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~ TheSoviet

Sojourno

Gtizen Oswald

What does an American diplomat do
about a 20-year-old boy who wants to
defect? After all the conspiracy theories
and speculations, our man in Moscow

in 1959 now tells his side.
BY RICHARD E. SNYDER

Oswald appeared at the office of Richard E. Snyder, wholn:ljo&nulﬂu

Richard E. Snyder, the senior consular CIAanmlmuanmhlh;am

official . . . well and f. bly kn ve, then had served in Tokyo

tome. . .“lh-datrutwonmy undu-SnttDowmmtmumd

hands!” said Snyder, “and his was now

arrogance was unbelievable.” nfﬁcm]mMmm recalled that
—Henry J. Taylor, syndicated colurnist Olwaldbln;edhlpulportdmm

Snyder’s desk.

he House Select Committee on Assassinations has just

released its findings on the assassination of President

John F. Kennedy. Will we be the better off for it, or is

the report destined to be new grist for the mills of the

conspiracy industry? The above quotations from the re-

cent literature illustrate why I pose the question: in each
we are given not the author’s own opinion, to which he is entitled,
but the author’s own facts, to which he is not entitled.

In fact, columnist Taylor’s conversation is fanciful; I never met Tay-
lor or communicated with him. In fact, though I did meet Epstein, he
did not ask me about his “facts,” most of which are untrue.

Facts alone, for that matter, will not resolve all the questions about
the Kennedy assassination; for some questions there simply aren’t
enough facts to go around. But where we have them, they can be help-
ful. My purpose in this article is to help the reader rescue facts from
fiction in an important corner of the Oswald mystery—his sojourn as

Richard E. Snyder, retired from the U.S. foreign service, is g free-lance writer.

—Edward J. Epstein, Legend |

a defector in the Soviet Union.
As the senior American con-
sul in Moscow during much of
the 32 months Les Harvey Os-
wald was in the Soviet Union,
I dealt with him, made the of-
ficial decisions concerning
him, and wrote most of the
record in his case.
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gloves which he carried rein-

the forced an image of prim con-

ventionality.

He had come, he said in an
adsertive tone, to give up his
A 3 2ad, T Som‘

taxi, ing, he thrust at me a note

written in a scrawling hand on

a sheet of stationery of
Metropole

Moscow's aging
Hotel.

said, at least his home address
in order to prepare the docu-
ment for his renunciation. His
home address, he reluctantly
pow conceded, was Fort Worth,

Texas. Did he have a wife
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as it turned out later, have
thought he was establishing
credibility with Russian ears-
in-the-wall, his offer to be
mede good “when I become a
Soviet citizen.”

Was Oswald, in fact, allud-
ing to the then-secret U-2 op-
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eration? In May 1960, Francis Gary  Moscow as mmmwwh-mmmmmm
be

an official embassy ob-
Powers was shot down over Sverd-  server. Not until later, however, was acting in a deliberate manner, still, the other would do so about the same
lovak in the Ural Mountains while pi- the question raised of a possible link  was only 20 and abeut to make a seri- time Oswald did. These experiences
loting a U-2 high-altitude aircraft on ~ between Oswald and Powers. ous mistake. had prompted me to write some

& spy mission for the CIA. The inci- As for Oswald's request, I could
i conscience

I also had an unsettling sense of the of
dent gave Premier Nikita Khru- thovehts on the hundiing of such

not

make up on the déja-vi Within a matter of weeks I cases in an informal lstter to the of-
A by which b airady anclod two il cases B ol et to the of
ting : ‘with my wit could - of A defy (The loaded State Department. I proposed, in ef-
following : I word “defector” has become attached fect, to be guided in my handling of

attended Powers’ show trial in judged that Oswald wes competent toallsuch persons; I woa't try to fight defector cases by a bit of Talleyrand’s
; ) of “surtout pas .de zéle”

(above all, no zesl). Among the hu-

ﬁmig_u_.tchmuﬁmtheujntéof

]

