605 is making a film about the
assassination of President John F.

Kennedy in Dalles. And even after
the passage of decades, some people
in Dallas find that deep] troubling.

The reason, Stone said, boils down
to a word: “Fear.”

In the weeks after the Nov. 2,
1963, assassination, much of America
came (o see Dallas as “The City of
Hate" — a hotbed of right-wingers so
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prepares to shoot his movie on the assassination
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“The Doors,” has become the nation's chief fiim chronicler of the 1980s,

Director revives dark memories with film

ness leader Stanley Marcus, they
made *John Birchers Jook like raving
liberals. "

Now, as Stone prepares to kick off
five weeks of local shooting Monda:

on the movie tentatively titled * A
some fear that the specter of Dallas’
supposed responsibility — the idea

minded chief executive — could be
raised once more on celluloid.

Please see STONE, A-19
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guess, and that's fine, but why
should we allow Sixth Floor
and the exhibit — which at-
tempts to give ac-

Martin Jurow, a movie
producer and Southern Method-
ist University film professor:
“While we want motion pictures
to come to Dallas and appreciate
the sums of money that are
spent, it is still a little bit of a
heartbreak to wonder whether or
not Dallas might be accused in
some fashion. | just hope we're
not hurt"
Stone said his script “doesn’t
int the finger at Dallas ™ But
lambasted the Kennedy mur-
der investigation. *Any murdered
man in any city d have the
right to more investigation than
Mr. Kennedy got," Stone sald.
“And he was the president.”
Hunt said Dallas’ defensive-
ness is easy to understand.

ogy professor at SMU, agrees the
assassination was a trauma to
residents — and a “social-

1y una table” one at that.
Dlll.umLmd that soon after
the event

“Famnilies were refused service
at restaurants and filling stations
Joutside of Dallas],” Pennebaker
wrote in a 1888 study of the as-
sassination’s effects in Dallas.
“Long-distance i

operators
nected their calls. Schoolchildren
threw rocks at cars with Texas
license plates. Students from
Dallas out-of-state col-
leges were hounded by their

peers.

Pennebaker's study, which fo-
cuses on the physical effects of
repressing painful memories,
found several that were not ac-

B Dallas deaths from heart dis-
eases went up 4 percent between
1964 and 1969, while the number
declined by 2 percent nationally.

B Suicide rates in Dallas in-
creased by about 20 percent in
1864, compared with 4.5 percent
dsewhenln_unUmmdSnm

B in the aflermath of the as-
sassination, voting patierns grew
mare liberal, donations to United
Way went up and construction of
futuristic rocketed

all of which Pennebaker partially
ﬂhum to an !‘:. erase
t over Kennedy's

City Councilman Al Lipscomb
remembers the “extreme, vio-
lent” Dallas of the early 1960s
but said the city “asked for re-
demption and is now in the heal-
ing process.” Still, a little more
medicine — in the form of a

“It's good. We need a good,
therapeutic enema to make sure
we go forward,” Lipscomb said.
“It's a purge to make sure there
will be no residue of the past.”

“Let's face it,” sdded Hunt.
“Oliver Stone is an outstanding
ﬂhn-mha:u. Andﬂhe has Plﬂil-}-l)’
made his reputation doing explo-
rations of subjects that are very
painful to some elements of
American society. l}:e took me two
years to get up to
watch ‘Born on the Fu:.rwﬂ!ngf! Ju-
ly," because Vietnam is & painful
memory lo me.

*For people, it will be
hard to m Oliver Stone's film
on the liennedy assassination.”




