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CHAPTER 14

The u&a%@ Explosive

The grest problem which still vchnm studcnts of the Pont-sur-Seine
assassination attempt is the reeson for its fudlure. Evervthing had been
worked out 2nd oumnn&nu 10 guaranise success. /,Eﬁdwwow had m?ﬁo&
his butien at 90 right rmoment 10 within 2 teath of a second; igrition
hzd occurred whea it should. But the bomb did not explode; the ?%&B
produced 2 curtain of fire but half-burnt slabs of plastic were found
stewn &l over the road.

Tt &5t idea which occurs to any sredent of these troublous times is
toat 2 third party bad peactrated the circuit and had doctored the bomb.
Orne thinks, of course, ¢f the French secret service, the SDECE, which
trioubtedly had wind of the affeir and could have intervened.

This story does not held water. The bomb contained nearly 100 lbs
cf ﬂrﬁfm and was comnected 10 2 canister contining twenty litres of
napainn No secrer service ia the world could have taken the risk of
aliowizg such a device to explede at half-cock benesth the wheels of the
president’s car. We must therefore look for some other, and infinitely
more subtle, form of intervention by the sDECE.

It is best £rst to eliminate the other theories, in particular that based
on the 3.39 tion that the detonztor failed to funcuion Hio?ua. The
report drava up 2t the request of M. Henry Théret, cxamining maogis-
wate iz the High Court of the Seine departmert, by two highly qualif
experts is ifumin an oo this subject. This report 3‘ ‘national Q.ﬁLd
as they 2t en entitied, is .."muna by Henri Foresticr, chief engincer of the

Daris Munigpal Laberiory a Lead of the W.Mxomc‘,u Division, and
Maze ¥ .r,nuv mmander of the Legion of E » Doctor of Science
and renier lecturer at the Ecole Jo_ﬁanﬂdonn @ Collere of Militzr

<3). This repert shows m,{r whea ‘eapty’, ﬁ?. tomb weighed
rnu coeld only beld a maxirzum of 150 Ibs of plastic, Even with
numwom:d it wzs dﬁ»w wnué, and 83&&; ble effort was required
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crpleded:
‘The distance hetween n ¢ bomb snd the vehiclz is exns

yards. As a result, had the charge functionsd permally, 1t .«or.u.

nnoc} 70 Cause SLrions mw.,.,:, e to the velicle rosuliing, at the very wnma
i serious injury 1o the occupnnis. Phezcmena of this mature &o ot
automeatically produce resulis m:(.u, sely in eaccerdance with forecast,
kowever, and an ebove is stited subject to the mnoﬁ.-o that the explosica
took place precisely ot the moment desired [which it did} and that the

wﬁ,&ﬂ of trizls were regarde u as nnunm.w valid?

d
-~ 1-7 2cC - et . -y -
In other words, N.L rling into accouxnt the trobabic side—eocts
: 450 PO N f o ’ T £ Feq v PN
descrived in the report fo.ba he ‘considoradle’ effect of fragmeziziio

stoae splinters, crater 20-25 fect 1o & _sﬂuwa et
would have been kilied at con” -sur-Scize .m.mx m.n. ()ue

But, the report continuss, ‘the resuls o
tcular the discovery of bomb frasmeznts 2d o J,v of ?:..Juoﬁ.; ‘rrov

FRPRt ana &.el L3 VI LIove
< x
o~ T~y oW -~ ~ POl . - e & . -
with certaint {y tnat ing | Renosmenon Ed zet S0l O} m...u LUNCE 00 Thl tess

mcationed above. ... There was, therefore, no !
sense of toe word but a process of “defagrat )J:

Casdaaiid

agrated”, thus disrurbizg the

>
P

: ; -ignited m..,m.om of plaztiz, bumsting the ediztent
jrrrican ond igaiing the Zowid which it cozizized. The blast efec was
mauch less than thervkich would have resolied romm 2o exnplosion and o
displacement of sand was cemraratively small. . L 0

