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, Ihe Cry of a Wounded

- Solzhenitsyn:
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" LITERATPRE AT JTS best ennobles as - Bv Ro 7
“well as illuminates the spirit of man, Rarely, . : ., N 4 %ﬂ cﬂ \m
however, does the life of an artist give lift \V AN ,T.,
and muscle to works of greatness which'by: ; gainst this caaw ,m..?n e
themselves will live in consciousness as long the Mes-
as people can read, But such is thé case, wit
Alexander. ‘Solzhenitsyn,. whose Nobel lec-
ture, smuggled .somehow out of the Soviet
+ Union, was, published the other day. It was . its finest work, the: Declaration :of. Human’
. aory forged in hell and aimed st the highest * Rights. In the face of barbarity, he cancludes. tice, i .+ ¢,
and most delicate sensibilities of. ankingd. - that the twentieth century has adopted thet ’
Solzhenitsyn+is an artist living .within the- ' “gpirit of Munich.”: . L .
legacy of Stalin He has survived: labor .. ‘There isimuch-in all of this
camps and “cancer. wards, pleasant-and “going alon
own country ‘and the denial of: his :
‘receive. and ‘enjoy. literature’s: highest, rize.
Yet he loves:his country and:Tefuses, to
leave. But, h¢'remembers. . ‘

Bt

“world in which evil and its next of kin, seif.
" interest and apathy, come, most naturall t
“'most men and in which a firmact of will is7s.

required for a person to-projeét g vision or :f,
an act . of honor .against- the prevailing "
stream, And, if men are fearful, nations are-%;
insecure, Strength, power: and ‘wealth are’
.often substituted for decer S,__oso.:p:m jus-

i3

e

In such a' setting] Solzhemitsyn 'Taises a’

standard -of -morality’-that is so high, 85 .{o :
suggest’ &uﬂmmws_ on the ‘ground of unreal: s :

: born'-alone and are a P ism. But,-the power .of his life .and,fhe-y. - ¢
: O ot strength of his art' make it.impossible T
‘consequences- of loneliness throughout life.r Risemiss him or his message. And, i we'd
it, we risk grave error. Listen again: ‘'
.. “In -orderfp mount  this platform: from ; P -1+ “. ., we are threatened. by destruction in,
“‘which the:Ngbel lecture is read 1'have : ; e .1 the fact that’the .physically. compressed, ¢
_-climbed. notithree or- four -makeshift “steps : Ci "#% strained world is not allowed to blend spiritye
" but hundreds and even thousands' of them: ually; The molecules of knowledge and sym-~§ .
* Unyielding, .precipitous, frozen steps, lead ' “pathy ‘gre not allowed to jump over from - §
" ing out of the ‘darkness ‘and . cold, where. i one half to another: .. Within a muffled
Swas my munmﬁ ‘survive gwhile otherg—per one,.it. ‘costs nothing to reinterpret any
+*haps with a“greater gift and st nger ‘thal  agreeiient, even simpler—to' forget ith .
. J—have perished’. .. .0 o000 TS But, ‘the question remains; can: 61eip son ¥
He thea invelghs ' against the- systemati

: en ; i : - make a difference? Alexander Solzhenitsyn
 destruetion of the best literary. talent of his ; by his art and by his life has inspired many
" natlon, »uum_.ﬁuﬂz.o» literature ig the living™ ; i

> : ‘people; And, in inspiring some of them,
“ memory of a pation through which the rich ‘ m A, I e e h
" fabrie of one nation’s

P
life, can. be, transmit: paren ww. has saved himself, or at ._m.wmm.r be-
€ can. be. : " lieves it to be so, for hé claims thata wor
_ted to the rest of the.world. He suggests that’ iwnm uon.w.go.n of ,&qmma:_ nw%mw«ﬂa i :
- literature can"help establish one value 'sys-" ' “/ For his own part, the g_nﬁw.u.uawp,..gnfa o
et ot B i St
tion which destroys its literature is de-- ) PB»J can Euwﬁwhﬁnnn.:on.wmn. belleves <,
ibed this way: ~ ~ ~ - .. - ’ at violence can only thrive in an atmos-s 3
-nmw—; woe, to that nation whose literature ;' phere of falsehood and that it is the gbliga
is disturbed by sthe intervention of power. : ,WM_M.-“__.M Woﬁﬂﬁﬂhﬂ .»M—%m,.wwwwwmﬂo%mﬁ—m—gn
Because that fs;not just a violstion against .. -“Courage, - then < 't
‘freedom of print, it is the closing down of: . . SOLZHENITSYN ) Lesta um‘m% niblé and the relon
the heart of the nation,:a slashing to-pieces:. . S . s N m.a mom Bt scerna rn.wm.m 16 re e henitsy
of its memory. - - ) S "lead. to a- herding instinct. and . to greed - suit ..of it - are ‘the “lessons Solzhenitsyn
" "But the lecture is not simply about which, in turn, diminish the possibilities of teaches us. It is clear from his example that
" Solzhenitsyn’s hard times in Siberia or even " courage. Moreover, the twentieth’ century ~a person can make a.difference and that-no .
nve:%—.mnoi.‘ literary history in the Soviet world is overpowering with the size of its natlon ought extinguish either the' songe of .
Union. Rather. it tries to grapple with the: structures, the power of its weaponry, the its gentlest E.Em or the cries of its ,m.ﬁg:..mm.m:,
struggle .of evil against good in the world - Tange and versatility of its other techrology,. - mmm_m.m. for w.m it does so, it does'so at its peril £
and the rolesof men and nations'in that’ capacity to bombard with' information and, ' and jt diminishes all of us everywhere
. struggle.- From the particular death . of So- most of all, its capacity to overwhelm and . So it is with .moﬂ.urmi.”m«n. He,is an_
viet literature in Stalin’s camps, he raises. disorient individual sensibilities. : . . traordinary embellishment of the human

sécurity ndemic and they

.
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: a eral . torlorn.  In such a world, facile, minds and tongues. spirit. In the face of his m.ﬁ—.osmemw, hjs talent,
WWmMMoM%.Wm ﬂ“—nmmﬂgm.nﬂm .nozﬂn_ﬁnounwrh ¢ and shallow .mevrwmnowﬁen ‘replace’ wis- :_.zm integrity and his life’s fidelity to his own i -
violence and “Dostoevsky's devils . . . are ~dom; wealth, and mindless- groupiness be-. ideals, we are at once both shamed and en-~...:
crawling ‘across the whole world in front of . come the frail guardians against loneliness .:oEma.,.ES" is, perhaps, a dearer v._.ﬁ,agmz )
our very eyes, infesting countries where and fear. It is a world in which cries of “any he could ever :wﬁﬂ%é,& in ‘Stock- [y:
- they could not have dreamed of . . ."” moral ' outrage can be dismissed as the uo—.B.. : o : [
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