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~ ByKenRingle
Washington Post Staff Writer

The King hath note of all that they intend,
By interceptions which they know not of. .
“Henry

v BLETCHLEY, England
hakespeare was writing about another invasion of France,
“of course, but his words, inscribed on a-plaque in the oak-

V" Act 2, Scene 2.

paneled manor house at Bletchley Park, tell as much about
what really happened 50 years ago June 6 as all the ,Eom

of blood and valor on the beaches of Normandy.
* For what is still far too rarely appreciated, even half a century
II was fought3
was a victory i
achieved in no small part by an anonymous army of toymakers, §

later, is how much the climactic battle of World War
and won in the shadowland of stealth and deception. It

scenery painters, illusionists and purveyors of electronic make-

believe, all guided by a legion of cryptographic skulkers so secre-

tive that their work is still not fully known.

The de facto headquarters of this looking glass war lay here 46

remnant of a once-grand Victorian estate.

" miles north of London on the 55-acre, still barbed-wire-rimmed

Here, in a series of drafty frame huts and dank concrete bunkers

ler’s Europe by first invading and manipulating Hitler

's mind.

So successful were they at skewing his version of reality that

even as the largest invasion fleet in history hove into’
’ See BLETCHLEY, B4, Col. 1

sight off Nor-

‘ REUTER FOR THE WASHNGTON PoST
At this estate near London, an anonymous army of 7,000 worked to confuse Hitier and : :
his forces just before the secret D-Day attack. )
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BLETCHLEY, From B1 -

. . mandy, the crucial strength of the German war

machme was occupied elsewhere, ambushing’

' ifiaginary armies, bombarding invisible fleets

*atid ‘fepelling thousands of three-foot tall para-

*trgopers made of straw.

- you ask me were the deceptions effechve, .

= I-would say they were absolutely. vital on' D-

»Day/ ‘says military historian M.R.D: Foot, a '

slim, silver-haired septuagenarian. who' spent

the,war staging commando raids for the British "

Army. “We would have been mad to attempt
" the ‘invasion without them, precxsely because
‘Hitler had so many more divisions in’ France

-"than we could land quickly. Had he beeri able to.

<" mass:them to meet us, we would have béen fin-
lsheg.Andltwasanearenoughtlnngasxt
2 was”

: “«zBut goaded by psychologml feints at other

-..cormers of his empire, Hitler ignored an-ageless::

. nmmofmihtarystrategy-'l‘rytobestrongev—-‘

mwhereandyourenotstronganywhere

" " lerted by hundreds of kanding craft spotiod
mthe lochs of Scotland, 16dms1mlsofGennan".

~“trodps (Hitler had only seven in ‘Normandy),

stoodpoxsedacrosstheNorthSeaawaltmgan

-“ithminent invasion of Norway. The Scottish.

- landing craft were plywood stage props, the .

.- Norwegian ifvasion a myth, .-

- Alarmed by aerial recomxaxssance showmg ‘

hundreds oftroopenwnpmentsandtankdm-
sxmsmsoutheastFmgland Hitler held six ar-

mared divisions and 19 other divisions north of -
tngemetomeettheAlhedlanmngthatwas‘

certain to come between Dunkirk and Dieppe at
the narrowest part of the English Channel in

. the Pas de Calais. The tentsmEnglandwere’,

emnty, the tanks made of wood.

OJ:herGemxandmsnonsgamsonedsouthema

‘F)'ance in response to an appearance in Gibral-;

i;tapbyanactordlsgulsedaannshFleldMar
shal-Bernard Montgomery.

Normandy between LeHavre and Boulogne,

“balidons pitched and rolled their way ‘toward
. shote while above them two squadrons of Royal
AmForcebombersloosedaspeaallydeSIgned
pattemofalununumdmffandelecu'omcsgnals
dwgnedtoappearonGexmanradarasahuge

warships. Ten miles offshore, screened

> In the pre-dawn June 6 darkness northeast of |
fleets of small launches trailing radar-reﬂechng.

. by'banks of smoke, the launch crews switched -

- i gbund amplifiers, touching off the rattling of

_-arichor chains,the squeal of steam derricks low- -
eﬁngh&vyobjectsanddxeﬂxmnpoflandmgv

gaitbangmg the sides of transports.

:w’l’beywerealllllusms onlyafewémong_

*“thotisands in a strategy of deception as old as
ﬂleTropn horse, and often imbued with what
” -6ne historian referred to as “the Monty Python
elemm.”

