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Date: 8/6/73
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(Type in plointext or codel
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2N K T A\ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

] FROM:™ A PUIS (44-1987) (P*)

UBJECT: \ MURKIN “ CZZZ[../F‘.S_Q//’ ,{.///7\9;}.
7 Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of three - —ji-.
FD-3028 reflecting interviews with CHARLES QDASTEPHENS at 5 Xcidid
Memphis, Tennessee, on 4/5/68, on 4/5/68, and on 4/24/68, " Also’”
enclosed are two copies of a sworn affidavit given by | ... ...
STEPHENS during June, 1968, & Sy o e D e 8

N

i
. g

Mr, HARVEY GIPSON, an attorney at Memphls, Tennessee,
has contacted the Memphis Office and. has advised that he is '-
representing -CHARLES Q, STEPHENS, who is attempting to collect -
approximately $100,000 in reward monies which were offered by |
local newspapers and by others at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING ,
was killed, .- e T i AV )

AN

GIPSON stated he has filed a civil suit in the sholby/
County Chancery Court at Memphis, He Jndicated he has obtalned
copies of statements furnished to the  State Attorney General's
Office dnd he indicated he is aware that there are several signed
statements furnished by STEPHENS to the FBI during this 'l -
investigation, Mr. GIPSON stated he hopes the FBI will thrm gig,

2 L
~ these statements over to him voluntarilyy but indicated heugﬁb} *13,1
-will seek them through court action 4f neccessary.-'*'_-‘-*:}::31‘"__‘#;@_‘._35&“._‘?.’5,»;; ’
' i . ¢ ' . P AT LW LN TF 24 L TS
No admission was made to GIPSON as to whether or not '’
" STEPHENS had furnished any signed statements to the FBY, <« A ..
. 1 review of the Memphis file does not indicate that STEPHENS has
18 ever furnished a signeg)Atatement to the FBI, and the only %"
- . signed document which jcan/be located 1s the enclased affidavit, -
| 1{_ ' The Bureau will note thdtf a copy of this affidavit was previously
1 k- furnished to the Bureju Memphis airtel dated 6/13/53,*-_;,;:9;!;;,1,,_-_
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P bolieved that this affidavit was furnished to a departnental fj
. 'r"attorncy and it may have been used in “connection with tho A --;
ox}rSdit!.on of JAMES EARL RAY from England, . e (43%3

n . It is suggested that the Burcau discuss with tho G
- et Department what action is desired regarding GIPSON's req,uest' e
N for information appearing in FBI files, 1t is strongly ~ .-&57
recommended that we decline to furnish GIPSON any 1nformtlon, B
as it is believed that any cooperation on our part will - :
encourage GIPSON to seek more and more information to sl

substantiate his client's claim, It is also felt that the "“"‘“*'
t of sut:ticj.ent n,},' ¥ -‘-.";

o informition furnished by STEPIENS was no

iy importance to justifiy any reqard. EL R
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ~

"t 1., 2 . $ ' . Date
" i.‘; . .‘-r_‘- -' ) . i - ,.. , ’ - :;‘r‘":," .‘
T . * CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422% South Main ©Erehafe
gtrect, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, rmﬁi;,;;;,;_
. “.1968, he was with his wife at the above address. He stated iy
4 +".that at about 3:30 p.m., oh the sbove date, he began working ...
¢ on a table model radio of his which was in need of repalr, .4
He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed it on the - %
table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the s
pathroom which was used by all tenants on his floor. As he .: I
was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next 2
apartment to him, Apartment 5B, leave his’' room several times PAJY..
and go into the bathroom. ~Mr, STEPIENS stated that he knew 33? )
' it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment 5B that SVFIAL ..
. - _ afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment 5B i gurly
open and then footstepo would go down the hall to the bathroom, ...
the bpthrom door would open and then __—ilou. P et e e s

.‘L"_.

= o o

Kl mem s ——ba b

ey Y = TSP Y
S T .
S

o Mx. STEPHENS said that during these various tripas that :
the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed iriic:..

