12/28/68
Dear iou,

Flesse do not Torget to give Burten the word on Rose, for I think it
unwise to essume we've hesrd esnd felt the lest of thet kind of thing sni its
agffects,

A short while ago I wrote Moo suggesting thst he get Tom %o Xerox
copies of the notebook he kept when he wess working st the :rehives. His esll
1sst night about the Julie Ann Mercer document in CD 205 serves %o remind me
of the importance of this, which I will explain.

Firet, I do not went you to sssume thot in seying Tom missed things
he wea, ipso Ifamcto, incompetent. ¥e muai remember thet in the slmost two yesrs
gince then we have lesrned meny things, znd what then locked insignificant cen
todsy loom large in importsnce.

Then, he had sn ettitude I beliewve is comprehsnsibley but it led him
to be exceedingly uncooperstive, I got nothing from him, yet I gave him whet
1 could, did for him whet I coulds I suppose this i1s beceuse hs felt he owed
your office exclusively whst he learned., Once I detected the fedefsl interest
in Tom, I felt it wee necessary for his security snd his best possible perfermshce
of his tesk, that 1 disassociste myself from himex as much ss I could efter getiing
& bibliogrephy for him 2nd turning my account cver to hime. From time to time,
@s I'd lesrn thinge, 1°d get word to him, However, L never did lesrn from him
what ho lmews I essumed he leerned what would have been in goinz over thoese files
most relevant to New Urlesns., I wes survrised to lesrn thet he did not use my.
account %o get coples of documents, but I sassumed he sent his notes in end on
that bssis they were ordered. 1% was quite & shock to me to lesrn thet you ere
missing all the vslueble New Orlesmns meterisl in the Archives, ss, for exemple,
whet we heve Just supplied you on Upwald end hisditersturs,

e  CD 205 iz one of the major files he should heve rensecked., then Moo
phoned me lest evening to sey he had no enswer in' the file on the thing Thompson
has on page 218, thet Julis Ann Bercer was shown pietures of Uswalé snd seversl

"of his New Orlesns ssrocistes; snd thiz on njasfas, agsin, I wes shocked, for

thiz is the kind of thing you should have, if only to say it was felse, or thst
“the pictures were misleadingly descrived,ete. Mow thers is little thsn con be

done immedistely, for the Shaw tridl, unless a guick resding will give me clues,
end this is possible. However, there will be much to be done after the Shew trkal,
perheps even dpring it. Therefore, 1 sgain strongly encoursge you to hsve Tom
xerox 211 his notebooks. You certaeinly should heve a couple of copies in the office
efter he leeves, I also think thet Gary Schoener, Paul Hoch snd I should have
eopies &8s Soocn as possible, for what use we can put them to, immedistely, for

your purpeses, end for purposss of gernerel resesrche 1 find that ‘omt's recollection,
like that of sll of us, with the enomity of the meterial, is not infellible. Laat
time I segked him sbout sn FBI report he discussed with me once st the Archives, -
of a mysterious plene Tlight over Brommsville, to snd from ¥exico, terminating

at Yew Orlesns. He then dismissed it on the ground it could not beve been Ferrie, -
Apsuming this to be true, we can now understsnd thst with Ferrie not the pilot,
the flizht could be eignificsnt, or that, on & date other than &s s get-sway
pilet, such s flight by Ferrie could still be significent. “e does not remember
the report. I think i% poeuitle hie notes might disclose it. So, pleame, as somn
a8g you cen, get his notebooks snd heve s girl copy theme s“ennwhile, 1f the CIRO5
is not Eut oway for the weekend, Gery will check it today. If 1t hes the dsta oo
wents, “ary will phone i} to ms snd I'1l have it for iloce. IT thet file is not outy
T*'11 chaek 4+ Sinndav or hursdsv. vhen 1'11 be in Weshingten.




