JFK special

:* ' ntacted by the NE, in Divonne-Lef-Bains, 10 miles from Geneva, - .°
s - N

Switzerlané claims the documented U.S. court evidence against him is false.

He assarts
f’-—_—

--he was not in the USA on November 22, 1963...his only visit in fact

to America taking place in 1974 or 1975 where he passed a weekend, though he
refuses to explain why he was there. . » .
Jud!‘
--at the time of the killing, he was in Barcelona, Spamw Gen.
. Gardy, one of the OAS senior officers outside France. ' He says.-in response to
ok~ : n
% questioning, that if before a tribunal, he could - albeit with difficulty
because of the long time lapse and the illegality of DAS (Orga:iization of Secret
Army) members at that time - produced witnesses to that effect.

’

—-in the 20 years since the killing, he has never been contacted by agents

et iimam—

from the FBI, CIA or any other branch of the U.S. government visit
two me . inﬂmﬂ%e under two years ago;ct-d' he la-l/\-au- e

< ¥

.\ -~-following inquiries, carried out by what he called his *friends'! in French
P——————

Intelligence - or as he refers to it 'Special Services,' he is discovered, that anothe

military officer resembling him in physical and facial details, was in fact in Dallas,

Texas on the day of the shooting. This man, claims ‘that Souetere was traveling under

his identity.

( —~— He knows this man, believed to be still living, but has not seen him. for

_ more than 22 years. He has given us his address and a Frenach Intelligence document

detailing his career, his criminal record, including murders, ___gprison sentences/_
B g




expulsion from the army , expulsion from France to Canada in 1961, etc. The man

\-__
is named Michel Mertz, was born glsace in France in 191S.

( ~-Unlike Mertz, he speaks German fluently and English.

‘ _Soustere, a tall,distinguished fooking man with grey hair over his ears has

a manner of a gentleman. PRI R ' ' S

( When I met him, he was weari_xig a d;)uble-breasted high~quality grey-striped sqiﬁ,:
and there is no mistaking that he ;i.s the director of the piush Divonne Casino.

w Cssino is elegant a.nd_ fitted throughout with electmnically-;:.perated doors.

( On my first v¥isit, I spoke wit'.h him very briefly on the steps of ﬁim Casinoc out~
side where he refused to allow me to use my tape recordex. He said he was aware of
the alleéﬁtions which I put.to him but would not discuss them af that ‘tim.

—— ———
a delay of 48 hours and said that if I returned he would

He requﬁ

provide our newspaper with

information that if we were sérious about the story, would be of considerable interesi

t Two days later, I returned for my appointment with Soﬁetéfé; tﬁis time with a
concealed miniaturé, tape reéorder in a shoulgler bag. Again, he refused to alloﬁ ns .,
tb tape oﬁr conversation with my visible tape recorder and I agree;i; to his reqﬁes{:‘.'_ﬂ_;

\ Herinvited.. me inside the casino and over drinks-in the bar by the side 6£‘th§‘:= .‘
gaming rodm; he époke with me in what appeared to be quite an opeéi.nd ffiendly maaner
about th; subject. However, there were many qﬁestions concerning French Intelligence
sources and details of his life which he refused to answer.

@zetere said: ] '

( "My first knowledge of being suspected of involvement in the affair of President

T ————
Kennedy came a little under two years ago.

. "I was telephoned by someone in the U.S., a friend,you could say, who told me
T ——— e — gy

I was a suspect in the assasination. He said he had a document that would surely in-

‘G P .
terest me which had come to himithe FBI. He said I would be interested to read
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it and sent it to me by mail.

- "When I read it, I could not take it seriously. The allegations were too
S — —_.—\._-.

este~ovs,
) ( "I was unsure of what to do and let it ride for a few days while I thought about

it.

i .
( "However, my suspicions were arousedmuch more fully when two weeks later I receiw

a visit by two men in their 5Q's who said they were journallsts Wwriting a Dook on the

assasination and wanted to speak ebout my possible involvement.

L"'E‘_h\ey had arrived in person in Divonne and I did not want tQ refuse them. I
asked them if they would return in 48 hours, and then said that I would be willing to

answer their questions.

( "However, my suspicisions aroused, I telephoned some friends in Paris in special

services -- you could say French Intelligence -~ and they sent a female agent to pose

as my secretary during my interview.

v 4

( "During the interview, they covered most of the points in the documents that I

had already received. And once they had done that, left abruptly and I have never

seen them since., ,Along with my friends at special services, we came to the conclusio

== or I should say,'we are 85 - 90% sure -- _QE.EE theg were FBI agents because if they
—— e — e
had been journalists, they wauld pot have been able to regeag woxd for word what had
— T o ——

been contained in a highly confidential FBI document.

