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Kennedy Assassination
Conclusions Absurd

By FRANCIS X. O'NEALL R

The recent conclusions or lack. of
conclusions released by the Select
Committee on Assassinations cuuld be
used by consumer advocate and gov-
ernment watchdog Ralph Nader as a
prime example of waste of guvern-
ment time and money . . . $5.8 mil-
lion of hard earned taxpayers money.

It was expended Lo come up with a
report that is se lacking in evidenti-
ary value, future generations will
wonder at our capacily tu place belief
in any findings of subsequent congres-
sional comrnittees. , :

s it unreasonable to expect con-
gressional committiees Lo act in the
best interest of the electorate and the
government in following their quest

for truth? Is it in the best interest of

the government Lo reicase such ridie-
ulous findings or does it, during this
time of tense international diploma-
cy, give credence lo Lhe belief of
many non-Americans that soine of
our congressmen are political hacks
and ambitious opportunists? 1s it the

prerogative of our elected officials to

-~

disregard Lhe findings of not only one -
bipartisan presidential comimission .

bul the findings of many subseyuent
inquiries and invesligations by the
Justice Department and the FBi, all
of which reaffirmed the original find-
ings proffered by the Warren Com-
mission that (1) there is no credible:
evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald was
a part of a conspiracy and (2) three
shols were fired at President Kenne-
dy from the Texas School Bouk Depo-
sitory Building, two of which struck
him; unless there was substantial
findings of fact to the contrary?

['m sure that if one would look long
enough, he would find conflicting

ideas in some remote corners of this -

world as to who killed Jesus Christ,
Abraham Lincoln, and, for that mat-
ter, Robert Kennedy. However, when
the smoke of controversy has cleared

_ the irrefutable, truth always shines

forth. The facts cannul be altered in
tais point of time Mr. and Mrs. US.

Citizen are the final judges of fact and
the conclusion reached by the Warren
Conunission, from the evidence sub-
mitted Lo it are irrefutable.

For one to believe in a conspiracy
oné¢ must be ready lo aceept the
premise that the most intelligent and
dedicaled men in government, In all
three branches, for the past 15 years
have been hoodwinked by a group or a
single person, so celestially clever
and so infinitely brifliant that all
traces of a conspiracy have vanished.
For the comunitice Lo place all its
egys in one baskel, so to spegk, on &
tape recording of cuniestable origin
wherein “experts” reach a conclusion
that it is “possible” a fourth shot
might have been fired — as possible
indlcations vf a conspiracy — is ab-
surd and demeans the entire egisla-
tive branch of our government.

‘Pictures can be doctored, tape re-
cordings erased or added lo, and ru-
mars lake on the semblance of fact
over the yéars, but the stalement of

eye wilncsses immediately subses-

quent (o Lhe evenls theniselves has,
since the time of Knglish Common
Law, been interpreied In most cases
as the hest evidence. Any of us old
enough Lo remember the tragic events
of Nov. 22, 1863 can recall with pre-
cise detail wiere we were, what we
were doing and what was said when

we first heard of the presidential kill-
a0l

ing. . :
Roy Kellerman and Williary Greer,—

the two Secret Service Agents in the -

car with President Kennedy that fate- .
ful day, emphatically, specifically -
and irrevocably stated to me, 8Six
nours after the assassination, that .
three and vnly three shots were fired. -
They heard them most distinetly.
They repealed this Lestimony to me 3
few days later during interviews at.
the While House. They were unequivo-
cal in those stalements.

These tmen were trained investiga-
tors, used to hearing gunshots anq ina
position to best determine Lhe direc-
tion and Lhe aumber of shots fired —+

h
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—

bul most important they were there
al the time. The majority of ihe per-

sons interviewed by the F.B.1 in what b

was the most comprehengive, meticu- -

lous investigation in its outstanding

. history, concurred that only three

shots were fired. True; some persons

“in Dealey Plaza that day did say they

thought Ihere could have been four

shols; however, the hard core, the pro-.

fessionals, agree on three shots.
1f, and | use the term merely (o il-

lustrate a point, an assassin was on - ’

the grassy knoll, as hypothesized by
the committee, and fired at the presi-
dent, is it illogical to assume such a

~ cleverly conceived conspiracy would

have an expert shot at this location? -,

And if not illogical, would not this ex-

.- pert, since this presumably would be

his only purpose in being there, have

. indeed shot the president if he fired?

