8/10/70

Hr, Jolin Madigen
AREM-TV

830 H. Mellurh Zcurt
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Mr, ldadigen,

After taping your show in Jsnuary 1967, 1 was left with the impression
yhu have e distmste for the sudlect of the asssasination of Jobhn Yonnedldy or the
vigor with vhich 1 pursue my beliefs plus the enger of whica I am capeble and
usually displey in t.e face of misrepressntation, Briefly, I fsel the intergity
of govermaent an’ scolsty are invelved, making a fiivelous nttituds toward Tack
snd what 1 usuelly encpunter end that:dey d1d face, & willingness to improvise
1%,both entirely inneyfpriste and s netionel disscarvics.

Prior to tuat Show 1 had offered to uelp Elmer Gertz in hiz defense
of Ruby. This is not becsuse I held Rubyhia hizh ecteem or oonsidersd hin in-
noeent but beesuse I believe the law rmet be Jonored, thet sll defendsnts sre
ecually entitled o 1%s nrotection end becsuss on this aublect we very much
require visble judiecisl daterminetions nf fect, I rd tried to press &n Helvin
Blli the use of yreof Af perjury by s msjor witness sgeinst Ruby. Belll had
no intersat, but you will find iket when eneothsr lawyer pursued thia on apnesl,
it ig besed on the use of the testimany of thie of icer who tad perjursd hime
self that the arpesl wes upheld. You =ey reeall Ruby died before his new trisl,
ked just bean burled when we 4124 tis%i show,

There wes no rosaibility of personsl gsin to ms in doing your show,
I 4id 1t befsuss the invitation was ¢o vonfront Albert Jenner, one of the Come
missinn's senior counssl., :ltucugh I was %o do three hours of lste-nigut radio
in ¥eshington thnt night. This nlone mede s very long =nd amotionelly-exhausting
dsy of 1t. 1 flew through s blizzard to confront Jemnar on your sbow., The trip
bagk was by far the roughest & ued even’' had {with ths btest Chicken Hi¥gw 1'd
cver tosted, teo). The teping wes delsyed. I spent thiz time with Elmer ma his
wife in ynrur enack ber., We discussed the ssocessinstion., It wwas dnvioua be 414
not distinguish betwaen fmct 2nd what he preferred to be feet. T esutisned him
nnt %o do this on cemers, oxnlaininltg thet 1 could not uncontestedly permit so
much misinformstion to te presented bs foct tc so meny pecple. Now it happens that
other Comiselon counsel, #nd Jenner, had accepted TV appesrences and, without
exgertion, csncelled them for one spurious reseon or snnther when they lesrned
they were tn-cenfront me. It mesnt ruch to me %o be oble, finally, to confront
ons -sny oneé. Yhen Jenner felt he Lad to, be told you enfl, whather or not yvou
beliew: 81, you told ynuﬂhudienee he hed szuddenly remembe Chifatmae e rty he
had to sttend! The second wesk of Jenuary!




If you tudnk 1 in eny way misrepresent thias, you cen invite Mr. Jemner
to face me now, Wiuen e certsinly Lass no Christmas party.

Fernsps this stort sccount can telp you understend how & felt when we
t:zped thet show.

But the purpose of tuis letter is not e beloted explsnation. It is to
. 80ek an appearsnce now, for s specisel, non-profit purpose imrortent to me end, I
taink, the people of the country, especially Chicago. Shermen Skolnick hos done
8 thoroughly reprelensible thing thst hss already done muck herm snd threstena
st111 more. 1 want to expose this and him, If I hsd the fare to Chicagp, this
woull be no problem, for there sre shows on whicn I sm welcome. But these shows
fazve no budget for gueets' costs.

I sn sesre, 1j'rrail memery does not deceive me, thet et the time of
the Koerner decision, yod were snong those who, in one way or snothsr, found 1t
possible to defend kim, I suggest netiing wrong in tois, 4o not know snough

about the fuct t- asve en opinion. I em sware that Le has done fine putlie service,
I em also awsre tuist Mussolini bazan political life &s s socialist.

In recent years I hsve completed four bnoksl nsve mot been eble to
get printed. They exist in limited, xerox editions. Toey ere also the toughest
books on tais subject yet. You will fin2 one of them currently of considerable
gignificance, It was, within the past week (in confidence) used as the brsls of
the newest sppeal for Jemes Emrl Rey., It is an over-large book, in psrt becsuse
with the unpublishability of this subject I have had to recsst myself into the
writer who must wmake the record, not meet stendards of commercisl acceptebility,
*lthough I do not deceive myself intn belisving &t will happen, this baok has
sncuzh to werrent a trisl for Rey (he hes never had one) snd to csuse the Aise
barnent of every lawyer {nvolved t» the tims he copped 8 plea, Aside from a
lengthy arpendix of once-surpressed evidence, cut to 100 pesges, this book has
mors then s tnird of 5 millisn worde of text. it ic celled COUP D'ETAT,. slthough
coryrigited, toe title bas been teken by others once end is sbout to be borrowed
egain, It includes two “aicsgo stories, one of waich was, in pert, well kmowm.
The other wes entirely unknown.