“’Bit as captured Wehrmacht documents
wonla later show, it was tremendously effec- -

tive. It hopelessly confused the Germans and
forcedthemtor&serveordxvertannoredmnts
I thiat, properly positioned, would have blown the
Alhedlandmgsoﬁthemap Still, as Foot and
- others emphasize, the deoeptlons would have

"beetr useless without the work at bietchley

_-Park, where a bizarre band of eccentric genius-

€s had broken the German codes in the war’s
‘earliest years and had been readmg Germany’s
most secret radio traffic ever since. B :
““What you have to remember about decep-
gons, says F.H. Hinsley, the Cambridge pro-
» fessar who authored the official history of Brit-
|sh mte]hgence in World War .II, “is.that if
*-they're to be successful, twothmgsarexmpera— .
e: First, the enemy must be. kept totally in

: - the’ ‘dark about what you' don’t want. him to

know, and second, you must know everything
he’s thinking all the time, especially when he’s
confronted with what you want him to believe.”

<-27+Thanks to Bletchley’s: early and long-secret -

.penetration of German radio traffic, Hinsley -
N says, “we were able to locate, early on, the en- -
tire German espionage network in Britain, ehm

" Stranger Than Fiction .

inate parts of it and use others to feed Hitler

~ disinformation. We were also able to learn Hit:
*ler's thinking about where and ‘when the' inva- -
sion would eventually come, play to his prejudic-

es and hunches, and leam when and whether he
tookourbalt. Wewerer&dmglusnnndallthe
time.”

It the nearly 20:years since: FW Wmter-' :
botham’s book “The Ultra Secret” first made '
public the extent of Allied code-breaking in
World ‘War II, much has been written about
Bletchley Park and its cast of code-cracking ir-

- regulars: the sputtering Oxford dons, neuras- -

thenic chess champions and rumpled, un-
washed linguists recruited to attack and
analyze the Germans’ supposedly impenetrable
Enigma cipher. .

- What novelist, afterall,coulddreamupa

_ cryptographxc protagonist like Alan Turing,

the stammering, nail-biting mathematml ge--

* nius and computer pioneer, who bicycled in a

gas mask to avoid hay fever, ran long distances
in tweeds, listened nighitly to a BBC children’s
program about Larry the Lamb and, nine years.

" after the war, lnlledh:mselfbycoatmganap-
ple with cyanide and biting into it?

‘It was Turing, building on cryptanélytlc '
breakthroughs made before the war by a band
.of brilliant Polish mathematicians, who led the



% We were able to locate, _’

femaleclerksand&earmyafabs&actam—'.;
demics oné clerk remembers as‘just absolute °
boffins, ‘They;ustwetentmtherulworld‘;

¥

Thexrworkoonsxsted.dthree ws. i
Fxtst,ltmvolvedthetechnmldlallengeiof‘enw
gnmenngwhatbemmeﬂwﬁrstelecn'omcpro-
“‘grammable’ computers, fiot 6nly to solve the
mcr&smgnmnberandoomplmtyof(}eman
 Ciphers, buttogratlyredmethemnefox'de-
codmgmdmdual

Seomd,xtmvolvedmemﬂousanalyssof

tl'lemmg&sthemselves.noto:ﬂyforﬂnewb-
 tleties ofhngmsuctramlatm but, in light of

o whatwasalrudyknowndthesexﬂerandre—
. cexver,tharbtanch&dsgme ﬂlexrprsent

maw:tmvolvedﬂxédmmamndms +
¥ “Ultra ‘secret information to specific com- j
; manders,maneed-to-lmowbas_:s,_thrmghﬂ:e_ .

lntheearlydaysofthe’wé“r marp'»
phersstillunbrokenandmans’nwssageg
~ only - days later, largely for strategic', value,
thsetasksabsorbedthelaborscfon]yafew
humireclpeople.Butastlnecode-l:oremlcmg;:ro-s
cess ‘was perfected, and its multi-

s did Bletchley’s s manpower needs. By .
gﬁy?omsooodeﬂmndmoow~

had overflowed the eéstate’s dozens of

' m:edwoodeuhmandbombpmommk&sm{

to amnhary statlons in n&rby country hous&s
and the Londori suburbs. -

Nearly one-fifth of the workers amved in |
the final few months before the invasion, as the
~ code-breakers. geared up- for ‘the - blizzard of
. messages anticipated as the destruction of
. German land lines would force mare and imore
- Wehrmacht commirniques onto the airwaves, |
andastheeode-breakersracedtomdmemm_ff

t\metongeﬂlemtacumlvalue.

