JHdge John Sirica and FUI4 - 8/18/92

This; morning's Wash. Post has an extradrdinerily long obit on the Judge who died
vesterday dt 88. It begins on uage 1 and had a lengthy carryover. Haturally enough it .
deals extensively vith what he did as the Vatergate judge.% ’merwd JM};Q }ﬂa;ﬂ-k{ /thm

I was before hin only once in FPOIA litigation and in that case he was a very bad judge
as a partial result of which Congress amended FOI&4 in 1974 %o correct his error, his gross
misreading of the act and the legislative intent and his actin_-g as an adjunct of gnvern-
ment, particularly the FBI,

First Sirica permitted the US attorney, ‘erdig, to get a reversal of the anjearances
of plaintiff and defendantf. Then he vithout uestion accepted an impossible representatisdn
of the actualities and *he legal siiuation fron Werdig., and then he acepted an inconpet-
:ﬁi %iriavi%m an FBI ggentz who stated #nd8'r oath what on its face is impossible.

He alleged that the 37 would virtually crunble in ryins Miw systen of informers
would be wiped out if the judge made the F3I give me the unclassified rt?;ults of the FEI's
non-secret scientific testing in the JFK case,

While I won on appeal the governmen rquuested and got an en banc review where L not

only lost overwhelmingly bit é.s reactionary a Republican appeals court judge John Danaker,
who had been a .epublicin hack from Connecticut as a Senitor, stated in his minority
op'@.nion as a IﬁEber of the three-man panel, that I should be forefended from making an
independent inquiry. His opinion concludes with the % of "rest in peace" in capital
letters.

Jin Lesar carried my apneal from the en banc decision to the Supreme Court. It did
not grant cert. I do not know who called this cose and Sirica's decision in it to the
attention oi' the Senate, verhaps to Teddy Kennedy, but the lNader people secmed to be fol-
lowing ny cases closely and on at least one other gecasion did use them Before the Senate
and they may have done it. Ford was President when amendments to FUIa were under considera-
tion. The investigato:a files exenption vwas amended to make I'9I, CIla and similar files
accessibie under FOIA, as they had been by law and until ﬁ'\.rica ren-xj:'qe them. I+ v?rsuu
feddy Kennedy who suw to it thet the legislative history of this amending thassrol-
m&m%@to the original Congressional :.ntent}d’f uw-gfﬂ ened

S’o, of course I'n glad that Sirica was a4 bad judge. The resulis of this were good
as he did not anticipate.

Un th;a; %%fe tive date of the amendment Yin was first at federal distirct court to
refile that caxse.jjiﬁ was assigne:l to a Democrat, vYohn Pratt. .ratt was predisposed to
favor the FBIL and dislike incuiry into the .'J'F'.'éf assassination. ‘% permitted the obérn-
ment to stonewgll and when we presented proof of I¥BI perjury beror: hinm in that case

2 quite litarally thretened 5}.1:1 and nme. He said not a word about or too the IFBI agent
who did file verjurious afiidavits.

.



