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TUESDM, APRIT, 14, 1970

KiVIN: This will be an interview with ¥r. Sherman
Skolnick of Chicugn, a Court Critic and Legal Researcher.
Mr. Skolnick, exactly cne week aco the suit you
filed in Federal Court in Chicago raolly took the nation by

-

storm and I wonder 1f vou could tell us where you are one
week latex?

SKOLNICK: WwWall, it seems that the suit did one thing for
those that have researched very long in this field. It hal
revived a lot of what they call the Kennedy Buff. Sort of
put the oxygen to them hecavse thev've long contendad that

thara was a censpiracy and we went into fresh cround and,

through docuasnts, showed there was. indezd a conapiracy in

pes

4
Chicago threc wesks before Dallas to k£ll the Precident.
KZVIN: Those of uz, Mr. Skolnick, that have tried to

keop track of all the events and details ever since the

assassination can recall that there allegadly were three plots

onz of which started in Plorida, and then the site of the
acsassination was allegedly changed to Chicago, and from
thera to Dallas where, of course, it was successful. 1Is that
the general gecearaphv that vou follew?

SKOTMICK: Well, not quite. It co@ns, from our sﬁand«
point, thnt everyvthing started in Ch Casn, And, of course,

welre cleoser to it in that we lere are vorkins on all the

Kennady angles frem Chicace. By we, I'm talking about myself
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a3 a part-tirea instructor at a college here and my students
and pcople that we associate with.

KEVI&: Now, your research, Nr, Skolnick,ohas indicated
that there were how miany assassing?

SKOLNICK: Tour, possibly five, There was a person known
as Lee harvey Oswald; there was a bradley, alias XBraden; there
was a man nawed Genzalezp and a person that could be mistaken
for Oswald bv the namzs of Thomas Arthur Vallee who drove a
car with New York plates linked or registered to the name of
Lee Harvay Oswvald,

KEVIN: As you know, he;e in the Los Angeles area, a man
who was soucght by District Attorney Jim Garrison was named
Edgar Eucene Bradley. MNow, you gave the Rrodley nane with an
alias of nraden, Could it be Bradlevy or is this an area of
confusion?

SROLMICX: Well, it's one or the other of thess people
who not only have similar names but, shall we say, have sone
similarity in appearance too.

KEVIW: I gather that in your research, Mr., Skolnick,
you have seen the pictures that Jim Garrison first showed
and I understand were availlable also prior to that., The
picturcs of people who appear to be handcuffed and led off by
officers in and around the Dallas Texas Schoolbook Depository
Building within 15 minutes or so of the assassination itself.
Now, do anv of the men depicted in those pictures purport to

be some of the people that you have named?
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SHOLNICK: Well, I'd rather not answer that. That goes
beyond the scope of what we filed in court and that is sonme=-
thing I'd rather not comment on.

KEVIN: What has happened to you ever since you filed
the brief one weck ago? Has your life gone topsy-turvy or
wnat?

SKOLNICK: Vie have received calls from all over. And
wa've gotten a great deal of correspondence. t seems that
every Rennedy Buff in the country wanted to search us out and
tell us about their private thecory which now has new life in

it, supposedly. Or, a lot of them express sheck in talking -~

Q

allirng ma -~ that thev had cormnletely overlooked any Chicago

fsd]

ngle., HMany of them have been laborine very hard over weli-
trod greund. In other words, they keeo going over and over
tha Yarren Report as compared to the 26 Volumes of Ivi-dance
aud they keep trying to knit-pick that to death over the last
sevan yoars.,

XEVIN: Those of us that have been following the Garrison
investigation riqght up to the time that Clay Shaw went into
court had some infoerence that Chicaco was involved in some
way, shape, or form with the assassination itself, Now, you
sald a fow minutes ago that, as far as you were concerned,
the plot began in Chicago. Is that correct?