" ‘The speed -was most needed ‘trace the :
' moment-by-moment movement of German ar-
,,myumts paructﬂarlyarmoredmts,mthe ‘
}ﬁrstlmursanddaysofthemvasm.WmﬂdHit-;
lersmffwtwhatwasmllyhappenmgonthe.

beaches of Normandy and moveto crush it? Or |
would he remain the psychological prisoner of
thedecephonartxstsofmeAlhedcause? . i

~Wavell's Warriors' " e

i

"y

“The Allied deceptions of D-Day were bom *
from' a wedding of desperation and guile and

' werenwomparablannshﬁ'omﬂwstart.

Many writers credit' them to the oountry’s
homﬂcloesesmWoddWarlandEnglands
subsequent desperafer search:for- ‘military *
mﬁsurs other: than the smmdal frontal as-
sa t‘ 4 .

ButFootnotaaswellanchtradmonofd&

throughout British- history; dahng att

* oephon

. least to Williamthe Conqueror, who in 1066
" ~had Viking allies stage a dxversnonaryrmdon
. Yorkshire so he could land in Sussexfmm Nor-
mandy almostumpposed.

AtthebegmmngofWorldWarII saysHm-

..sley, “we simply had no alternative but.decep-

ﬁ}txon.Weweresowmkwehade:thermout-

’smart the enemy.or be defeated.”

. He had once beeri art &f
tion in Palestine that captured Beersheba from
‘the Turks by showenng the tobacco-starved

Thus in the darkest days of 1940, a tiny

" British force under Gen.: Archibald Wavel lit-

erallymﬂatedxtsstrgngththhblow-updum-

““my.tanks and artillery and outwitted an enor-
;f‘mous Itahan armym hbyh mpumng»130 000

ty
of aWorldWarIopem

. enemy: from -the’ air> wlth ‘opium-laced " ciga-

" sleeping forms.. 4% ol
.+ ‘Wavell's Libyan suceess prom;ﬂ:ed 2 memo

rett&sandthmwalkmg

tovxctoryacrossthexr

'_mwhxchhearguedconvmunglyforanewoon—

, highly clandestine central .

clearinghouse for all Allied decéption plans, the

. London Conuollmg’Se’cuon (L), keyed to!

orchestrating them ‘strate-
gy. From that beginning, fueled by the techni-

‘cal’ and analytical “breakthroughs 'at Bletchley

.. Park, grew “Operation Bodyguard,” the myriad.

. deceptions that ultimately ensured the D-Day
’ landings. ¢

{Monthbymonth as LS, and C.
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- puurea OI SIPS M brtam tor the long puuaup
to Operation Overlord, the LCS inflated Hit-
ler’s picture of the number that came-ashore.

- For every dozen regiments that disembarked,
British-controlled Nazi: agents would add one

or two in their reports to Hitler. For every di--

vision of armor, Hitler would hear through dip-
"lomatic circles there were more.

By May, Ultra intercepts showed German
intelligence credited the Allies with having
nearly ‘double the 49 -divisions they actually
had in England. Most of 'the nnagmary units,

augmented by real'i b
eventually united- mto#th _largest single decep-

tion of Operation Qverlord, the 900,000-man

“ First U.S. Army Group (FUSAG) Its purport-
ed leader was the bne gerieral who=Bletchley
-intercepts. showed-—Hitler feared more. than
: any other: George S; Patton.,

.- Patton’s army, Headquartered in- Keat. 1ust

“‘acro&fromCalms ‘was more than just a ru-"
. mor, Its reg:tmental names appeared in news- .
: perweddmgandsoualannmmoementsand ‘
even the occasional obituary. German wireless -
operatorspxckedupradlou'ansnnssnonsfrom .

- its jeep and tank drivers. Radio disc jockeys

"dedmted blgbandnmnberstomfromregl- '

BmlshGen Archibald Wavell, who led the

mentalgrrlfnends Myﬂnmldmsxonswetede-
, saibednghtdowntoﬂlexrmythxmlshoulder

patches. ;
The whole FUSAG Hltler leamed from a

* Allied war of deception leading up to D-Day.

variety of sources, was destined to hit- the
beaches'of France at the closest point to Ger-
many’s vital industrial heartland, the very spot

Bletchley intercepts had shown Hitler betting

on all along: the Pas de Calais.

