British Refuse

LONDON April 2—Brifji
ohtical establishment F
wclosed ranks to block?! any
;qmry “into the affairs .of Kenn
D e
Topper recruited by, mili-

aary intelligence to ﬁght the
‘gllegal Irish Republican Army:
ane Minister Harold Wil-

ason has formally reJected pro- ’

®osals for an independent in-
enf
:yestlgatmn into the matter

sdAnswering a written guestion h

“In - Parliament, - Wilson sald:
#“No credence can be attached
.to what - Littlejohn libs said

~about the details of Mis rela-
| intelli- -
“gence- and security e ervices, '+

‘tiong. with the Briti ]

- and nothing he has; séid. would
~justify making, this’ lﬁhtt

_subject of further fevi _‘ or

= Littlejohn - eseapgéd. 'from.
:-Mountjoy Prison -in Dubln-
"last month, where hé was serv-

-mg 20 years ‘.for jrobbing . a
“Dublin, bank ‘of $}60,000. In
““two - sensational ! interviews

_with the:

,)e]ohn .gaid he staged this and.
mother  crimes - wj e .ap-
Sproval -of Brmsh:lmlﬁry in-
=telligence to discredit the IRA
mnd ‘prod - the: Irish Republic
wsinto - - tougher: { legislatlon
:.agamst terrorists.
weLittlejohn alsm said his spy-
Wnasters orderdd .him to
mi‘disintegratel Seajl MacS-
mlofain,a key IRA Ieader,.and
»old Lit’deJohn to shoot if nec-’
essary at British- soldiers if
‘they interferred with his esca-
pades.
. When Wilson was an “opposi-
tion leader last summer, he
urged fellow Lahorites in Par.
sliament . to §ipress | Edward
:Heath’s 'l‘o ;government for
the link ‘be-|
:pween Little) xzmd intelli~
gence. In re onse toa Labor
:member’s queston, -the. De-
Fense Ministry acknowledged
rthat its chief, Lord Carring-
Jon, had au or{zed one of his
op. sub jates to interview
xttlejo}in 4nd to collect mfor-
Ination fron him.
= Now tht Wuson is in power,

~the .

independent. inquiry. 1 T

'. . dlﬂerent viewpoint

iy

anged Knowl-
r ¢5:-hére say Wil-
'Laborttes ‘have
uny  the L!?ttlelohn

ly. He ‘Has charged that!
ttlej hn,lsz -was involved in-
stil.l ariother bank robbery at
Smethwick in Britain, for

" which he was never prosecu-

ted.

Slnce Littlejohn was fleeing
from a -warrant for the ‘Smeth-
wick caper when he came to
London to work for military
intelligence in 1871, Wigg's.

statement seems to be a clue|
that his spymasters promised |

Littlejohn immunity for this
affair.

Desplte its embarrassment |

the ! intelligence community
here has found some profit in

Littlejohn’s revelations. For

one’ thing, they have ended
the spy career of Pamela
%’LES_SSLQBIDW Anemthu-
jastic amateur, she was part
of a network in the-active in-
telligence or agent provocat-
eur branch of military intelli-
gence and recruited Littlejohn
an his brother for the Defense
Ministry.

As a result of all the public-
ity, her operation has been
“wrapped up, folded up and
blocked off,” according to
knowledgeable sources with a
professional contempt for am-
ateur spymasters.

¥One seemingly unexplained
question is why Wilson should:
bereager fo drape a mantle of
silence over an affair that has
lxrgely embarrassed the previ-
ous Conservative administra-
tion.”Those privy to the deci-
sion say that the prime minis-
ter figures he would receive
no political credit for airing a-
spy scandal. Most Britons do
not like dirty linen aired, par-
ticularly in security matters.

Professional intelligegce

men hope that Littlejohn] nowi:
on the run, will not be caught:
.and that this will end -the af:|:
fair.-They: do_expert; héwevtr- '
that th glib; charming ‘under-

-world figure. ‘will::sp ak: . :

ILkely to’ exp
government’s’
holds, however’ further stories
will be greeted with cold, off
cial'silence.

The . episode 111ustrat )
difficulty of penetratmg offi-
cial “secrecy here. Some for-
eign observers think that”the{,
parliamentary routine of ques-
tioning ministers prevents
cover ups, but the system does
not really ‘work that way.|:
Question time simply provides|'
members with a chanhce to
 score glancing political points}
and rarely ‘compels the ‘pro+|*
ductlon of: damaghg mforma- ;
Hion. o !
./ 1f Wilson gets: anotber ques- )
tion: about 'Littlejohn, he. can|.
fob it off' by referring: o the
answer he has’ alregdy given.
There is no equivalént here to}
the congressional committee,|:
uncontrolled by. cabinet mem-‘
‘bers;  pounding -away. at -ajl
‘stonewalhng government. :’

The press, moreover, is’ m-
hibited by a whele series of le-|
‘gal devices—the. - prohibition
"against revealing officiaksge:
‘crets, stringent rules .of con-
tempt and a harsh libel law. -

~;The BBC had tentatlvely

T

Lil:tlejohn for-. tonight but it

merclal bmadcastmg system
here is reluetant .to; plush its

own’ disclosures t6o far, and|
the,fallure of” leadmg papers|

some -+ hard
unanswered:

o o How. could responsﬂ)le of-

ficials like Carrington encour-
age an .underworld figure to

serve as agent on -the explo- ‘

sive Irish scene?
® Have agents of British in-

telligence. - commltt d - somej;
of the outrages’in Ulster and|

‘Freland attributed toterrorists

of the IRA and its Protestant|

equivalents?

‘Was the Dublin /homb that-

.provoked the Irish legislature
0 pass tough, anti-IRA legisla-
'tion 16 months ago the handi-
‘work ' of British xmhtary
intelligence?

ed. another program onj.

questlons "