SHOLHICX: I would say that's pretty close to it. We've
got one docurant we put in the court record which is -- will

raise a few eyebrows. It shows a collect phone call from the
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allas 3ail, made by Lee Harvey Oswald (or the person coing

under that name), the day after the assassination, lMovember 23ry

tle made the call to a John David Hurt who has a background of

being a speclial agent for the U.S. HMilitary Counter Intelligenca

The reason 1it's interesting is because Oswald's mother for
seven years has been maxing statements like that and very few
in the news medla or in the country have pald much attention
to her,

KEVIN: So, you are sayina essentially then =~ let's see
if we can recap part of what the suit really is all about --
that there were anvwhere from say three to five azszassins or
potential essassins, |

SKOLMICK: 1In other words, we're saying that the Warren
Revort is void bHecause there are documents in the irxehives,

oma of which are being arbitrarily releasod in their own

G

e
[o1)

nod time, which show that there was a plot in Chicago to
ki1l ¥ernedy three weeks before Dallas. We're asking that
the rest of the Chicago plot docunents be released, They
rcleased some of them, MNow we want the rest of them,

KEVIM: As I recall, President Kennedy was to attend
the -1 believe it was the Armv-llavy football game -~-—

SIEOLHIICK: Adir Force fooﬁball game, right,

FEVIN: == Air Force football game. Didn't ~- wasn't
that trip put off allegedly due to a conld gy the gresident?
SKOLNICK: VYes, that's truve, However, there are some of

the nows wedla that imnediately suspected that thet was a

b A



(”’\

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

covar story and that there was something more to it,

KEVIN: I do believe that that was actually a statement
to that effoct vas made sometire later on that they had lied
and told a tinvy lle or a white lie as they called it,

SKOLNICK: ¢lell, the point is this. The plot in Chicago
was, in part, alorted by the activities of a Danilel Groth who,
shall we say, is known as a policenan, He is the one that hzad
scnathing to do with the Black Panther raid last December 4th
rosulting in the death of Fred Hampton and Mark Clark. And
that's a disturbing link there to find his name linked into
this, and we entered a document into the court record that
shows the link,

KEVIN: Vould that link then allege that Daniel Groth
wight have been in, or a part of, this ﬁeam?

SKOLXNICK: Let's put it this way., His activities abortad
tha plot to the beneflt of the assassins.

KEVINt Do you know where My, CGroth is now?

SKOLIWICK: Oh, he's with the Chicago Yolice Department,
allecedly.

KEVIN: Rave you atteapted to get ahold of him?

SHCLNICK: TJle's been interviewed by various people in
Chicngo who have published stories recently about him. He
¢lains that he doesn't know, for example, hov in this one
rolics rovort, right under Thomas Arthur Véllee‘s_name, in
the alias column, is simply M-1 rifle which we contend is

voscibly a passwvord, and Groth zayvs he doesn't remember how

g

¢
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that got in there. Further than that, he -- we contend in our
Corplaint that he used to hang around the Secret Scrvice office
You know, like he owned the place. 2and he says he doesn't
even krow wiere the Secret Service office is in Chicago.
KEVIw: Mr, Skolnick, at the tise that Clay Shaw was
cleared of the charges Jim Garrisen had made against him in
Kew Crleans, CGarrison apparently was hot and heavy on the trail
of something in and around Chicago. So, I would ask you, did
you have any kind of knowledge of what you're currently doing
provided to you by Mr, Garrison or anybody from his office?
SKXOLNICK: No.

KEVINt So this is strictly an inderendent effort?

SKOLNICK: Yes. We went over what we thought ip complotell

fresh ground. We didn't want to get hung up with the other
Warren Rceoort critics who have spent a great deal of time and
lzboxr knit-picking the Rkeport to death and not -- you know,
they just got into a deed end.‘ Anéd we tried to stay cut of
that dead end.

KEVIN: Would you sav, in licht of what you have filed in
court and in light of what you have found out so far, that
D.A. Jim CGarrison was on the richt trail or not?

SKOLNICK: Vell, I could cormment about some of the things
I've discoverad about his work vhich I feel were very -- his
work was very inadoguate, 2And it may welllbe that his work
was inadnquate because of a lot of his witnesses suddenly, you

know, fell off a cliff and died under mysterious circumstances.
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It may be that wvas the provlen, In any case, we are centereé
on the Chicago anqgle, the black Secret Service agent that was
falsly isiprisonaed to keen him fron talking to the Warren
Comnigsion lives in this area, Klein's Sportinc Goods that's
mentloned in the Warren Report ic riaght here in Chicago,
scveral of Ruby's relatives are here. So you can see that I
and the class that I teach ~- we have a lot cut out for us
right here.