Whether 1t was the dey % teped your show or tae next time I was in
youxr building, to d~ s show with Jerry Villiame, 1 do not now reesll. But onw
one of t.e occasions your receptionist hended me e letter from someons still
unknown to meg with e tip on the srrest of Thomss Vellee. Since then, with some
dtfficulty, * hsve pursued s successful inventigation, bringing sut of thst
litersry quicksand in the Netioral Archives whet tie Commission end the MBI seught
to hide. i youfg former reporter, then living in Chicago, followed up for me some
of the meterial 1 developed. In order to mske it possible for kim to domthis for
me, 1 hed to provide him with coples of the withheld evidence. He is & friend
of a faculty colleague sf Skolnick, In fact, at that time he worked in the building
housing Columble College. When Skolnick, not yet bhaving reed the Warren Reporf,
not even knovming the litersture in toe field, decidsd this wes en srees in wuich
e might get himeelf more publicity, tihdle man introduced my Lelper and Skolnick,
on Febtruery 7 of tals year. After the appeerence of tue Coicsgo ournalism Review
for dsrch, with its forscast of indictments egainst “hicago police in the Bleck
Peanther metter -~ and with Sgt. Dsniel Groth tue key mey in the Vallee coverup-
Skolnick found tie fierce plessure too bhasty to stay. %e got my msterisl from
this young men by subterfuge and misrepresentstion. First, with utter irrespon-
sibility, be eired it on WRSV {heving first, witaout success, mede & play for
your station)., Then hem persusded VCFL to essociste teemselvee with nim. For
seversX weeks he hed & reporteplnamed Fehn with him. Snowing rothing zbout the




subject end overwhelmed with my stolen documants, Paln and the astation were
jmpressed, But to this dey, incredible ss it mey seem, no single “bicego
reporter hes checked Skolnick out or, if ene has, no pert of the medie hes
preeented tihe truth. The result of tu: ECFL collaborstio:n was & spurious
snad defsmotory "suit"., It is utterly snd completely without originslity, seve
when it presentz invention se fact, hes no legel etsnding, end is legelly
incompetent beyond my capecity to describe %o you in resningful terms. It
1e this suit, which 1= bound to be thrown out cf court, thut presenily holds
grest denger %o tie cause of truth. When e cess sllegedly sgainsi the goverhment,
in whict suppression 1s felsely elleged, is tirown out of court, tiere will bae
netions) hecdlines procleiming tie verity cf the Werren Report end herelding
Lst there 1s no suppression of evidence in the President's murder.

There is, of course., Rether tuen face tue sults {bey know I em
preparing te file-snd preparation, unlike Skolnick's contrivance, iz & time~
consuming, reinstsking tesk - I em forcing the delivery of some. In confidsnce,
not &t sll for present eiring { for I do not meekx sensation snd I bLelieve w.en
such date is presented, 1t ehould be es complete ee possible end in prropr
condext), I ew pr psred to show ysu whey reculres nomexperiise to recopgnize
es the totel destruction of the officisl fiction sbout the esssseinstion,
smong the mest shoeking officisl doauments iz cur bistery. ‘gsin in confi-
dence, T tell you *hat, sfter holding tack, lying en? deceiving to the moment
~f ultiméte truth, court mypesrence in ¢ suit I filed, toc government has
just peomised to deliver whet you would not believe it would dsre suppress, the
official records of s ypublic triell xltnough > had toe officiel treof tuey hed
2on Flsceted This recnrd, the Justice Departmant insisted tuney did nét asw 1t
Sp, thers is surpression snd, witn cere on. tue investmert of conelderstle time,
I am doing sometiing sdout it, in s respeasidble way.

Wnat Skolnick clefms the ~rchives "relessed” tliey 31d not. They neke
no releeses. Toe Valles files were never witlbeld/ They were merely aldden. I got
them. Thet he cleime taey ere still suprreseing, from the Secret Service, tuey
do not Leve snd never aid heve, I could gc on indefinitely, but I give you e
simple, comprehensible test you cen make for yourself, This fiction celled o
suit, the sole purpoee of which is to publicize Skeclnick at whetever cost,
alleges the records of tus purchase of the slleged asssssingtion weepon coul? hét
be found in Chicego. ind he telkse of a yaterious lste-~night telephone call %o
Klein's, woich scld the weepon {end lifted frem niy second book, where the
Sec-et Service rencrt sppearsg in Pocsimile). The truth i- thie record of purchase
ies centrel tc the Farren Report, wse found befere the next dey dawned, in tlhe
middle of 8 role of microfilm, end is prirted in facsimile in tie Verren Report
1teelf (prre 120). The chspter titled "The sgsessin" begins with it! You can
reed nim "sult", look st the ¥arren Heport or, whst msy be easier, phons Seymour
%eldmen, at Klein's,