1 oan testify that no such bullet

ever struck President Kennedy. I say

the president's body, assisted in taks

ing it from the casket at Bethesda, -
.was present during the entire autgpsy -
and, at first hand, examined hiS—we

wounds. There was no wound on hig .-
- body that could conceivably under

any condition come from any source
other than above and in back of the
president.

This is not hearsay or the result of
pseudo-scientific examination. This ia
fact. | was there, and for someone g
theorize that the president could have

“ been shot from anywhere other thad -

the rear is not worthy .of fprther dis* |
cussion. . !

The facls simply do not bear out ;

such preposterous conclusions. Truth
is singular in nature and no mattes
how bitter a pill it Is for some peoplq
to swallow, the truth will never
change. Oswald 'killed Kennedy —
there is no credible evidence of a con-
spiracy. Facts Indicate. only three
shets were fired. ' W
— v
Francis X. O'Neill Jr. retired
Agpril as Assistant Special Ager
charye of the FBI's Copnectic
fice.

A
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While a relative newcorier to the
posilion ol cotunussiouer of transpor-
tation, | have buen aclive for many
years, mos} recenlly as presulent of
e h jpee ol Munie
ilrnc(l with all
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The Jan. 18 op-ed article by 1°R1
agent Francis X. O'Nedt Jrooakes
numerous false stalements about the
assassination of Presudent Kennedy,
and raises queslions about O'Neill’s
own role in the subsequent cover-up
of the facts. |
"O’Neill says that Lhe Warren Re-
port reaffirmed the MBS investiga-
: tion of the murder. This is false, as
", O’Neill is fully aware. O'Neill neglect-
. ed to mention in his article that alter
. he attended the autopsy of President
- Kennedy, he wrote a report in collab-

gration with FBI agent James W. Si-

bert that stands an sharp coutsadie

Cotion with the Warren Counnissivi'y

"' “'yersion of the president’s wounds. ' !

*- Sibert and O'Neill stated that a bul
let struck the president below Lhe
shoulder blade, five inches below the
collar line, and pnly penctrated the
back two or thrEe inches. The Lwo
. agents reported that the depth of the
wound was 5o shallow that Dy James
Humes, the autopsy surgeon, could
feel Lhe end of the builel’s penetration
with his finger. O’Neill’s report of the
shallow back wound was reported in
the Dec. 18, 1943 cdilion of both he
New York Times and the Washington
Post. The Warren report however,
says that the bullet entered five
inghes higher on Lhe back of the presi-

According to the position of the
American Civil Libertics Union, as
expressed on the op-ed page, Jan. 29,
it would seem that those who favor
abortion, and those whe hold to a
woman's right to choice, niintain
that thuse of us who speak agunst
abortion are proceeding from a reli-
gjous point of view. This does nul nec-
essarily follow.

There are certain things that are
moral which are totally apart from
religion. This is pacticularly troe
when the word “religion” is used in a

~ sectarian sense — such as Chrislian
or Protestant, or Roman Catholic or
Jewish etc. There are certain moral
areas of life which transcend rveligion.
Abortion is one of these areas, I be-
lieve.