10T Y
The report then ag

2lyses the way in which the bemd was fused wing

an American elecmical detonzror, Fusing was ‘undoubielly very dofec-
ive’, the ¢xperts say; mow m:ﬁ& nevertheless, thas the nunu..,uwﬂu Te-
parztons were ‘most therough’ and that the current availedle wos ‘mers
thon adogusate),
The experts then atrempt to explaia the ‘non-explosion’ of .r:n b,
referring to an inadequate homogencous nwﬂmov an inzdsguatsly resiciant

casing, etc. They also refer, however, to the ‘hi
wcitation of plasuc’, this ¢

$eD ~*e I 31A ) \H4 - Nm~ e - S B ——
(.T.Hmr..!).u WO ag;acent 5:20s. L2y Toeonon 1sS5 CuITisd oat ;

amiea’cas o weaa™

W 8ﬂhn\1.laﬂ Oﬁ. ﬁ‘.fﬁ

AT Lomivmr mrmrmiand by vk g
osfficient being determined by the ams

-~ _l ™ - - . ‘- .- .. 3
50-grant s slabs mnmun&& by aa aimpzce of 20 cms which produced three
t
a)) 1

detonations againet three ‘Tailures’.
Rea .bq.rwmmnnwo& uuuémnvu , thouzh &k

is m.iQLm to imagine thot a ?‘-.I m ood Arnerican

inseried ‘int mn,V.E 1c0 its of plasde, weuld zot have produced z

ﬂld.ovuon in view of 7Hhh00»m Rl ..r

A i, s mlemelnn
: ol L~

sZ3der dmexciznzica’,
S R R R R P A - 'l

pzn exoiensdon must, t;ﬁm‘cnu“ Do sought elsswhere, Ta2 Cue U
. 13 i, 4 AR e | PP

258 5 lne 17 o?T. repont—'dependent ca the physiczl clale Sl Lns

H . -

5.0@. e .. .0 Here lies the real reason for the fafluers of the arizmpt ¢l

Pont-sur~Seins,
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by ¢ Aizhly unustal m,\nt son—Colonel Fourcaud. s pame only appeare

Eally during the trial of the Pont-sur

at Troyes Assizes on 29 .»Fq&n 15 m!

Th= press had moulded public opinion and everyone expected to sce
in 5= dock a set of vile killers with horrifying faces and boorish manners.
Whor they saw were men of the world—brilliang, polished, elegant,

mliny,

In essence they said: “This was 2 “phoney” attempt. It was o;chwa
by the mpﬁbﬂ authoritizs for the glorification of de Gaulle. Even the
errest of Villemmaody was planned—why would he bave buag around near
the spot if he had mot wished to get himself arrested? In any case we
were nu ting under the crders of “Mozsicur Simen”. ’

In surpernt om their statements oae of their counse! produced a letter

sifnad by the mystesious ‘Monsizur Simon’ ia which he admitted that
he was acing oa mo‘. ernment orders and had himeelf handed thie bomb to
Manoury. Pursuing its offensive the defence demanded evidence from
two of the nn.f:dn s moior dignitaries, Tnprﬁ Foccart, woﬂnﬁtw-:nq»n&
in the Elysée, azd Alexandre Sanguinetd, pecially employed in the
AMizistry of the Interior. For good measure, they also demanded to hear
Cclozel Fourczud, o m a seaior ofiicer of the SDECE, though no longer in
Gn secret service at the C...o

ur-Seine conspirators which owrnna

cgues Foccort natural mnu.nu all knowledge of the accused and in
ww‘uﬁhﬂ of perens o m, «}owr names onC were known—Aubry,
‘Carrosin” o2nd ‘Stmon’.

A 3 -
Alexandre San mrb

et similerly denied all such knowledge. Under
pressure from the defence roc,.ﬁ.ﬂ.. he wa

s forced to admit responsi-
bility for the despaich to O..nuaw of 2 ca called Mertz «.ﬁ.m,. a ticket

w,»o..;“u(u by the Minstry of the Iuicrior. v;:%&ucrc expluine

fress e

‘His wife was Caradian and r;g found him a job out there. >oroa53<
we wF..h ned zt the opport r:; i sent him out to getrid of him. If T had

a chance of providing a ticket mo_.‘ ali the 0as men I know, I would wiilingly
do so.’

