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Trial to Determine
Sirhan’s Sentence

To Begm Monday

United Press International

ATTORNEY COOPER
. .. silent on Sirhan strategy

By George Lardser, Jr.
‘Washington Post Staff Writer
"LOS ANGELES, April 18—
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan goes on
trial again Monday with his
life hanging in the balance
and his lawyers keeping their
strategy to themselves.
Convicted of first-degree
murder Thursday for killing
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, Sir-
han is now entitled under Cal-
ifornia law to a fresh trial be.
fore the same jurors before
any penalty is fixed.
They have only two choices:
life imprisonment or death in
the gas chamber.

Could Impanel New Jury
Should they beomce dead-
locked, Superior Court Judge

Herbert V. Walker could impa-
nela new jury or he could

take charge himself and give |,

the fraillooking immigrant a
life term. He could not sent-
ence Sirhan to death.

The penalty trial is expected

to go to the jury by Tuesday|.

at the latest.

Chief Defense Counsel
Grant B. Cooper has so far re-
fused to disclose the witnesses
he plans to call for fear, he
said, of tipping his hand to the
prosecuﬁon. .

The State’s own chief psy-
chiatrist, Dr. Seymour Pollack,
had offered to testify for the
defense agamst a death pen-
alty.

Cooper, however, has indi- ‘

cated that he intends simply

to cite Dr. Pollack’s statement |.
since the psychiatrist has al-|’

ready said as much from the
witness box.

State’s Argument

- The, State will call no wit-
nesses. Prosecutor John How-
ard said he expects to present
only a 20-minute argument
and then rest.

Should the verdict be death,
Judge Walker could reduce it
to life. The Judge has, how-

—

ever, done this only ‘once be-
fore out of some 20 opportuni-

ties.

Should the verdict be life,
Sirhan would be sent, proba-
bly within several weeks, to
Vacaville, the State's maxi-
mum security prison and men-
tal hospital near Sacramento.

Technically, he would be eli-
gible for parole in seven

years. Prison officials say hel:
would probably be kept be-|.

hind bars far longgr,
Average Prison Term
The first-degree lifers re-

“‘leased from California prisons

in 1968 served an average of
12.1 years. But, state prison
spokesmen add, there are also
another 50 inmates who have
all heen confined for 20 yars
or more. One has been behind
bars for 51 years.

[In Israeli-occupied Jordan,
Sirhan’s father was quoted
today by United Press Interna-
tional as saying, “I expected
more from American democ-
racy than this...Because the
United States took this step
against Sirhan, that means
America will lose its standing
before the Arabs and the
'world . . . All of the Arab
‘countries are with Sirhan,
they will kill more American
tleaders because America does
Y$his to this peaceful, good edu-
ﬁa.ted boy.”]




Bl-Biri ~gein:

03S 8 s.m. radio news guoted father =s ssying the decision was sncther indiement

of "imaricen democrscy” (a2s thouszh good democrastic vractise reauired the acouittal
o® a rurdered - o politicel essssssin) with the ad<ed threat tast if the son wes
slectrocuted, thers wnuld be vengesance on "tmericen politicisns”. Here the threat
was aidpessed not st enyx sirgle voliticisn tut agsi ~st politicians genersl ly. fhe
effect nf thz raliticial assasinations hes besn to make voliticimns afraid, to

ipti 'idste thnse who might crnsider runciane far rtublic ofice, The father's

threzt is consistant wish toe purroses served by these assassineticns, bty that
comritted bty his son, bu sssassinstions generslly.



