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Street-by-Street War
Capital

In Chechen
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Gudermes, Russia — Russia claimed Friday to
have the upper hand in fierce street-by-street fight-
ing in the O__en_._m.: capital Grozny, even after rebels

trol. Both sides suffered losses, the military said,
without offering details. However, officers in Grozny
said about 20 Russian soldiers died in the attacks,
which showed how vulnerable the troops are to the
highly mobile rebels.

Mystery still surrounded the fate of a Russian gen-
eral who disappeared in Grozny this week. The mili-
tary said tersely that Maj. Gen. Mikhail Malofeyey

taken prisoner,

Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev refused to specu-
late about what happened to Malofeyev, saying only
that he had been sent to Grozny “to intensify troop
operations” and “got into a complicated situation.” A
Chechen commander claimed Friday that Mal-

terrogation.

“Malofeyev is absolutely healthy and is answering
investigators’ questions,” Baudi Bakuyev wag quot-
ed as saying by the Interfax news agency. He said
the Russian military would recejve a videotape soon
proving the Chechens were holding the general.

Russian aircraft and artillery have been pounding
Grozny day and night, and the military claimed Fri.
day that ground troops were making steady, if slow,
progress toward the center of Grozny, It claimed 86
militants were killed there over the past two days:
and said only one Russian soldier was killed and five
wounded on Thursday,

A Chechen woman weeps in a refugee camp after she
learns of lighting in a villagpe where her song live.

tions and cut off Russian units from the main forces,
it added.

The federal command also said that fighting was
continuing for control over downtown Minutka
Square and a strategic bridge over the Sunzha
River. The Russians previously claimed to have
taken the bridge, and the military’s acknowledg-
ment Friday reflected that some areas of Grozny
have changed hands several times in recent days,

Fighting was alsg raging Friday near the mouth of
the southern Argun Gorge, a key area in the steep
southern mountains where thousands of rebels are

Chechen side had launched several attacks aimed at
luring some Russian forces away from Oudnuu....
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‘4o wuce, aung lack of Ban churches and homes &&ai

Lombok hotels closed their doors, fearing religious
violence would flare again, though Indonesia’s pres;.
dent warned that tough action would be taken against
troublemakers,

The Christians, who had taken shelter at g military
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about 200 soldiers to a nearby port, where they board-

fairs said.

In September, N igerian officials agked Switzerland
to investigate Abacha, who had been accused of 8ys-
tematically plundering the Nigerian Centra] Bank
and hiding the money in overseas bank accounts,
Abacha’s five-year rule ended in June, 1998, after he
died of an apparent heart attack.

- - - 3
JFK Assassination Finding

Material found on the bullet that killeq President
John Kennedy did not come from hig clothing, accord-
ing to tests that may raise doubts about a second
gunman.

The test results, releaged Friday by the National
Archives, supports the conclusion that Lee Harvey
Oswald was nm,m lone gunman jn the Nov. 22, 1963,
shooting of Kennedy in Dallas, some assassination
researchers say. But others say the results are not
significant becanse the fragments have been contam-
inated over the years.

The U.S. National Archives and Records Adminis.
tration made availahje Friday reproductions of more
than 12 hours of unrestricted recordings of tapes relat.
ing to Nixon's all abuse of government power that
were played in a federa] courtroom in 1974,
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