Cnaocgoﬂ&. Mertz must have been a hiphly embarrassing person 1o

menir ruch 30 ENTAnLITULS,

Nowarman tﬁﬁt hadmaded g his second
tour i Demujon. It hos sioce been mﬁw : 7 wres senl thers 10 Mit
with the numerous aaivists under yrraation.
It mzy be thoushe, mereover, that ) ce Medal
2od the Lemion of Hereour, was the sivisi might
T

Tod £1 Lhol Dome Solvish was (he possessor ol @ w7 Ne SEEe
fe was the only meon who knew the locauca, 5 crae Parls ~irect, 0

=t destined for de Gaulle, Even ‘Germain’ (Bastien-Thiry) id ot
Yzow.

100
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concert the an&. There is, therefore, ons w,t:.u, iy: Merzzmayn
succecded in geining wn visi’s confideace and Belvisi

spme informatica on the bomb; Mertz may have oE ..H.,m 2stess
specg cod Colenel H.Joi}r.n. The mu..naﬁwun,numm craftsmen may the
have got to work whils Belvisi was stll in prison. Once the

e
% [PPSR S Ter eyl PR PN .
been QQ%G neutraiised Beivisi would have beea ractse
oreratioa in accordance with ‘Gearmain’s’ plan
1

'
.

K
.

1

00w VLA lnIe LU WA Wil & -

rove
purs ope armain’s’ plans.
7/

b
his version is perfectly plausible {more fantastc things taove teen
. r

ze). It would explain why the bomb did net QGNQ: ca D Day. Tte
qoni,ﬁ service might then have been u%mi?w 8 let mattess ride o oridsr
to increase O,:u M uu Gaulle’s popularity; he would once more B
conzidered to have ‘the luck ow the devid’.

Looking at the wunﬂmv hor y holds water erther.
Admittecly, Belvist was cons a somewhat o o
who might be prepared to rn.;r;mn ann.,m if somsone had gzinzd K
confidence. All his earlier U(..;:e. ,o.,_tﬂ however, proves that fie was not

t

L »-.

mercly a man commitied to “Iren Alzeria’ but

- -»hul» ona

T P s - N - o
extremaly suspicious. His de F..:ﬁpr(u o find out the dezuly ¢t

.anBLb (who proved to be Bastien-Thiry) 1s enou :oh 1o demonsTate
this.
A si says today: ‘I know
round abcut my meating Mertz. In fact Twas at wnwuw o it
AT

)
7
~ r att ar th oA et Sa T
mmm caw 2 1ot of detainges there. Wo wiked. Asftras
.
1

(a

[ [OSUS. N0 S

P P S H -~ ~ - ~
Mzrz was undoubredly a sunporier of Froach

eccribe him otherwise. It is poss
e knew that and w

Hu at-sur-Seine, Gn reacu
not have taken th ),m,:,

allowing wun.‘a. 100 lbs va
car. :.Mw.nu..: ran the risk that we might check 2ad Ax the bomb 2z 0
easure 2n cxplesion. Then, whea the attempt Yad toxen place and had
officially T;& “they” GocE have arrested Bastien-Thiry, the hed
B:JV not merely the “exirzs”. It is true that I managed 1o escape but 1
2id the m.s,.f I should nn.x,nw.ﬁ... not have taen ratrizved by Gizosame
“organisers” in orC n‘ to m:iin the Pedit-Clamart attempt 2nd 1 was

oac of ﬁ:n lezding lights of that’

Hﬂ is"at least w-ocmw that Belvisi may pave indicated thar someting
as up, without giving any £ames o € cails, This may have scted 2~ &
muunu,. beil wnd w cFu ﬂv.rhb the fevesiph ﬁ?L« achvit e
Pont-sur-Seine. They acr ,.u?u.. SOTETous SLSDeSTS, IniTAl. o |
21 acrivist crcles and arrested Gingembre on thz eve of the attemp

