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SCHOLAR UPHOLDS
"WARREN REPORT

Bnton Says Its’ Cntlcs Are
" Reckless and Foolish

Ry * ot L

s By ANTHONY LEWIS

#+ ], Speclal to The New York Times
“LONDON, Dec. 13—A noted

British scholar, in a compre-|

hensive analysis of all the skep-
tical literature on the assassina-

tifh? of ' President- Kennedy,
coficluded today that the skep-
ticg, had made no persudsive
cage.

John Sparrow, warden of All
Squls College, Oxford, pub-

lished an 18,000-word article in|
Thie Times Literary Supple-|

miht. Without accepting every-
g said by the commission
upder Chief Justice Earl War-
reff, he agreed with its finding
that Lee Harvey Oswald alone
‘ kitled the President.
Mr, Sparrow examines in de-
the books by such critics of
th# commission. as Mark Lane,
gf

Richard Popkin, Edward
begg. Without questioning their

Epstein and Harold Weis-

Glishness and recklessness.
¥There is no need to suppose
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erity, he . accuses them  off.

17 concerted plan -of - action| !
the part of the critics or to| |

em—-advanced by Mr. Lane and| |

: o@ers—ls that “one or more| |
sins fired at President|
Kmnedy from a grassy knoll|

jpute sinister motives to any
Eithem,” he says. “To do so
-1 1d be to fall into their own

"‘u his detailed discussion of
¥ many points raised by the

’ ptics, Mr. Sparrow makes a
e‘fiu of fresh observations
22,1081 |

Grassy Knoll Theory

ne of the theories he consid-

e Oswald or still another

© mgm more than 100 yards

: N% Sparrow argues that it is

péeson fired from the Texas

Séhool Book Depository.,

If it is hard to believe .that
Oswald hit his target in two
out of three quick shots it is
hatder still to suppose that two

art and unable to see or com-
icate with each other,
cquld have synchronized their
fige so perfectly. Mr. Sparrow

5?Ancl it is hardest of all to
gine that conspirators would
h§e allowed the success of
ir plan to depend on such|.
afeat of synchronization.”
pAs for the grassy knoll itself,| -
icult to ses how anyone

d have fi d repeatedly| .
this open drea.and “got|,

iy impossible to
pose that': -anyone planning|
assassination would have|
ed him [a gunman] -there
ftﬁ the purpose, in total ig-
ngfance of how many lookers-
ot when the procession passed,
juld be ‘standing -nearby or
thaps actually occupying the
piace selected as his firing
gt

Nearly Whole Bullet

nother conspiratorial charge
ided by Mr. Sparrow is the
that a nearly whole bullet

Cennally Jr. of Texas had been
en there—and identified, by
thé commission .as the kilfing
billet — must have been
p, ted. k i R
% Mr. Sparrow calls it “a
ctical - improbability”

nd in Parklard Hospital aft-!
‘Ene President and Gov. John'

S cunsplrator would have suc-

geded in reaching- the hospi-
t four miles away, in gaining
s through its maze: of
ds and passages to the
t place, in identifying the
stretcher [where the bullet was
fégund] and planting the bullet
lﬁ’:lt unobserved.” .
. Sparrow, a former bar-
er, was named in 1952 to
the position at All Souls, which
is;one of the most prestigmus
it British university life.
has long taken a close mterest
ir the 'investigation of the
assassination. |
iIn general, Mr. Sparrow
finds nothing in the many
ciitical works on the Warren
Cbmmission that suggests the
eﬁlstence of any conspiracy to
1 the President.
there really had been a

?spmmy in 1963,” he writes, [

rely some trace of ‘it, in a
untry where secrets are not
sy to keep, would by now

ve come to light.”
e says that Mr. Lane, the
4 inerant demonologist,” has

r once performed a service
ﬁjé_zthe truth.”