( "I told them that I am telling you now that I did not know the dentist, Dr. Alder

or any of the other people mentioned in the report.

\__"The only person I did know was Michel Mertz, who was suggested in this repo;t_:m._
and by the | . 'journalists' may have traveled to the USA using my identity.

C_"As a result of that revelation, I asked my friends at special services in Paris
to make me a dossier on Mertz and it is a copy of this dossier that I am giving you
now. "

{ "From the dossier, I learned that Mertz is in fact a very dangercus man. I knew

him in the 1950's when he was a fellow Army offiecer in Algeria before their independen
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And then, after the formation of the OAS, when he had tried to infiltrate our or-
ganization but was disallowed because we thought he was not capable of membership.

"The last I heardrof him, was about 1960.

(; "However, now I would very much like to ask him what he was doing in Dallas on

November 22, 1963 and evidentally traveling under my name. The FBI documents say
- ;g:
that Michel Mertz was my alias, but it is exactly the other way around -- he used my

identity to travel to the USA.

( "For-an officer in the Army who was involved in Intelligence work, it would oot

be difficult to obtain a full passport and identity in this way. When he was refused

e
membership to the OAS, I had no idea 6f wha t he did, but it is possible that he entere

some other organization which among its targets could well have been the OAS and

+ ———————

President Xennedy.

: "This type of confusion was common at that time. It is known that among the

many attempts (23) to assasinate President DeGaulle, many of them were carried out

by French secret service, not only to compromise the OAS, but to make DeGaulle look
-_ - =

like a walking miracle, or a superhuman being.
"It is no secret that the OAS wanted to assasinate DeGaulle, but we were nev er -

successful. At the time of the assasination attempt in Petit-Clamart, I was named in

—

all the French newspapers as being the organizor of that attack. But it was not true

S——

because it was the OAS interior branch (in France) which organized it. I was a member

of the OAS exterior (outside France).

"

I can state categorically that I have never traveled under the name of Michel
L_”- e

Mertz. I did use false names as an OAS officer, and during my involvement in various
T —————————

mercenary soldier operations in Africa. But never Michel Mertz. It is he who used my
identity.

\ "In any case, the OAS, of which I was a committed member, have no ambitions to kil
President Kennedy. Why should they?‘ They were interested only in France and keeping

its territories in Africa.
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_ "It is possible that there may be other organizations, still in existence today,

——

which were against DeGaulle and Kennedy. It is possible that Mertz may well have been

a member 6f this organization, but if he was in Dallas, I am sure he would have not

I

been there alone. In any case, if he .was there, he had gone to a lot of trouble to _'
leave his traces so thaﬁ if he was discovered, it wduldl look as :"Lf it was me.

:_»_u'l'he FBI documents sayé that I speak >f1uent Englisﬁ and Gexrman, but that's not
true. I can understand a little English but it's a 1angﬁ$.ge that. confuses me. >Mert‘:-z"
on the other hand, was born in the German border near Ffance, and it's qnite posﬁible
that he grew up- ‘spea.king both French and Germ;em.".

Souetere, speéking to me in French, added:

' -L‘"-I would suggest—that you go t§ see Merti. But he is ‘av very dangerous ma.n who
has a criminal record of murder involvement with drug organizations, and violence.
He was thrown out of France in 1961 and went to Ca.nada; aithm;g}’x si<ng:e__t.lv1e amnesty
against ail 0AS and c;ther a.nti-governmeni: terrorists, he has been allowed to live ir;
France. ’ -

uie was sent,to prison in 1971 in France for drug traffici_ng and according to my '
friends in special!services, people who have visited him at his home have been known
to disappear, never to be seen again.

( "Knowing the man and his record as I do, his answer to the question of whether he
killed President Kennedy or not would be no comment. But I believe that cerﬁainly?

‘—:
* there is a French Connection to the assasination and that Mertz may well have been in-

e " T R BT

volved.

-

l "Though if he was, I am sure, he was not acting alone.”

. (_/ghis is more or less the interview that I had with Souetere, half of it is on
tape, half of it is not. Because I never anticipated that our conversation would last
- try to
longer than the length of my tape. He now says that he willJTind the FBI documents

and that he is not sure of its whereabout because he has just moved homes, but he is

sure that he still has it. Says he will let me see it but for the moment will not
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allow photocopy though I suspect I can assure him of our confidentially, he will

change his mind. I may be completely wrong, he may have produced a marvelous
confidence trick and to he nature of his real personality. But he struck me as

being basically sincere, though I suspect his evasiveness is connected with his

enduring connections to French Inteliigénce. Obstensibly, he. is extremely experienced
in military‘matters ,5till fit, and in good form, and I suspect still active in eééionage.

Though not on a permanent basis.