- to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of "y
the 1last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed® =
the toilet., He stated that this individual seemed to be spending
an undue length of time in this bathroom. At about 6300 p.m.,
on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described

A as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom, Upon hearing -

. this noise, Mr, STEPIENS ran from the Xitchen where he was repairing

2+ - his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He stated this is

F&,, only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet, . Upon opening the door ‘{u

'$557 . he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of ;gbout_three
?_ﬁfﬁ-ﬁm feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be ;:newspape‘r'."’?;?%;ﬁe fpav &@

. >

%.7-.  to leave the apartment building. As this was happening WILLIE 3;‘-

%' . . ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B, came out of his apartment Lot
. and went to the bathroom, ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to lock out
" of his window. STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his iz
-~ kitchen window which faced ths Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 5~
. policemen scurrying about and people running screaming in the iy
.. vicinity of the hotel. - ... .. ;% ool co L R ;..‘:.#sy;» v
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' - _Mr, SBTEPHENS atated that the man who was in -
Apaktment 6B had checked in about 3100 or 3:30 p.m, on = ' ‘1eIHl
April 4, 1968, = Be statod he was sure of this because he had
heard the landlo.dy showing him the apartment at that time, Ho"- e

- stotod he glancod out of his door and got a fairly good look at .

“the man who he described as boing & white male; 5' 10-11";°

maighins 165 pounds; slender build; ruddy complexion- sandy ‘' :
hair; had a long, sharp pointed noso; wearing what appearod to e
be a dnrk blue or bluck m.lit, white shirt and dark tie, . 4-;; ;.

“

lni.u .

Mr. SBTEPHENS utatod that the nan who he saw run.n!nc

" out of the bathroom closely resembled the man who had checked .,.—.':,':.-‘,'

into Apartment 6B, He wsaid he could only mee the man who ran {3-‘
from the bathroom from behind, but his goneral build, hair ;%%
coloring and clothes were the sane as the 1nd:|.v1dun1 1n

Apa.rtrwnt 8B, - . . . .
Mr, STEPHENS described ~the "hidividual he. sav runnlnc _
out of the bath;oon as followsgs “ i e
_" ..m’ . ‘. _,'hi“ . . ! .
: - & unle o e AT
5 nefm ; 5'10-11- , P, kg ]
Veight - . 165 ' -
. Build : * .z :8lender . . S s
Complexion. . Ruddy . ’ = ek
. Hair ; o - Bandy; Illghtly on ¢ark aid.
o ey CIoth:l.u -+ . »Wearing dn'k suit e L

K e
L Bﬂmﬁ added that he had never ‘met’ tho man mo‘a,,“;

o #are " Hovaaa Byt e, -l" B r ‘-’J‘M-‘L.lamlnﬂh—r\#

.-, - ‘l,_




A% % Thig man continued running to the end of the hallway turning i.
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- - Mr, CHARLIE QUITHAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second floor,

" .., #22} B, Main SBtreet, furnished the following information to,. .
‘s .+, * Lieutenant J, D, HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police St

¢~ Department, and SA FRANKLIN L, JOHNSON: -~ =« .- ?ff::f-"“

: : Mr. BTEPHENS, who stated he is 46 years of agof“
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the north wing of a rooming
house, the address of which is 422} 8. Main Street. This .
, xooming house actually covers the @ecord £100r.of 2 imidesihiiss,
57 - Beparate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in the’ G
: north building in the southeast corner of the north building,”""
Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1.968:;'jr
«: he and his wife were in their room, His wife, who has o -3
(1 . rocently been in the hospital for aa-extended poriod of
" 77 timo, was in bed in their combination of living-bedroom,
" 4.~ He was in the kitchen, which is east of the living-bedroom, ;. .
... Be was repairing a radio on a table located at the north WS -
77 wall of the kitchen, Immediately north:- of him is a"connon‘,’"‘;}_- '
; pathroom which is located at the east end of an east-west ;7' .
_ hallway in the north building. While he was repairing the i
©.. -, Tadio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he im ivy .1,
he - certain that shot came from the bathroom from a wolnt [mfhrt T
. within just a few feet of where he wis sitting. - He has ‘mo %/
- way of knowing the time but can only estimate it :was _gometime . -
bot“o. s:m md .:m P.. Fop 0 . it Ao ’:,)‘ . l:.‘ x:

.
Von * kot luy

. 3 FYh TER el p s S B magiagg poveti e T RS
Gore W %00 Upon hearing this "qhdt,"ho walked out of' the kitchen':
. ¢ ‘through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto i’
' the hallway and observed’'s man running west down this hallway . =
' and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind o 10 5 -
' ;would estimate that 'this bundle or package was at loast s o
/. 3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. - Although he gaw the
» " man and the bundle only momentarily, he gained the impression -
* .- that the bundle was wrapped in something, ‘possibly a newspaper,

