Lear lJeW‘e marrm re Hatt -anith' s JIK The Second Plot 10/12/92

His publl sher, Mainstroun in Ldinbpglih, sent me a copy byg air 10/1. It reached ne
10/9. tmtt phond me 10/10 to ask what I think or' it and I told him the truth, I'd not
had time to reud much of it. A fubber truth would have been to tell him that after reading
Just a little [ started sldianding becaiise the larger {irst half is an uncmditeé rehash
indiscininately selected from other books and the Dallas nutemp without sources indi.ated,
vithout notes of any kind, withoat any bibliogr. uhy, an: with his uninhibited imagination

magnifying to suit hin preconceptions.

le had asked me to write a foreword and I deeclined. at rirst he ga.vq'me the impression
he regarded that as a matter of right. I told him I had nothing to do with theories on the
assassination resented as fact and he protested bis book will be nothing like that. <t is
nothing else and it is that on th. basic off unjustified, invalidy and of'ten silly wonjectures
he actuull:,r_:.)r‘u‘;;{: as fact. e mxmx ussumes that Osvald became CIA in Jopan, was on his ¥
trip and that is how he had $1,000 — the YIA gave it to him. This is adlitionally silly
because that vould not pay the cost of getting him there and situated, with no income
once situatid. el W‘f"‘mf“‘ MM/'VM A%W“’M h

He magnifies wverything when it suits h;!.m. £ske the man who phoned me to talk about
the vswald he lmew and had not been interviewed by anyone, ONI to Koumisiion. M.t adis
falsely that he agonized about not volunteering. le never mentioned anything about that.
4nd he has Alexis Davisin ad onuP‘éi‘k%% E‘xﬁbaaay contacts. He was rather one who
serviced Penkoviky's dead drops.

smith was very big in advance of publication on all the pictures it would have. It
has a great many but none of any r:al value as far as I've persevered, about 2/3 of' the junk,
So many pictures in fact thutkhe publisher uséf&mpgper sultable for pictuees, what is econe-—
times ded on picture inserts.

Z lmov Matt as £ friendly sort who has troubls lictened and rarely stops to once he
starts talking. ﬂ’cz is convinced that he see, understands what others do not. and what he
imagines, usually without a basis for it, becomes in his mind established fact.

I add to this pre-walking comment that he suys hins publisherg has a couple of
american publishers interented and that he is coming to the US for the nuthatch in Dallas.

Dick #ussell ¢talded to tell me his book with be manufactured very shortly and that it
has 0825 pp with Carrol] and Uraf having hired a flew York p.r. firn to promote it. It is
a book on sichard Uzg‘u NHagell.last week by accident - heu%/ Harry Aivingstone promoting High
Treason 2 on a Boston radio tukk show so apparently Carrolle Grat' are still so.ending money
to prop;:ze it.

Iom skimped and read more and it gets worse all the time, withdhit a single thing to
recommen<l it unless that be a study of literary inconmpetence and dishidnesty. ﬁ'e knows nothing



about the :mbjec}fmtter its}?:f , has uimple thing that are well kuown wrong and. twisted,
like 544 Canp St. being « "bl:mk" rather than a building and the Bafayette street door,
4hich went to Banister's office only, a separate mntrince into th: building. Wv‘u coukd
have cribbed that from Gar dison' Bouk.)

Prom the ignorunt and stupid things he suys about th. USuit and “uba L presuse he is
of the dumdwn right political extreme. fie makes up about them what conforms to his impossi-
ble theory centiring around Ped bird airport, vhich I've not yet reacheg. I did skin to
get an idea how much more punishmont awaits ve and I noticed that where he uses part of
my iled Bird airport subﬁect file he says he "found it" in ny files. An}léreditu y files for
nothing else when he uses a bit more, I shudder to think of how!

latt is apparently an insensitive man to have phoned me after stealing so much from
me (which does not bother me at all) and others, a man who believes he is a genius vho
sees and understands what mere mortals do not and canuot, and I remgéber that he has
trouble listening b'i;’ herring when he is told that something is fuetually wrong. If it
fits vhat he :;?\‘nts to say it can't be wrongl

The publisher cud.ld not have read this triwh and published it other than in the
belief that anythins unﬂthu subject would uell.lj

and rost indecent of all, with his luck of notes, sourfes or cfrdits he pretends

that i5 is ull his own original work.

lle even uuc;u copyrished picturd s uithout credit and without pemmission.

And vet from my impression oi hin when he wis herv for several duys and frou many

hone cul.s L believe he is no% avare of hou dishonest he is, that it just did not
occur to him that he is a thief.

He peem to have enough of thut/&d.nil of ego and other aspects oy an exalted self-
concept and unique genius.

I'm down, the right word, to his "The Second Plot" chapter. ...Got to be too wuch so

4 just skimmed_by page turning and when sonething particularly ridiculous or preposterous
caught uy aye_I hipghlighted it. If Britain still publishes penny dreadfuls the st:ndard
-sould have to be hbysmal for this to be acceptablelind he is a college professorg and still
a lectyrer and a,uV consultant. The Joann Overend who took so many of his pictures io his
daughter whose tield is church nusic. She is Overend, hif is OverBoard!le seems to inagine
and report as fact two separate CIA conspiracies, one to kill, by renegades who control

the agency enowsh for thio ciime and the sacond conspiracy, to cover it allupup. lia
dexico Uity scenario is the nost bisawe of all. Oh! how sfick, so ve 'y sick! H /



