Specter still drawing criticism
over Warren Commission role

By Dinah Wisenberg Brin
For the Mirror
Ten years ‘into his career as a U5 senater,

bullet that struck Kennedy and Connally, a bullet
that missed, and the fatal shot

The eritics didn't believe iL

"Nobody in Lhe world has been able to duplicate
the shoating altributed to Oswald,” whom the Ma-

Arlen Specter, H-Pa, altracted
recently for his much-eriticized verbal assaulls on
Anita Hill during the Clarence Thomas hearings
and, separalely, for his work on behalf of civil
rights legislation.

But long before his ascension lo Lhe Senats,
young, uitknown Specler look a bizarre,
once-in-a-lifetime Washington Job Lhat left him at
Lhe cenler of an ongoing international debata over
whether the Uniled States government was dil-
" igent and forthright in its investigation of Presi-

L John F. Kennedy's assassination.
er, then an assistant district atlormey in
, was lapped ns one of 14 assistant
counsels lo (he Warren Commission, the presi-
dential panel ¢ with Investiyating Kenne-
dy's murder in a

During the 1¢-menth Warren Commission

m.gmndmem}m

Supporters of Lhe report have been equally fiom
In their denunciation of theorisls and
other wmnﬂwmﬂm:d?m f}-um the :n::‘-
posing y lrade charges of deceit
mﬂum:::ﬁmnclnl opportunism,

Critics blame Specter

Two author-crities of the Warren Commission

didn't mince words about Specter during recent .

telephone inlerviews,
"Of all the many people who saw to it that the

country would not know the truth about the assas-"

sination of President John Kennedy, none bears
greater responsibilily than Arlen Specter,” said
Harnld Waisbery: of Frederick, Md., one of the car-
t:hnd:jt and better known of the Warren Commission
s,
Weisberg, 78, wrole and published six books on
the assassination  investigation — his

“Whilewash" series — and one on Lhe Martin Lu- '

ther King killing, and successfully brought law-
sults umérl.hu F‘reedpmutlnfommian!\gtum-

the Kennedy case. Years before Lhe
Kennedy assassination, he had been a journalist,
Senate investigator and worked for the Office of
Strategic Services, which preceded the CIA. [le
owned a chicken furm in MarylandA, t when Ken-
nedy was Ildiled.

During the Warren probe, “Specter toak charge
of the autopsy evidence and what relates to it"
Weisberg explained. “Ho failed Lo ask Lhe nee-
essary tions of witnesses who had quintes-
sential nee — medical people — and he con-
caived of the most horrible ﬂfnt:ll the theories Lhat
the commission presented as foct: he single-bul-
let theary," "

That coneepl has & singie bullet {raversing Ken-
nedy's neck from back to front, then wounding
Texas Gov. John Cannally, who was rding in front
of Kennedy in the presidential limousine, in tho
rib, wrist and thigh. This “magic bullet” as it
came 1o be known, emerged in nearly pristine
condition and was later found on a stretcher in
Pariland Memorial Hospital, where the lwo men
were taken, according to the Warren Commission,

Because Kennedy and Connally had been
wounded in a shorter amount of time than the
Warren C ission said was required Lo accu-
rately discharge two shats (rom Lhe Leleseapic
rifle, the sin let theary explains how one as-
sassin could strike both men in such a bejel
amount of time, (A congressional commiltes con-
ciuded in the late 19708 that a rifleman indeed
could have fired off two rounds in fewer than two
seconds i he almed the gun without using the
lelescopic site),

1 bullét or 2 gunmen

In his book “Best Evidence: Disguise and Des
ception In the Assassinalion of President Ken-
nedy," Warren critic Dawid Liflon said Lhe FBI-
hynnaimd timing evidence, including ul;:eﬂh“ shot

sion with two alternatives: “vither one bullet
passed through both men, or there was a second
gunman firing from hehind.” (Lilton has advanced
the notion of three gunmen, two firing from be-
hind and one from Lhe grassy imoll that was to the
right of the presidenl’s car).

The Warren Commission concluded Lhal Os-
wald, acting alone, fired three shots: the magic

rines had evaluated as a “rather poor shot,” Weis-
berg sald in a recent telophone interview. The his-
lory of Specter’s single-bullet theory “is in itself
impossible,” he added,

Lok il Sding ey e ey
alion,” Weisberg k; ng ly
unharmed bullet “could not possibly have struck

any bone without being marked.”
Weisberg criticized Specter for lﬂnﬁ:}ﬂy failing
to ask an FBI ballistics expert why he had not

tesled the bullet for human mlm.? and Iu:t
pursuing other significant leads. He and r
crilies have suggested that Specter and the com-
mission dismissed evid and (estimony Lhat
pointed lo more than one gunman or that indi-
caled unusual government actions in the hours
lollowing the ination, and d led on
shabby evidence for its conclusions.

Specter “didn't Lry os hard n?; 1 did," said Weis-
berg, whose of Information Act suits
woil him some quarter-million previously withheld
government documents on Kennedy,

Agency coverup alleged

. Sion staff,

seems not Lo care about the facts," Lifton said of
Specter.