This ad is only @ sample of what you want fo see, | i fstr kims

denied
A sample only whets the appetite. To Soviet Union. His visit to the em-
get a real Taste of what it like here you R e
Tiaveto be here inWest Virginia to see it ' '

I placed Oswald's port in m:
gginmgﬁ_%pr:?crcde, the arts, the 2“1 : oy w:g
To find out what's going on and ‘ e have Eﬂ back. u&”h.mh’m be

where.evenhoamu'roget.mere.MrnTc;Tow - TR, hwwﬁﬁmﬁﬁah
new 44-page. full-color ravel book, free o o youthful defector did not re-
forhe asing, Fnd e historio shes, e Otate of “éggmgma turn o Mooday. Tostead, on Nov. 3
cavems, the fesiivals. Then come iy Lo n BT A, Coemer Wmﬁmmmmwm&
and get your fill For & ree Viest Viginia Wl ook wiih o - citizenship be “revoked,” and pro-

Send the coupon. Or call Ok o L N Wil el 04 : o| testing the earlier refusal to do so. I
(800) 624-9110 foll free, :

The Ills Are Alive.




LuandM.uin.G- ald leaving Russia by trai
boamid for the United Statas, AR

ing him he was free to come to
the embassy any time during
business hours. Privately I
took his letter as & sign of waf-
fling, a resort to rhetoric in-
stead of action.

Edward Epstein, Legend

can citizen"—with the close of guage that “it is the position of *
; : s

Oswald's letter was the first
word I had of him in the
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he Minek in whi
s Minsk ; bich
resettled Oswald in
1959 was a drab in-
. dustrial city of 509,-
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to Dallas. . .
[including] grant and
renewal of Oswald’s

g:rnport despite cause
Moagher,

Sylvia
Accessories After the Fact
Historians may well ask
the question of

how g
mmﬁdhﬁumd:ﬁe

fatal mistake of
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United States.
Gerald Ford,

Portrait of on Azsassin

eading Oswald's let-
ter, I could not help
noticing the contrast
between its conclud-
i sentence—"1
hope that in recalling the re-
sponsibility I have to America
that ‘you remember yours in
doing everything you can to
help me since [ am an Ameri-

March, 1960, and again at the °

though I didn't get it until
almost two weeks later. -

In it be said he could not
come to Moscow for an
interview because he was pot
allowed to leave Minsk
without permission, and he
suggested I put prelimi

quuﬁon‘nmhin:‘lhymaih

the Soviet t that

necessary
show the letter to the proper

authorities in Minsk in con-

interviews und ly make
the work of the Embassy staff
i than written
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the telephone in our apart-
ment just above my office was

packing; experience
taught her that she ended up
with it anyway.

Oswald was waiting as I
came out of the elevator into
tbesloomy,hlsh-oeilingedbox

like space that served as recep-
tion room both for the con-
sular offices and for the chan-
cery upstairs. Once again Os-
wald had chosen to arrive un-
announced on a Saturday af-
WU- The meeting was

and  matter-of-fact. P

There was little I could accom-
plish on the spot, and I wanted

to refresh myself on the details
of his case before getting dowm
to matters of substance. He ac-
cepted amicably my invitation
that he return during office
hours.

Once Qswald had not come

‘This Monday 20
months later he did come back
hcimmthcﬁmtufhlm
nal omission. Awaiting him in
the foyer was another person
who stood to benefit from that
Reassured by his reception on
Saturday, he had called her to
join him. Marina was two
months with their

pied on his first visit. My
room, however, was smaller
and more private as the result
& partition that now sepa-
my office from the rest
]a:gumom.'l‘hgmttor‘
face was cleanshaven as
.thpshmduklmzn&
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I felt that these statements
bad the ring of ity. It