In our society there arc certain
rights which have been abrogaled

" by the state, the most nolable of

which is capilal putishment. No per

nm bhan the ciabhid bo baba bl Ve of o

: i'

The New Haven Line radl commut-
er service is another area of major
concern. We have been subsidizing
and improving this service sinee 1971,
And, again, the investment has paid
off in terms of increasing usage of the

dent’s neck, and that the bullel passed
ail the way through the budy and went
on to cause ull of John Connally's
non-fatal wounds as well, -

O'Neill asserts that Secret Service

The Agent is Wrong!

agenls Roy Kellerman and William -

Greer agree wilh the official version
about the shols and the wounds. He

neglected Lo mention that both men,

also in altendaance during the autopsy,
testificd before the Warren Comunis-

" sion thal the back wound was five

inches below Lhe cullar line and pene-
trated only a few inches. O'Neill also
neglected Lo mention that both agents
testified that e figad two shots fid

;,-;,?‘u-uowﬂ'l were jo.cloag togeiher that

ey were right on top wf each other
According Lo the FBLS Lests of the al-
leged murder weapon, it look a mini-
mumn of 2.3 seconds Lo work the bolt
and jerk the trigger- —withoul ainung.

finally, O'Neill is correct when he
says that the statements of Lhe eye-
witnesses itnediately after the shoot-
ing is the best evidence. He is wrong,
however, in saying Lhat it shows Lhe
official scenario to be, true. On the
contrary, it shows that President Kea-
nedy was murdered by cross-fire,
with shots frum the fronl as well as
from behind. .

Over two-thirds of the wilnesses

right has such a great consequence
that no man can huuself be judge and
jury. I would hold that abortion right-
ly comes undur this heading. The con-
sequences are so great and perva-
sive Lthat no woman can take Lo her-
sell the right to determine the fu-
ture of our race and, to soine extent,
sociely. Abortion, willy-nilly, devel-
ops an allitude loward life which de-
means persons, which places ultimate

v

transpurlution as our foremost priori-
ty.
Arthur B. Powers
» Commissioner
Department of Transportation
Wethersfield N

N

questioned by the FBI and the Warren
Commission about the direction ot the
ghots sujd there were shots from the
president’s right front, from behind

" the slockade [ence on the grassy
knoll. Forty-two witnesses told the
Warren Comumission, cither through
testimony or sworn-deposition, that
shots came frony Lhe fronl. O'Neill
also failed to mention that the doctlors
who examined the president’s body
right after the assassinalion told Lhe
ress that he was ybruck by two bul-
oty, both from the fropt uy he faced,

- his assallant(s). They Lold us one hul-¢
et struck hitn an front of the throat,

“'wound of entrance by the New York.

Abortion Transcénds R@Ij,gion

'

Times in six different reporls after'
the assassination, while the wound in
the head was reporled as an entrance

wound in the right temple through

Dee. 16, 1963,

‘The irreconcilable contradictions in
the government's own fuctls developed
over the years aboul this erime show
that the need for the truth aboyt the
Kennedy assassinalion is us  great
loday as it was on the afternoon of
Nov. 32, 1963. -

-Angrew Liqdell
North Windham SR 4

— it goes to the heart of sociely and
its future, indeed it is of the essence
of law, order and juslice. As such, its
“regulation and protection is of con-
cern to more than the woman herself.
It is the concern of all of sociely, men
and women alike, for we are indeed

- our brother's keeper and sustainer.
. No man lives unto himself hut rather,

values in the here-and-now and which

takes little account of Lhe fulure.

As Lo when a fetus becomes “viable .

hatan life” is o beg the question.
There is 0o doubt that within hours of
conceplion an egg and a sperm have
begun to develop into a multi-cellular
entity. Witlun days, any patholigist
can recognize thal “mass of cells” as
being of the human species — not &

cat ar a cow, but a hwnan. itis of the |

mother, and in the mother, and nour-

ished by the mothier, but it is a-sepa-

vale and distinel entity. Who can deny
et e r P R

unto one anolher.

Let, us be done wilh righls and
with individualism and with caus-
es. Let us learn the realilies of the
brotherhood of all mankind, learn to
bear one another’s burdéns and be
done with selfishness and self-inter-
~est. Muaralily transcends all of this
and makes each of us responsible, in
some degree, for all of the actions of

mankind throughoul the whole uni--

verse.

-Abortion a religious issue? No.
_Abortion a “civil rights” issue? No.
Rather abortion is a moral issue in-

Al 4'% pering - gl wmple. §
Thﬁe" hroat%un was réﬁorted' as ab

'

volving all of mankind, at all times,in
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