3 ,1eft (south) and apparently thereafti>r ran- down the stalrways '
wit e i onto the .street, ilthough he could not actually gee gth.: mAn 2
v T o 3 " " M Py . - C e A T

ne
£ . 8 .
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It h;-ed:lately occtn'rod to Itr. BTKPHERS tha 2 '-
g this was the same man he had seen earlier in the a:ttarnoon,

poasibly around mid-aftornoon, standing at the door to hathe

roon 5-B which is located immediately west of Mr, R ok

.. -~ -  STEPHENS® living-bedroom. He stated that around mid- V357t

i afternoon he had seen a man with Mrs, BREWER standing in tho'

R R hallway at the entrance to room 5-B looking into yoom B-B, "k

%1%~ He saw the man's left side.” The man had nothing in his ,handl

at the time, He muned this was sone m guest lookins Fn s
> . E .t A room, AR w‘.""""". 4 '.'.'-7' Yoanud 'f‘- », " ,: 1\ ¥

x i~ ~ . e f -r“-SW”:

: Mr. STEPHENS stated thit -he and his ‘wife remained - %

. in*their room the rest of the afteFfioon. He pointed out that ..

s he, Mr, STEPHENS, is a’'disabled veteran who has' been treated : h
for tuborculouu, and ‘ho spends most of his time in his roo-.l_ ,:-“-_
with his wife who‘u’ ul.so 111 and who- nt prosont is a bed gy

: putiont. . i el A

-

. - T - .-. ; Lr "{.'."I. '

") a\,y
Bo-otlu uftor ueinx thlunn vith llrl. mzm ho
hea.rd Someone in room 5-B and assumed the man hohad seen ,3#,‘»,%,.,
" had rented the room noxt door. He mtated that he recalls ‘% et
.. -on several diffoerent occraions hearing footsteps in this xoo- ¢
-+, and -also leaving from this room past his (Mr, STEPHENS '-)' ;
<4 f room and into the common buthrocn at the east ond of the .ta*-‘ Ve
full. #:He was also yery muchj thlt when the Personiyent o
om yoom 5-B to tht‘bathrbo- ‘person’remained inthe *bat- -
"room for a considerable porlod ot tino.” He pointed outthat i e.
“-this ‘is particularly npticeable since this is a common b:_nthrou
lrhich must be used hy.a number of different. tenants.ﬁ e i
also specifically recalled that only on one ' occasion”did Bl
ok 'he hear the commode being flushed and he was thereforo “purious -
v 48 to why fbis person was spending so much time 1n the fblthroou.
-r_' .b)‘ J‘J ,," /‘}br%‘g, ,q/.r %ﬁ?",lﬁyq&uﬂ- 1,.\.!--;1-‘.” ,f PJ' ] - _n'.i,-.-a-,x .._ .
“ifi}le ntated that on the Yast occasion that GomeOns: Ly
- nt “from JAvmber-§-B to the bathroom prior to the time he ¥
ard_\tho Shot, he would estimate that that person renq:l :
athroon tor at ;u-t 20, to 30 minutes, 7 During'
tbu riod. hn‘h op ing from:the bathroom
llo speciﬂcn 17 afuring this pame ‘period,
YILLIS mnuwz (phonotic 0 ‘occupios room 4-3,.
4n-t ot ' p hq_ e ,nnnt Mnom}
. f...’-’_‘_, 1-,_._ 4 r ‘h};;: 'w-ﬁ\':_l':

1?
'1’
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" 7", bad knocked on Mr. STEPHENS 's door and somowhat £,
RO ingquired as to who was staying in the bathroon so l.tms:!£
¥ u ; aer: - ST et S e eyailiiedl
LA ‘ It was at the end of this latter period of time }
£.2° .- that-Mr, STEPHENS heard the above described shot which he %>
‘.. was cortain came from-the bathroom., H¢ stated that immedia
after the shot was fired he heard some people located across
the street, east of the building where he 1ives, screaming,
Due to the excitemont of the moment, tho fact that people
across the otroet in the vicinity of the Lorraino Motel 4¥fif
were scresming, and the fact that his hearing is not the “[iiuf
best, he did not hear any additional noises coming from the
bathroom, He pointed out that he would expect to hear ‘a’ MRS
"gcuffle” coping from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom i
.had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he R
cannot recall hearihg such a "scuffle.” He stated that he y Uiy
gimply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of % 405
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-B down AFas;
-the hall toward the front of the building, or whether the)
in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the =l
7 .. hallway toward the front of the building.: He stated he did +;
", heaitate a few moments after hearing the shot and ‘hoarlng“-__tho i
; A #74 i'_m

