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Watson's ‘Robot” State
Told at Murder Trial

Person Can Be Programmed ta Kilt by -

.,_wncm.ﬁ _-o_.m.:,mm@_r Psychiatrist mm«m_
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. Times Statf Wriler -

ewunmﬁnww in the
Charles (Tex) Watsore .
murder trial Wednesday
_ again centered around the
defense  premise that a
berson can be pro-:
grammed- by reléntless
mental persuasionr and
. heavy ingestionr of psy-

chedelic drugs to eommit -

homicides in a robotlike
manner. = .

Dr. Vernon Bobr, a court,
appointed psyehiatrist,
testified that Watson at
the time he participated in
the seven Tate-Lz Bianca
murders was "functioning
in a dreamlike state."

He said that Watson's |
capacity for "rationat, logi-
cal thought was minimat
aud he could not perform
at any intellectuat level,
unable to form intent or
harbor malice and his ahil-
ity to premeditate mvrder
was extensively .impaired
due to his psychotic state,"

Should the jwrv YT SH-

_perior Judge Adoiph Alex-

ander's court determine

that Watson's miental ca--
- pacity for deliberation and

premeditationr ‘te murder

was sufficiently dimin-

ished it eould return a ver-
dict of second-degree mur-
der or manslaughter,

The psychiatrist said he -

formed his opinion after
five hours of interviewing

Watson in twa sessions

last May. ,

He said his examination
led - himr to believe that
Watson suffered residual
brain dameage and schizo-
phrenia "manifested by
rambling, loose thinking
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.- Manson, he said, under

and a moderately
depression.” .
Bohr, who said lie had
exanmtined about 1,500 drug

. abuse cases at the Ingle-
side Mental Health Center
at Rosemead, testified that
such patients often talk
psychotically about

severe

"guides” . or "guru-type -

persaus” such as cult lead-
Eecams 'Roboi’

examinatior by defense
attorney Sam  Bubrick,

Watson inte a robot to kilt

at his ecommand He point- -

ed out that Watsorr wag a
follower and immature—
the kind of person who
-would be particularly sas-
ceptible to mentat. eondi-
tioning, especially if it
were aceompanied by hea~
vy drug use. .
“Would prolonged heavy
drug use change his per-
somality?” Bubrick asked.
"I Dbelieve it would”
Bshr answered. .
To pinpoint a cause of
Watson's iliness would be

could have transfornred .

epeeulative, Bohr added,

_'but I believe ke had tak-

en g0 muelr drugs ihut o
&inic brain Jdamage was
caused.”

Pep. Dist. Aty Vineent
T. Bugliesi, on cross-exa-
mination, asked if Wat-
son's demeanor might not

have indicated the Ganser
syndrome, in which an in-’
dividual aceused of serious :

erimes appears psyckotic

" after inearceration. - -
- Bohr said the syndrome

may have beenr involved

.but he didn't believe it
' was in Watson's case. He
. said stories given by such
_persens "are usually exs
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wenely bizarve — carfea-
tures and ¥ Jdidn't sea thig
in Mr. Watson,"

Bobr suid he based hi
diagnosis of Watson solely
o what Watsen himself

had told him in their ges- ;

sions,

. "Do you thiuk Watson

was an unbiased source?”

Bugliosi asked. :
"Ne, I don't.*

- "Cair vou tell me one

- thing Watson told you

that you did not believe or
did you buy everything he
said, lack, stock and bar-
rei?” Bugliosi asked, hl.
"~ "Not lock, stock and .JB..
rei," Bohr answered. U
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