Weisberg, Lifton and ‘the many other Warren
Commission, critics have come under heavy crit-
icism by those who support the panel’s findings.
The critics sometimes are portrayed as sensatio-
nalists — “hot-eyed assassination buffs” and “zeal-

- ols™'were words used by New York Times writer

Tom Wicker In the forward Lo a later congressio-
nal report on the assassination, Some of the erit-
ics even find fault in each other's worle

Specler was unavailable for comment, bul his
press secretary, Dan McKenna, said the §1-year-
old senator “still maintains that Lhe findings of the
Warren Cnn hu&m vdt}mh h;tf! lhgﬂlem Hor
the years™ the critics. “He
says IU's sort of become a collage industry where
people can write books and make money altacking
the Warren Commission,” but does not think the
tiegative critiques have menit, McKenna said.
Standing by the findings -~

Specter’s views mirror those of other Warrren
Commission members and staffers who stand hy
the findings. Allthough tha critics cut a wide swath
. many others in T and media also sup-
port the panel debunk conspiracy heories.
As for s performance on the commiis-
was a superb lawyer," said atlorney
David Belin of Des Moines, [owa, who also was an
i counsel lo the Warren Comission and

Weisberg said e app piracy Lheories
but believes there was a coverup by the FBI and
Secrot Service following the assassination, “1 have
no iden who did It,” he said of the murder. The
government never investipated it and never in-
lended to, he said.

Had Specter tried to pursue a thorough probe,
suppasedly. apninst the wishes of the FBI, “He

« would never have had.a government job of any

kind,” Weisberg said. He also speculated Lhat

Arlen Specier

Specler would have had eneniles as a private
practice lawyer,

Lifton said in a recent Lelephone inlerview that
he has a thick file on Specter, who remains an
enigma to the California-based aulhor and lec-
turer.

“"When you walch him on C-Span, you have to
wonder wh a bright guy like that came up with
Lhe sindeluuul theory," Lifton said, “Did he
really believe the evidence or is he just a totally
amoral person? f '

“He is a major parly responsible for this {aise
reconstruction” of Lhe assassination, Lifton sald.

The author presents evidence in his book sug-
gesting Lhat Rengedy’s body was lampered
with — on — samelime afler the Dallas
doctors examined It and before the autopsy was
performed several hours later at the US, Naval
Hospital in Bethesda, Md. (There were discrepan-
cies between the Dallas doctors’ and the Bethesda
doctors’ descriplions of the wounds, he said),
Someone “phonied” the evidence, and *
bought the whole Lhing at face value,” he said dur-
ing the interviow.

“Forged body” seen

Lilton said the commssion relied on an aulopsy
report (rom a “forged” body. He criticized Specter
for not asking lhe aulopsy doctor, James J.
Humes, why he had burmed preliminary draft
noles of the autopsy report as well as a drafl of
the report itself.

who is a strident defender of its work and conelu-
sions. Specter concentrated on the medical evi-
dedice and the.lestimony of witnesses in the mo-
torcade and in Dallas' Dealey Plaza, Belin said.

| He praised “the competence wills which (Spec-
ter) handled the interrogation™ and his outstand-
ing skills as a lawyer.

The single-bullet theory came out of Specter's
altempt to examine the existence of
more than one gunman, Belin said.

The erilics “have misrepresented the evidence,”
Delin said, adding that the only conspiracy related
lo the assassination was “a conspiracy of
laziness on the part of the media” The news
media have ignored and overiocked the Warren
Commission record, he said. [t takes only a few
seconds to tell a lie, but longer to expiain the .
truth, he sald. b

Belin, whose books on the subject include

" “Final Disclosure: The Full Truth aboul the As-

sassination of President Kennedy," said that.no

'nawevldunuhuemergedsimme‘ﬁm

Commission Report to disprove its conclusions.
“There is not one claim that has beea made that
cannot be fully answered to,” he said.
Mass of evidence cited )
Lifton's assertion that the body was altered is
“a-preposterous claim ... (thal) is completely
overwhelmed by the mass of evidence that dis-
proves the claim,” Belin said. The magic bullet
found on the Parkland siretcher and fragments
from the fatal bullet were identified by ballistics
a8 having come [rom Oswald's rifle, to the

* exclusion of any other wea, he said.
The fact that umhrkmbuﬂumlnmely‘
Kennedy and

unscathed by ils journey through
Connally was just chance, Delin said.

Belin has led thal some Warren Com-
missian critics are simply in the eritic business for

thal the
proceeds

p gain. He
s from his own books and articles are
@iven to charity, .
Is lhere any middle ground between the Warren
Commission's unwavering critics and its die-hard
supporiers? Possibly,

Select
o g oy ol
nati the Kennedy and King m: pul
lished a report finding that Kennedy probably was
assassinated as the result of a conspirocy.
Fourth shot suggested

It based this finding largely on acoustical evi-
dence suggesting the nrig of a fourth shot and,
therefore, the presence of two gunmen. (Belin
said subsequent lests by a National Science Foun-
dation panel proved this evidence wrong).

The House select committee supported the sin-
gle-bullet concepl.

While discounting many popular conspiracy (he-
ories, it concluded that evidence did not rule out
the possible involvement of individual anti-Castro
S::mornrm:ﬁzadu-hna members in the assos-

tion. .

i 5 (hovoagy e responae e
con a and responsible investiga-
tion of Oswald's involvement, it failed Lo Iookng:-
cquately into the possibility of conspiracy, a short-
coming atlributed in part to the commission's
failyre to roceive all the relevant information from .
other government agencies.

The Warren Commission, according lo the
House committes, presented its findings in loo de-
l'_Tlllﬂif-i\lre a manner, but arrived at them In good

jth,

Lifton accused Specter of asking leading ques- . Of course, Lhe House Select Committee on As-
tions of expert witnesses lo prompl, the lesti y inations’ d “The Final Assassinations
he wanted. “ see him as a very bright man who Report," has its crities, loa,
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