The timing was still uncertain, German
troops were told by Berlin, Maybe July. Any
landing anywhere else before that would prob-
ably be just a feint. :

“Toy Weapons, Real War

S_eveml weeks before D-Day, Foot, an inte}- v
ligence officer with the’Bﬁtish Army’s Special *
Air Services Brigade, was ordered by his com- :

“manding ofﬁcer to prepare a deceptxon of his

OWIL .
“l was told the order had come down to

~ parachitte two groups of men into Normandy,”
" he remembers. “They would be armed w1th
- hght pistols and gramophones.” . - :

“'The men—two officers, two sei'geants and

. six enlisted men in each group—would all be

volunteers. One group would be dropped be-
tween Lé Havre and Rouen, the other behind

- Omaha Beach southeast of the village of Issig- |

ny-sur-Mer. They were part of the sound ef-
fects crew for “Operation Titanic.” ‘ .
Titanic involved the dropping of thousands '
of dumny parachutists in advance of the real
airborge drops of D-Day. *:
“The dummies ‘were about three feet tall, ,

“but fully uniformed and fashioned quite to half- "

scale,” Foot says. “In searchlights they looked
exactly like real paratroopers.” They were
made of straw by professional toymakers
(“there was a shortage of toys during the war
because the toymakers were so occupied with
deceptions”) and -were designed to explode on
impact. “But in practice it had been discovered
that they didn’t always explode. Hence the
need for more sound effects.”

Foot’s gramophonists were to be dropped in
advance of the dummy paratroopers, so the
doll landings would trigger the sounds of rifle
fire, the rattle of machine guns, the crump of -
mortar explosions, shouted orders and even-a -
snatch of properly British profanity. The re- -
corded battle was to last about 30 minutes.

-Then the sound effects. men were to hide

themselves until the invasion caught up with
By most conventional measures, the. air-

‘borne operations on D-Day were a disaster.

The weather was marginal for jumping and
many p]an&lostt.helrway Others were pilot-
ed by novxges who panicked when they en-
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oountered flak and dropped their fumpers far
'.oifowrse.Manyn'oops,]anded‘hﬂoodedﬁelds
and drowned, and some landed in.the English
erywhere, some real, some dummy, the mobile
an units called out, to deal with the attack

. were hopelessly confused about. which to.pur- -

aat

dhndingsweregmable:todedme,apat::.. o

“tern t0 the Allied attack.:: oaneaiovin U

" The chacs was furthered by the French un-

No one thotight to look for what was advancing -

* The Ghosts of Bletchley -

A

" telephone company, and for the past 50 years -
- only a fraction:of the buildings have been used, -
pmmrilyasaplaoetotIaNpostaIworkexsand :

% air traffic controllers, % S B
kersandhutsthatstftedEmgmaandoﬂxera-
phers wear the aura of timeless and banal utili-

tythatomedoakedthesamesm'tofWWlI -
buildings on the Washington Mall. To all in--

Parkthsedays.'rhemtelsownedmﬂyby R

o the pofound and long secrt ity o the

“union -efforts have turned up several hundred
ofﬂle“Bletdﬂeygxrls,"whou'adestorm of
‘the long hours and low pay and primitive con-
- ditions they endured for the sake of work that
“a matter of life and death for their nation.

.. Some bring along husbands who after half a

. century are astonished to finally discover what:
. Why didn’t the women' ever talk? Foot .
'~ smiles thinly, “One didn't,” he says. Secrecy in' -

Bletchiey Park was so ingrained that a worker

“in one hut had no idea what: those in another

* furt were doing, and knew better than to ask. -

Rl _It‘é hard for a visitor r now to get any indica-
* “tion of what work went on in any location, or to

- kriow ‘'where or when: Bletchleyites realized

*"Hitler had waited too long to move his armor "
 from the Pas de Calais and they had won the! -
~ game: There is no record, here at least, of how]
 Jong after D-Day that Hitler realized he’dbeen“

- played repeatedly for a fool, or-if he ever ad-
:“mitted to himself how often he had hged at il-
h,lSiOﬂSnﬂlE:rﬂlan hiS‘:"l ‘N'x.,’:f rnd i
" In the'end he shot himself, the war ended, and!

b mO /

ved on to practice their trades in other
Dy P widg el “

Ok SIS

< 'some who fought during World War II, have

- come to appreciate and even value what hap-
pened here. Hans Meckel, who as a signal offi-
“cer for the Kriegsmarine high command was

onéof;hosedxxpedhyﬂ\e.bofﬁns.lmssﬁmated :
that the intelligence victories here shortened -
" the war by at least three years. All Germans
~ should be grateful for that, he says: Without the - "

“boffins of Bletchley Park, the first atom bomb
‘gmld‘hgvefanennotmﬂimshﬁna.hnonBer-,
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