precise date of which an‘ did not .ﬂzczv.
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CUIiily Wiy bl U ld W D e T T o W T Vi T et ! O & FePanl O dlnd WUEll OF OGuddind Lo Sl e L Tl ol
S el ST mrrdald uu -~ . Fovr Crnada re 1 v.J)ﬁ hye ticar N .47__ 3 face ! I g d pemiets elie myae Pasiemmed
¢ el ry, Motz 100K o0 zeropiane for Conndz cad that ms tiexet Gepnrals Revers and Aast had toon coanecciad withv tos ot Fowrsacs
. P [ 1 so 3 RS 1 cinrt £ . L o) I e} NPT & s FApa < ——
was Lnoaed no um P ¥ Alexzandre Uu..n..n.: 2T, (e 2 CiOSe 25308t Ol had Dﬁnﬁﬁ.&ﬂﬁ. - »(»\b. Nw( Dn noverthelsss foreed 1o leove the vnﬂa.(ﬂ a3
B 3 .~ e
MQJ! Frey, the AMinister of the Interior. ; d. { bad mzay saeet service miends
~

Via e Ve Ti've sascdaney

‘,33.:& obscure, 5.. evidence most cagerly awaited however, and mﬁu.wnocuun_,w c.nmu for himself a cortof parailsl career.
‘ourcaud humiseif. He brought an air om qvm tery and - Everything indicates that, in the oas émbroglio, Fourcsud saw aa
sdventure in ml Troyss trial. i

Lot 3
5

. opportunity to teke his revenge when the mement arrived. To prove
. Tal, Fmb and goo @-.Oo ing, the colone! made 2 great impression on : his, note should be taksn of 2n important document numbered 557 2
the jury. He had bee cd director of the spzcE and hod knewa the 043 secrat G123 and dated 25 Oooler 1687 (in oher words six wesk
de Geulle weil in chlroa» wkere be had served him, although he did fter Pont-sur-Seine). This 18 the veil ox Colozel Fourcnud’s cotvites.
£ot Like Bim, ! The desument is in fact & report sent o 0aS hexdgquartess o Algiess
“TTis is clearly provocetive action on the part of the mcgoqnao&. the _ (where it was received acd registered mnou,, an ex-graduste of the Tcole
colezel anzounced. ‘In my iuﬁ. it was an onﬁ.mcou organised 10 restore Nationals d’Admizistration (School of Adminiimation). It rzless w0
de Ouunr s prestize and he vees badly in need of it at the time. This § slonel Muo:..nmuuh Corioin Motz ood Toozier, whase dutiows file n
rco the first tme that this sort of operation has beoen engiacered for André Ore ﬁ_,nnwau Tirassinaton amternot et Provizs hos alrealy
vu: . ¥

(a9
"' b

~
e

Un.,w mentioned. Eech of thise vronw is referzed to by 2@ puniber CorTes-
. uoc@.ﬂz .o his real pame ia ri. 35 4. :(. m

bave the impression ot the attempt was phozey.
Bbm after the mysterious ‘Monsicur Simon’ the coloael’s views A Tre following are the siz
bfvund

-

.LQL ressons—Irem the Ems telegram to the Valdlant comb. 1
“ »

e

dux nu the jury. They did pot accept the plea of the Public ) ABU”H tely after his Pw.‘nwm m -
roceTuies ho was mn?phm.bv the death sentence) and allowsed T counsel, was mw.a 1o vwam wmwd.w...mu\ M.,.F,.E:n Mostinl, Toroozh her
crenuzing O.n,..n.u..nan in thz case of 2l the accused. be asked Colonel 817435376 (Fourcand] o follnw ie matwer 22,

vﬁnac.‘d was given tweaty years’ impriscnment, Belvisi and Rouvicre

fifteen y bHr,: tea years, Cabanne de La Prade was sentenced

to Life: ..Bvﬁm;u,.uﬂ in ebeentia.

1~
i
‘v . utser Ca!l coirmandl Lad crmmeeend
om ﬁ»,ﬁ Or»..cnr 28 R e IR A R

I IS
andestine m).ob on the part of 4372185 {Lauz.er] who was 2z ¢
34
-

friend, providing him with the ars
At fret sight Coloned Fourccud's réle would seem to be that of a ! aris,

ﬂ*mm!) amm g T.\«e (6o}

e Shadwalad

- - b Vo meslcond e ..)T\).»l-)
emonsirate o....m prescace in P e zolio assicsed with mformatils,
o~ i g i~ -~ - % v by P 3 b A1y G ple At 2
!2, service technizinn who came 1o give his cpinion Qg ainted with m.:,wo o1 £les and contmats 22d he.fnslle pur ot 237218¢°s dhpodl e
. ersonal Lets an FRlelcioy e s
2 PRGEpRa § M / PR T . - - .
deep-rooted ant-goulliem). Itis in fact far mcre noqo? zha tappeuss. :

erabers of whet mizht be calied a “. rsozzl teamm wihich zal beeo \

working with him for a long time—21355 [Joss], Captain §7¢6 &
and myself.

