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mmem GEORGE JACKSON'S ORDEAL
» . 'ﬁié line is.:t:iia\l:;'G'eol;ge‘:‘}i;ltson.r who waskilled a mt;nth:
ago at Sap. Quentin: after he_ had killed, or caused to.be .

killed, five guards, was a victim of America—or of Ame
s he used to put'it. A typical tormulation 1§ Tom Wicker’s,
- to wit, “George Jackson, sentenced at 19 tol_'z one year to life -

for confessing to a $70 robbery. .-, /*IThat does sound exces-

.~ Sive, does it nat?:The Los Angeles Times has done a superb

~ Job of digging, and we have now ‘a’systernatic account of |

" - what, went on before the sentencing; and after | T .

v On Jan. 5, 1967, 15-year-old George.Jackson was six feet.

—' " tall'and ‘weighed néarly 200 pounds. He was mestéd'jfor'!
- stealing’ a’motoréycle. The judge released him to the custody.
__ of his-parents. -~ S e T T

© - OnJan. 22, the: cked him up.again, this tinie for

" stealing motorbicycle equipment. ‘Young George’s behavior. -
‘on this occasion- was_ unusual. “When. the Juvenile: officer .
began to search. him,*Jackson flafled: out with: his. fists,

A : tfice ‘balance, and:bruising &’ woman. .

. whoifrie tervene. Disposing:of her, Jackson -.

.. - Yook the officer and bent him. over a-desk, ‘'slowly foree(ing) -

2 him toward'a long, steel filing spike ‘sitting atop a: blotter.

“This guy would have put-that spike through my baick,’ the
official recalls;”” Other guards arrived in time. The incident, .

- by the way, was the-cause of local reform. Thencefotward, .

? i

= il spikes were_bent L-shape. Jackson was briefly detained,
- .+ then reéleased on probation, . . e e
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" On.March 5,.1957, Jackson broke a- skylight, but re- -
treated on hearing.a burglar-alarm which brought the palice
. .- out in force. Hé ignored an:order to surrender, and a police-
- man. fired: four: shots, one of which caused a superticial
wound. Jackson was sent to a reform school for boys, from
" which he was paroled a year and a half later, on Dec. 20, 1958
- The succeeding May, hé was picked up for, following ais
“ woman late at night under extraordinary circumstances.
The policé found a screwdriver concealed ' in his. belt; but he;
- was let go. < .2 TEALEL e S R
V. OnAugi 20 he becamé -angry with his* employer and |
slashed the seats of a bus, and answered the ensuing com-
plaint by threatening him ‘with'a knife. "He was’ arrested. '
He lied-about his age, was treated as an adult, and sen-
tenced toten daysinfail. - et T
.- On Sept, 24, he,and two other youths held up a,service
station. He was caught and sent to the Youth - Authority,
but escaped on’ Oct."21, and made his way to Illinols. .
~‘There, in November; he got into trouble, was picked.up |
‘by the police, and sent back. to California to the Youth
Authority. But,.on Dec. 30, he ‘escaped yet again—from a.
hospital to which he had been taken for treatment ‘of minor

" Injuries during a fight, :

He was recaptured, the next morning, and served under |

2 ;/7/

- the Youth Authority from February, 1959 to June, 1960, -
when he was paroled. ..~~~ " T
On Sept. .19, 1960, back with a friend from a trip to-’
Tijuana, he stuck up a service station. and took -the fabled :
$70. He pleaded guilty and, this being_the third: conviction, .,