KEVIN: I want to get back to the black Secreot Service
agent in a moment, but let me throw this question at you first.
Loes your investigetion in Chicaco show that there was any
linkaqe =~ linkege if vou will =- with those in Chicago and

)

Jack Ruby and/or anyone in and arcund the Mew Orleans Ares?

SKOLNICK: Viell, that's a series ~- that reguires a
series of answers that I weuld prefer not to go irnto now.
i'd ratner not tip my hand on that.

KEVIN: In other words, we wouldn't be out of the ball-
parik though if ceople vere to assume that?

SKOLWICX: No. I mean that's -- it's a fair assumrption.

FEVIN: Are you coing to take action in any other state
other thon Chicago?

SROLNICK: 1In respect to.the Warren Report?

ERVIN:  Well, I'm thinking in resrect to anything., Tor

cxanple, out of Chicado that micht be in the jurisdiction of

anothor state like Texas or Louisiana.

SKOLMNICK: I can't foresee that: at this point becausz we

s 0 A R
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are claiming that it was a Chicago plot, we ars attaching
thres cocunents recently declassified from the Nationszl
Arcnives, we're attaching other documents that are surposedly
what iz locked un in the Arciives, In effect what we have
done, we have nore or less rolled up to the front cdoor of the
rrcihilves by way of the Federal Court, of course, and sald,
"Now look Archivas we kncw what you've got locked up there.

In fact, here's a samplé of what you've got locked up.  Here's
a sanple of what you have released recently, and this all
indicates a cood icdea of what else you've got locked up there,
Now, under the Public Information Law, tlecase give us the rest
of what you've got. That's about the gist of it.

KxV1il: Was Clay Shaw involved in any of the digging that
you'v: dene so far?

SKOLLICKR: Hot in the Chicago anglez that we koow.

KDVIN:G Be cculd have basen involvad though in -~ in other
ways?

SKOLNICK: Well, the point is, wvhen the plot iﬁ Chicaqo
was aborted thev gimply -- they moved it from here to ﬁallas
and there they plaved their scene all over again,

KEVIN: Was David 9, Ferrie involved in any way in waat
hapnened in Dallas

YOLHWICK: Yell, there's one angle in Chicaco that he ==~
could be thought of that he was involved. 'In Chicago, now,
vve're =- our thing is Chicago based. In other words, we're

vorking 21l the Chiecaco angles.
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KEVIN: Well, at the time that Mr, Ferrie wasg still alive

o
[¢]

cleired that Carrison haé hirn nabbed as the "getaway pilot"

o

wnd he apparently was suppesed to be in and around the Dallas
area, apparently through kousteon in order to ferrv out an
assassin or assassins by plane. Does this theoretically still
seem to hold in tne investigaticn you have done so far?

SKOLWICK: #ell, as I say, there's a Chicago angle to
that situation,

REVIN: Do vou £ind any other links to any persons whose
names have not surfaced in the investigations of the past
half dozen vears?

SXOLNICK: 'ell, this one person, Thomas Arthur Valleza,
was not even in the index to the Archives until rmavbe a year
ago. And taen a few months ago, for the first time, these
documents camo out showing his nare and mentioning a Vallee
anrd Oswald in the same document. 2And then we were told that
the release of those three documents from the Archives was the
rost monunental blunder in the historv of the couﬁtry. Some~
body really aoofed.

KiVIN: This also gives me cause to ask you a question
ahout this, Mr, Skolnick. Jim Carrison ﬁaintained, and I
think a lot of the critics maintain, that by this time, were
there any kind of a plet that really existed to kill the
President, that whataver is in the Archives would certainly
have been subverted to a point where it wouldn't gé recog-

nizable any more and certainly of no -- you know, general

fwsﬂvwﬂmrwxmﬁmwwwwmwvmﬂWEﬁmd
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public interest, Do you think then that this was just that --

andé oversight ~-= as you mentioned?