‘Coloncl 817453

. -
director inn charge of admicistretion. [Lauzier]. Y

h(kk- -

1

cherge mﬁ"nqunn( in the sogcz. Henni Nﬂmgnno depury for Allier, was
romiznated director. The same list contains the name of Pierre Sudrea
who was nJJu..USm mu i

Hn Febrvary 16546 Colosel Fourcatd was appoin inted deputy director in
nw

76 [Fourcaud) has azzeed to take the place ol 437218
"l P sl
Ie has neve ertheless 2sked 557=-534517 [Madame Martn} o

PRy
Coloce! Fourczud's mother was 2 Sizv. He had been oze of the firs Docor 825624 [Victor] for the following:
Fremermen 1o instal hemsell in Lezdon in 1940. as

1
‘moa of the shadows'. His acdvites were invoriably those of a secret
ot Dun mming the war he was sent on a mission to France to see certain

L]

Formel eppotntment
General directives
A plon of action if possi

8

ewsbers of thr Cogonde. He was arrested by the Vichy ooru?,nL.nm onage
I

a0 N

AN Ty 10 Ienor

Cornom Ay vy pelanc Te subescurntlie founhr g fetamans vra Oo. u;.sl..(« 10 repont
welVviCcT aa e N(.«If((r' A0 LUILIGRTEUY r(f..r.\o.l int rt. »(OL»((Q.n(rv Was MU

Mvanis : i C >y (B4 3 -~ ~ e - e oty oo
wotnded omd when prizoner but then escaped. He was an exu ﬁu&w - n view of the precaricus nature of communiczions betwesn I ce

z

% bt - AR . LA - ] N .:“\:3 e rano ‘{..ﬂ

trove man and kad greet v-loﬂ& cairm bus Wo also had a pronoun and Algiers resulting in almost towl bsolatios, I Rave propos ced 1O
- - . Al -

cel that Ishould wytosend hizm 2 wﬂoo.b“.w. oss oficer in order 1o

L PR, .
rralay st ~latse s ars

TolS 197 LU, Fourczud was untzg oa becoming sole director l,w
the secres service but ke clazhed with his chicf, Henri Ribiére, 1o wh
wvﬂﬂ.&». 8)0.11..3% oT n)Q Crm &Y wlame

vk b s e h\:E-

Teurcsed nod 2 :,_...w n the celerzred ‘lesks offiP which, it will be

P e

=

i §-
td
E«

G
F?

[a}

7

¢

J]

- 3 2 sl 10 ol o o
2 Rercort on the stucture adepied by Coloned £1745376 (rowrcaid)
T o)
e

Ic2
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agresxment on tas advisability of these oai,,uomm.
38 Orzonise direct coziact between Coloncl 81745376 [Fourczud] an

VIlL
¢:5 headquarters in Algiers. To establish this contact  have mﬁ»na

2155 [Joss], who knows kim personzlly, and also the coloncl himself

w contact Madame 934675 [Guardes] and this ke has doze.

‘Since I am now dealing with rmaterial requiremeants, I report that
Colczel 81745376 [Fourcaud] has ordered me to reques

9 rmm guss
Silencers to be fitted to them
) touser carbines

V.m-oﬂ.nu

T cef-covered fuse

o¢ 60 mm meriar with about ten bombs (the colonel was particu-
1z:ly iasistent on this point) .

b U B

.« . [Ctheor sigeificant paragraphs mo:oc,.o&

Jaragr

1 Colenel mS 453 -6 ﬁuo.;nmc& asked me to emphasise that two-way
commuricetions should be established (he asks me to report that
we have here six suitczse sets but that n. rads

rl{brv

communicayons
zre to be estzblizhed, wave-length and frequency must be given).

e acks 10 be informed when he can come and BPﬁr person

contact. I am busy ob Luuba papers for him end th ...”; be rezdy

shortly. He says thay, if you wish, he could aiso 8 pain. He
2<¥s 0 be iaformed where and when coatz Sp.u be mzde In
muwv.na Oraa or Spain.