“screaming outside before he went to the door and Jlocked
1 to see the man running carrying something in bis ‘hand,
R g b oo I S R B RS
R i e. M o BTEPHENS . advised that the ‘only people in tho i
“north building of this rooming house at the time of this Thoib
_. incident were (1) Mr, STEPHENS, (2) Mr ., "STEPHENS 's ‘wife "yl
who was in bed and yho was mever in a position to observe ;i
7. _anything, (3) Mr,' WILLIS ANCHUTZ (phonetic) Mabove, in"yYoom
i e . 4-B, who came out of his room and was seen fty Mr " STEPHENS
NZwiisi-2 ot the same time Mr,” STEPHENS saw the man running -down :the ;sidi
L5 Thall,~ (4) Mrs. JESSIE LEDBETTER, “a ‘deaf 'and dumb lady’ghoi¥e= ¢
“pides in room 1-B toward the front, (west) of thesnorth wing £
““or ‘hotth building,“snd (5) the unknown man who had occupled
¥ po BB who Was ‘Funning, down the hall .as previously ated :
B, 87 il b ﬂ!h{jgﬂwﬂzg A
i M 4 Tetatod that Hr MANCHULY: made Hiome

tl_;g !u

’
o)

g™
3
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ol ibe 4

o unknown wan who wdk'runnipg down the hallway and 3
nown wan ‘apparently made ‘Pomd kind of reply, 7 B

R

d o o AT B il ;
A R e Rk 3 Ty f
ey tenv;% i
G Y J{"tﬁ%” "
B N

.- A
At AT eaon
L e gy ‘é%i%‘%”‘% ';-_

1]
by "j%;
L sl ieales Cp gt Fo s
A i

i o L
sl %}-”,{'«"w@ 75

PR e e e S

K ;':91"’

"“ ‘t,}* A
R AT

Ll 0 .
.




. than one person in room 5~B., He pointed out that whereas 3

.him directly in front, but based upon his observations he
- would doscr:l.bo this peraon a8 followss - .7t :5 -, f'&ﬁ-ﬂ’*

bathroom, he :at no time heard any conversation in 5-B, s
and he 18 certain that there was no conversation in 5-B '\
from the time the mew tenant checked in until the time - 'm'
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or :
footpteps which would indicate to him there was ever more T

h
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noise AR
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definite yw
can hear normal conversation coming from that room, . Mr,’
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with Mrs,
BREVER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side 7
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the i
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only i~
saw this person from the rear.  He pointed out he never BAW v

W, - S . y b s g
«-.;-

L Ryt n‘no: B T Unknm
« '+ Races’ CouRinr White | iaveld

" R -. "ll. 'a.,y w.‘ vl 3

: "1n his 30'-. .

(and presumably on ‘both _nido
making it . appear he ‘would ha
‘"poaks™ on either side, M 5
with full thick hair.toward

,tha front center 0f is;h
otween the ‘poaks.,:
Foombed /straight back, o)
;*nvoraga haircut ¥
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Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on i
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS,
Apartment 6B, 422§ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, i
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 pPhotographs of RAY were natg
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile photograph
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April 19, 1968, and "%
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20, 1968, looked like :
the man he saw in Apartment 5B on April 4y 1968, talking to ¥
Mrs., BESSIE BREWER. . STEPHENS said he only saw the man's
profile in the boarding house and as a result could only

the profile photograph of RAY in 19686 looked very much like
the above mentioned man in Room BB.j;:Jﬁ{pgﬁkWﬂﬂﬂ;dA$$?ﬂ;
of WIRERET LY Y T R

BTEPHENS said he had never seen'tﬁe béd 6r

any similar bedspread either at the room
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SuLHM suitable for dissemination.:: ’f G
ment therein that if Mr, Gipso
o this matter, be will be’

Y pclude state

ﬁ anﬁ further inquiries relating ¢ : :
advised that any inquiries should be’directed to the Civil:
Division, e 3 :

Justice, :.: .
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U, B, Department of
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