in siort, seve for invention, there is nc reel fect in Skolnick's
suit that he c¢idn't steel from me. He waa yot content to steal, be v d to
embroider. I 4o not sey "steel” es e figure of speech, e never ssked the
srehives for enything-ever., Yet he cnarges they supprees? Low could ne lmow,
¥itiout seking? ne did not even do wast would be no lese dishonest, esk for his
own coples of whet & hed turned up. He unsed my coples, wnich heve 8dded snd
reedily~identifisble markings edded for specisl purposes. I tulnk the airing of
the originrsls, with these added markingz, and taeir faituful reproduction by
Skolnick, the only thing feithful in ell h- hes done, would be drametic.

Here 1s tae men wlho clsims the honoreble purpose of cleensing the
courts, of upboldin - the law, Yat he prostitutes both for persousl purposes.




He goes so fer 8s to ask tust the Frecdom ol Informstion Lew be declared
unconstitutional, and the press ie silent. The law prescribes, properly,
certsin steps taet must be taken before it csn be invoked. If 1t di4 not,
self-ssekers like Skolnick would fArvive tie government crazy. Beginning o th
even s simple reguest for tne msterisl, he nes not taken s single one of these
steps. Yet this ia the "lmgel resesrcher”, the men you stetion snd every other
one deseribed as sn inwvestigetor into the feat of the sessseinstion. I suggost
the abuse of both lsvw and courts ty s mer cleiming the opposite, clsiminc
c4shonesty snd evil purpose in others, is more reprehensitle then whet ba

hea nlleged egoinst otbers.

Te nnt lose sight ~f the fect thet in 211 this he hee Zeflamed those
wio ceunot respond, Le has charged “hicego Secret Service sgents as being part
of the resassination conspirecy,

41though my second took attributes 8 coverup to the Secret Service
in 1ts title, and proved it, I hevs defended the agente szeinet such cherges
befsre, notobly wien Manchester's book eypesred. Sol Skolnick casts ms in the
role of defender of btoth toe Aecret Aervice and tiae Netionel trchlves, wiile
I am slso thair severest legitimate critie. ¥hie, I hope you con ses, slso
snows thet those of ua doing serious research end writing seek the truth, not
censotionslism. But 1t 1c e switch. I hove » file inches talck of sults Iem
nrepsring sgeinst the Archives, Tue low gives then the capsbility of stalling,
end they use snd ebuse it, My letest eppeel, wiaich the low requires be responded
to promptly; hes hed no recyponse in severel months, But for e suit to suoceed,
for 1t not t~ ba tosmed out, ne Skolnick's will te on nu-erous grounds, all
these gdninistrative remediss ~ust be =ought,

Since the ext:msive publict n Skolnick's careeyr of personcl
mblicity, I zave soucht mesns of getiing to Chicagoxfor twn purposes: to file
& counter-sult end to expome him, iside from the interest closest %o e, I would
hepr thers remsin media people interssted enough £n bonest courts snd bonest
com-itteas®s on clesnsing toem to tell the veople. of vhicago Sboty Ya done in
thie neme. I Dewe found tnet erperently I cen file such & suit Q& mail, wm + uLave.
I beve sent Skolnick e copy, 1 Leve sent the U.S.Msrenel & copy @to serve. 1
hsve notified AP, which geve him so big a astory, end there bes ann 8 eilence
thet to me is shemeful. Ihis suit seeks sn injunction sgainst eny other impro=-
per use nf the neteriel and the diemiaesl with prejudice of hic friwolity.
Especielly becesuse there ums been no coverege, Lowever, do * believe it is iuport-
snt to expose Skolnick, to disessociate nia contrivence from any leglitimate
eriticism of the governmment's conduct in 1nveati’éating the usse’ssinetion end,
eheve 811, from legitimste cherges of resl suppressiocn. K -

Tius I ssk you s ckance to air the documentery proof of the foregoling,
se Skolniek has hed suech en unimpeded chsnce to &o. Therezfter I would weleome
e chence to confrent him, I predict you will find tost if I db get = chsnce %o
gir this, he will heve no stémsch for confrontetion. ‘

If vou tuink there is tne poasibility of personsl S&;n in tiie for
me, try and buy ome of my bocks in Uhicego. ‘

I apologlize for tuis lengthy intrusion into your tusy dey. I regerd it
s important enough, .owever, to nsve epent an eerly Sundey morning writing it. I
do hope you will £ind it poszible to enstle me to do thig. If you do, witheout
some cur nipping et my heels, you will get e carefully~underststed prescntetion
of evidence tust csn te aimitted in court, enf overunslming cese, complete with
covering letters ~even tiae one Skolmick 1: flsshing from waoieh I aliminnted the
neme of the sddressee, Sincerely, Harcld Welsberg