3 Weeare sxmroiely anxicus {itlics ia eriginai] to be put in touch with

04§ elmments now in D 1 v,a:)rz ly Y c8 [Sergent]. On this
subiect T will recaver from O ran, where | cent them, the documents

of which I spoke to Pauline [Dr unpw-r\.ﬁuc( crez} abour a so-
caled cas bngode.

.H.E.m is probably a provocztion, hence the
imporiance of knbdbwing cuacdy who is accredited by Algiers an
o.. posing e g

TS .3‘3 xateurs.,
4 lonsl 8174537 H Fourcaud] asks that his n.nanva of ors be

)-;{Lw ooumt«u,.nu 1o him.’

(%
*

This ropor, which is authentic, clear) % w

at Celoral Fourcaud was
.a.nr\?.uw“w. in cootacr with the 6as; be mim<eif as ./.d for membership on
25 Cooober 19810 It also appenrs that Lo wided rlhe firer xoo lbs of
Uimly the repont roﬁm hal &t Wide -L.i bhic OAS coatacts were
% i~

B sod plastic vos provided 10w wstraze the OAS greserce

caud who provided the

s o ~ R ey r, —
mmc.rv and he cave taem 1o Alanoury via one of his 0Wan T.aN

o LT, wWaD
well have been Lauzier. )
The avthors of this book have, moreover, discovered a certan ex-
v

<£L.

te)
{
}

DAS. I 001
oificer who wishes to remain anozymous. ‘Hv s oFcer was daputed by
Fourcaud to house the machinegun which wes to fire on de Gaulle

J
2 a2 aulle’s car

if it escaped the bomb 2t Pont-sur-Seine. When this man gave Fourcaud

ve 8D U8 DA X

g
M M o £~ - m — damad A=
full information on the plans {or the attemp?, he was €riered not 1y make
~ Covr md
himsclf 2 member of the assault souad—zand ..-roﬂ.h,% Yo refineld As

a result the second sccuoxn of the Poai-sur-Seine orcratica (the machine-

gun ztiack) was abandoned by Basten- Thiry; in this ke was 24vised oy
?,.bo&wﬁwovgwmmmErannﬂro.‘Hmmou mm forthioming, must e

- r.bu((!b'blb,u

mmmcns:ou o ro the man in contact with Colonel Fourcaud

~ea - Lo bd —~ &
Rasrien-Thiry relied towily on .,....,nc wry for the pr the
bomb. w,..ﬁ,.oc.d. twrned to ro.r..nu.rc ough ¢ne of the latizr’s men

The bemb was manufactured and han

3
nm ver to the Conspirators with
Fourcaud’s agreement.

There is an important detail here, however: Fourcaud did zot wish
de Gaulle o be rL 3. He &id not like him but e was teath 1o assassimate
him. In London ore day de Gaulle had said: ‘F o:...‘nur.nw I know that
you are devoted to me, but if T asked you to shoot Péaln, you would

& w.ﬂnr,.m.u de Gaulle: “That's correct, General)
2l30

Fourcaud was ﬂ.‘o.uﬁ.u..,.., arrracted to the Pent-sus-Seine amezri by
the ‘lesson’ which it would teach de Gaulle. Iz hered to cut him 2owD
to size and show him that he was not as invulnerable as ke tieuste

lien he alsd wanted his Iittie pemsonal revenge. Hence his fur-reaziing
fimation’ with the 04, iis recuest for ‘regular membeorshizy’ aad s
participation by proxy in 1he Ponr-sus-Seing opemzton

The document austed above proves indisputably that Colons Fourcaud
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exelosive (their own enpression), since 1he sizbs found (some 20 i83)
wplosive (the

Al
ettty an nd i pom 2 T aeaA ey e A
were partieliy destreyed or hod betn iaetel O Lo I

-
k N

N N - - N
erces zs Ui dews ox aoclinz, T AT WSO

doam
: - ; “ LYl
@é& mrﬁ .rru u.J.bam from behizd. His appearanes 2t e W, 2
d o m bel
.