SXO

[

NICK: Vell, the point is that only knowledgeable
pzople would see the relationship to those thres Cdocuments

and the Chicaco plot. There are few, if any, arong what they
call the FKennady 3uffs that thought there was ever a plot in
Chicago. They all were working, you know, Dealy Plaza in
Dalles, New Orleans, Florida. In other words, they were work-
ing other angles and they really reached a dead end. And since
we live in Chicaqgo, it was rather natural for us to work the
Chicago angles and apparently we've done so with sone small
anount of success.

KCVIN: Can we assume then that the Chicago plottere then
moved on to Dallas vhen President Kennedy didn't attend that
football care and carried out their deed in Dallas ox was it
5 different tear or an addendum team, if you will?

SKOILNICK: Well, one or both. But the point is, it was
similar in that one of them, like this fellow Vallee, was the
patsy or the pigeon. He was going to draw off the heat so
that the case, if needasd to be aborted, they could -- the
others could go free and then he, on one device or another,
would also go frce. 2And, of éourse, in the case of Vallee,
he did. ke went free on a five collar traffic ticket.

KEVIH: And Vallee was the look-alike'you say to Oswald?

SAOLMICK: True,

KEVIN: Now, are these men that you've named now, Conzalel
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ixadley, and Thomas Vallee, are they alive and well and stil%
beinyg sougat by you? Do you know wiere they are?

SKOLNMICK: wWell, the point is that that is the name they
ac under. ©Osvald ~- there's gome six Cswalds in wy opinion,
Were. And somecne ¢id a very fantastically good plastic
surgerxy jotb, by the way.

EKeVIii: In otuner words, this would follow then the Popkin
theoxy Erom San CLiego. Is that correct? About the multipli-
city of Oswalds.

SAOLNICK: I've read his book but the point is, all those
theories are based on knit-picking the WHarren Repert rather
than going over new ground, and I did not want to get into
that -- what I call a quagmire, hecause it is Quite a quagnmire,
You get beaoged devn in those 26 volumes of wvaricus, ycu know,
different ideas and you scratimes don't ccre out., There are
sone of the varren Report critics, after seven years, are
still bogced dowﬁ there,

KEVIN: W%ell, it's been a week now since you've filed
your suit. Obviously, the government has not respondéd or,
at least, any further legal steps haven't come akout yet. 1Is
that correct?

SKOLNICK: Well, only partly so hecause they tried during
the week to send back to prison the black Secret Scervice agent
that we sald was falsly imprisoned to set him up about this.
Abraham Dolden. There vas a great hullabaloo aboiﬁ that

Tuzsday and thankfully he's not in jail. I mean, they wantad

1
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+0 reveoke his probation for supposedly havince talked to me.

I mean, that's their presurption.

KEVIN: Vell, Abraham Bolden, Lf I recall correctly, had
claimad to Atternev Mark Lane that he had proof positive that
at least one Secret Service Man was actually irnvolved in what
was going on with rega-ds to the death of Presidert Kennedy;
correct?

SKOLENICK: Vhen weAkncw the circumstances of what happened
to that other Secrot Service agent, and what happened to Bolden
himself was that he was sent to prison on the charge of seeking
to sc2ll certain Secret Service records to a counterfeiter and
that counterfeiter was the onlv major vitness against Bolden.
Anc after Bolden was convicted and sentzncad, that counter-
faitor, in anothar case, confessed perjdry. And the nost
monsterous injustice took place. The Federal Judas involved
here sajd that confersion of perjury was not relevant. I find
that just herendouz but thore it is.

KEVIN: %Well, is M4r. Boléden in hiding now in Cﬁicago?

SKOLNICK: t'ell, his -- Bolden's address and all fhat are
unlisted, that's trua, but he's lived in the same place a long
tine.

KEVIN: You know, with the information that he apparently
possesses, I wonder why the Federal authorities would have
raleased nin at all,

SKOLNICK: 'Well, that's a good question. He served

35 wonths. They let hin out on a probation period which he
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has about two and 2 half years to go yet, and they tried to

revoke that -- at least it seemed like they tried to last

.. 1.
WaeSK,.

{(Telephone disconnected.)

EVIN: dello., Helle. Feep it roliing while I get

the cierator baci.

(Kevin dialing.)
OPLRATOR: Operator,

FREVIN: Yes, I was on LD to Chizago and disconnected,

Orerator,

OPERATOR: I'm terribly sorry. %hat number were you

connected with?