passport. Suspicions of dark
doings abound. :
Some writers like Epstein
hint at CIA interest under
cover of consul Snyder. (To di-
gress for the record, I was em-
ployed by ‘the CIA from Oc-
tober 1949 to September 1950
while awaiting appdintment to
the foreign service. The job
® b the De-

took no act of faith to accept
the objective reality behind
Oswald’s words. Furthermore,
they were uttered without par-
ticular emotion and with no
evident effort to impress me.
It was quickly evident that
he was most worried about
what might happen to him if
he went home; would he face

ment"? I presumed that what
was on his mind was his state-
memtomeeboutpmingin-
formation to the Soviet au-
thorities. As I noted earlier, I
had queried Weshington on
the subject, Drawing on the
reply I had ived, I now

was ugh
pnmmm. orf Stat.e, which had

with other agencies for candi-
dates facing the financial
stringencies of a protracted
wait for appointment. I ended
all connection with the CIA
whenlheeameafomgnm

wume@munmk&
bemdgthehadnotre-

told Oswald that I could give
him no official assurance as to
whether he might face crimi-
nal charges. However, I said
informally that I did not see
on what grounds he might be
open to the sort of severe pen-
alty he seemed to have in
mind.

+ Neither leaving one's coun-
try nor condemning it is an of-
fense against law in the Ameri-
can democracy. As for Os-
wald’s statement of intent to
pass on information, he did

. not dispute it when I reminded

him of it. He denied, however,
that he had passed on any in-
formation. As a matter of fact,

guestioned by the Soviets
about his life before coming to
the Soviet Union.

The Immigration and Na-
tionality Act of 1950 provides
that an American citizen may
lose his nationality by j

would return his passport.”

The facts are more prosaic. I
had to determine from the
facts available whether Oswald
had done ' which
could lead to loss of his Ameri-
can citizenship under the law.
In such matters the consul's
writ does not run to the dis-
pensing of rewards and pun-
ishments; the comsul is to
serve, not to judge.

As a first step in determin-
ing citizenship status I had Os-
wald ﬂlm‘mmho%mthe
naire covering ex-
patriating acts specified in the
law. (Oswald admitted to none
of them.) I then questioned
him in greater detail.

I knew that Oswald had not
lost his clhzansh:p by renun.
ciation. This could omly be
done under law by formal dec-
lnntion “before a diplomatic

. . in such

ting certain acts. Those acts

hkalytoapplyin()wddsm
were (1)

ing, (2) acquiring Soviet citi-

zenship and (3) indicating for-

mal allegiance to the Soviet

state hy such acts as voting,

tmmthe of

mmumayhepmaibedby
the Secretary of State.” It was
that form which I had refused
to make up for him on his first
visit.

1 was also satisfied that Os-

wald had not acquired Soviet -

= citizenship. The fact that his
- Soviet identity document wad

of a type issued to foreigners
was prima facle evidence that
the Soviet government did not
regard Oswald as a Soviet citi-
zen. He had applied (and been
turned down, it was htar




Oswald was, I was sure, acutely
aware of what was at stake in his re-
plies to my questions. [ had no reason

Marguerite Oswald's constant
thesis that her son had gone to
the Soviet Union on
clandestine assignment for his
own government.

Sylvia Moagher,
Accessories After the Fact

Is it irrational to suggest that
and Soviet

the American

intelligences cooperated in the
American ‘tallg.;nu

’ ofkﬂlib:tmpulident?
Vincent Salandria,
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Oswald, from page 33

But more important than
the answer is the question it-
-self; it contains within it the
germ of suspicion of quite or-
dinary things; a suspicion
whichbodewhpubﬁclmdep

Oswald had access to informa-
tion about the U-2 and wes re-
cruited by Soviet intelligence
in Japan for that reason. But if
50, his value was as a penetra-
tion agent in Japan.

This does not rule out the
possibility that at some point
some element of Soviet intalli-

gence may have attempted to |

use Oswald before, lium'.-g or
z'ﬁar_h.udefecﬁm. ques-
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