. P s R -, ~

Clme - ? e PR R N
Simir’, 2 W c.. ez erganiior ol the en e DLy
LA PN

Moasicur Sizden’, of no..rJ? never exisicd except in the imegination
of the accused, thoush the source om their inspiration was probably a
good one. At the ume there was nothing so Z ogical in t r existence of
thos ‘Simen’. With striking unacimity Ga accused stat m&_m ‘Simon’
had been present at a meeting with Foccart in m;:mﬁ; ti’s office and
thot he bed decided to meunt a psychological offensive to open de

) "

seuile’s nu& 6 the danger consdtuted by the 0as. ﬁc,»nim hod asked
‘Simoz’ if he knew of 2 grouvp which no:,m carry out the operation and
it was thus that Man :J. was canvassed. The story was not m mwn& and

the m::voA which it reccived from Oo._ornw Fourcaud paid of
scerns probable that Bosten-Thiry never knew the precise réle
played by Colonel Fourcaud in this affair, We & know that ‘Germain’
bimerly regrened having entrusted manuizcture of the bomb to Manoury
always maintained that he was az expert in these devices,
whereas in fzct he knew ncthing at gll sbout them and had to use the
services of a mysterious expert who came straight out of Fourcaud’s
aiurer’s hat,

Thre ¢ explazal ton of the fallure of the Pont-sur-Seine attempt 15 not to
be sourht in the incompeience of dymanJ‘ of some individualj it is to
be found in the mind of Colonel Fourcaud who betrayed nobody while
bewrayicg ev Jw.or.«

ae finzl dotail 1o Ecnr; the rdle p! .&n@ by Colone! Fourcaud at
this peded. An 025 staff meeung was held in Algiers, as carly as Auvgust,
st whach .ou& Godard v,.o.nownq“ [ihe minutes Om the meetng o,umo
thar a ‘chisf” be appointed in Fracce to head all the organisauons; he
et forward cEaially the name of Colonel Fourcaud. Ooawl even sent
alongrepost o M&B in which he guaranreed Fourcaud’s loyalty. Salan,
who mistrusted the secret service on principle, refused and Fourcaud’s
0as czreer ended nt.nn.

Godard's report was dated 20 November 1661—two months after

Pont—sur-Scina

CHAPTER 15

Ruiours

Whea Martial de Villemandy presced the detonntor button of a bom
which might have upset Frezch policy for a loog Ume te comy, tha fze
A& )

w.
». E?HF had ap
o
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i M,w.nﬂ? been decided. By the AU. cndum of § Jaznvary
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ciple of self-d

1961 the prind el ,.Snﬂmnnc.ow for the Algerian pecple and the
establishment of 23 excoutive in Algiers had been accepted. Pursuizg Bis
@ocn% of accelerated diseazogemens, ce Gaulle ad opened ciaal s
with the Algerian rebels, frstin Evian, then i Lugnio.

In f2ct, on comning to power in 1652, even while giving Bis selzma
promise that Algeria :.oLm remain Frezch, he had P...uu.,x.. establiched

secret contect with these same rebels in Tunis. The left hand &d oot
koow what the night ..x..um. was doinz.
Oddly caough, however, one am nis problems wos the money reguzed
m@n this poilcy. Under no ara UImOTEnces could the patiozz! allounis
aclude a heading: ‘Contacss with the Algerian rebels) He decdiied,
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therefore, to use the seorer vats, rvﬂ?n\ cziived ‘Spedal voncoouznied

funds’. When ke omau&. the €, however, ke found that kis prelecessors
in the Prime Minbter’s ofllce kad n.,,.km.:..ur fThefimishadbonwed g’
completely burt, since they were ‘unzcceunted’, d

In fact every veazr a bizarre, Houm-n&p.ur
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urgoicgs and receipts 1o s ovR fii= nood, Zowies are, for inelmocs:
.H»Lm o0, Calpoel X—zo,000 frs’ or ‘Poid to Ammbasrader Y—183,002 i
Each of these functionariss is bearin 2 2 Sty up-to-duic i
disbursed. The anﬁn A run"ub fanked by the holders o R
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