LREVING  (312) 375—57@1.

OPEFATON: 2And was that station to station?
KEVIN: <“hat was on a parson to person call,
OPERATOR: To wher, please? |

KEVIN: [Mr. Skclnick, S-k-o~l-n-i-c-k. Calling number

is 462-3744.

OPERATOR: Okay. 2And that was billed to the nurberx

you're calling frow?

#EVIN: Correct, ycs.

CPERATOR: All right. Thank you, I'1ll see if I can

get him back for you. .

KEVIN: Thark you. -
OPERATCR: There will be an adjustment made.

KLVIN: Thank you,.

ey
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(Phione ringing.)

SHOLXICK: Hello =—--

OPERATOR: Mr. Skolnick?

SKOLNICK: =-- we got cut off somehow.

KZVIN: VYeah, we got cut off somehow.

OPEVATOR: Gkay. Co ahead.

KEVIN: Thank you.

Okay, I'm sorry. Listen, let me just pick up
again so we can tie this interview together and wrap it
up, okay?

SKOLNICK: All right.

KEVIN: ‘tanv of us, Mr, Skolnick, have wondered why
the govornment releacged Hf. Solden in the first place,
would he have had this information that he purnorts to hava.

SKOLNICXH: lell, as we gstate in the Complaint, he has
the inforration in 2 S5%-mage handuwritten statement locked
avay in case something heppens to him,

KEVIN: -And you are arrrised of what is in that
statement I truct?

SKOLNICK: ¥ell, I wouléd answer that indirectly by
stating that I'm avare of the fact that he who steals State
secrets can b2 sent 10 years to priscn. So, I've got to
he caraful on answaring such a gquestion,

KEVIN: Uell, now that you are on this ---what T trust
will prove to »2 a new phase of the investigation which nay

open up many areas of the Archivez which heretofore have

ey,

T
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net been opencd up ~- I trust you're goins_to keep on this
thing ard, historically, from other investigations you've
done in and arcund Chicago, you're not the kind of guy that

/

gives up.

A

SYOLNICK: That's true. There is a news magazine that
has just gone to »rees with a quote from somebody in the
Archives claliing that they don't have any conspiracies
locked up. Supposedly, the §eople that run the Archives
are not supposed to know vhat's locked up in there. So, I
don't krow, wender of wonders, there's all kinds of infor-
natlon that's jwapina looze as a result of our suit.

FLVII: FEave you hecrd anything from anybhody at all
conpected with -- for example, Sanetor Ted Fennedy or aay
of tho late frienc

SROLMICK: Well, I can answer that bv saying we've had
a great nuxber of corrunications from interested parties,
and I'c rather not identi€y vho 2ll thev are.

¥RVIN: Well, of those that -- vou know -- night have
heen close 4o the forrmer President, Robert Kennedy or to
Ted Kennedy, would vou say that the interest is cne of,
"why don't you leave it alqne“ cr "what more have you got"?

SKEOLUICK: %Yell, I had tho feeling that the Kennedys
knew cverything, »Mnd, that hecause they might have thought
that there was a possibility of government coxplicilty in

that thiere was cne Scceret Service
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thie thing -- that
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eved to have plarned the assassination and
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scrichow or annthaer another Secrek Service agent that knew a
little bit about this was instead sent to jail on a false
rap -- I think that particuler fanily, from what all that I
can understand, takes the pésition that nothing in cur tiwe
could ke done abnut it 2nd it waz just as well they have it
locked vp for 75 years cn a sert of a ratriotic hangup. I
know a week before we filed our Complaint, some person that
heard about our work thzat hod also been ascistinog us, tried
to give us the patriotic hangup, veou know, "don't -- don't

sha

)

h up the country.” But I think it's important to this
country +that the information -~ ths truth of this come
out -- wherevor the chips may fall. 2nd as it seems there

3

was a consplracy and therefora the Warren Peport is void

reventlilated in the nuhlic the better for the country. 1
think the pecople of this countrv zre smart enouch to digest
that without g¢ettine all choled un,
¥OVIN: Thank you vary much Sherman Skolnick,
SFOLNICR: Thanli you.

O
KEVIM: Sherman, hold on; hold on just a second.




