FAVORS LIMITED
YDA

But Office Against Any
Change of Venue

LA, WEDNESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 4, 1967

|CLAYSH Aw C A—S—E-‘;Lbefor;é a-June-National Bread

casting Co, progra m and

. —_ planned to release a letter agk-

P 1 [|ing the attorney general to look

Continued from Page into NBC’s charges to the local!
the state means by a “rea-

sonable” contlnuauce was not |P' oo
_explained. The crux of the plan was

. . ifor Aaron Kohn to release to
Alcock and Burnes argued Dthe news media this letter to
their answer that if, as Shaw the attorney general in order
argues, a prejudicial atmos-jyp.; might have widespread
phere -exists, then “he is the

: ; »local publicity - and thereby
author of his own misfortune. prejudice local jurors,” the as-

The District Attorney’s office
Tuesday acqulesced to a limited
continuance hut 9pposed &
ichange of venue in the Clay L.
Shaw case when it “filed its
answer to .a previously filed de-
:fense motion. L

Attorneys - last ‘week filed a
motion ' requesting a4  six.
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* Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 2, Col. 5

month continuance, or,. alfer-
natively, a change of _venue,
arguing that Distriet Attorney
Jim Garrison’s ‘actions have
made a fair trial in New Or-
leans impossible. :

! The state’s answer, signed by

‘assistant attorneys James L.
Alcock and Richard V. Burnes,
maintains that the remedies of
continuance and change of
venue are mutually exclusive
in this case, and that.if Shaw

were granted a ‘“reasonable
and unarbitrary continuance,”
he would not be entitled to a
change of venue.

The answer asked that the
unreasonable and capricious”
six-month - continuance be de-
nied. However, it went on. to
say that “if a continuance be
granted to -the defendant, that
it be for a reasonable time.”

Finally, it asked that the. mo-
‘tion for a change of venue be
denied because the continuance
request “constitutes an election
;of remedies by the defendant,”
! SEEMS UNLIKELY

Shaw is charged with having
conspired ' with the late David
W. Ferrie, and Lee Harvey

10swald, also deceased, and oth-
ers in a plot to assassinate
President John F, Kennedy.

Garrison’s office has been
working on the case since the
latter part of last year. Some
sources believe a continuance is
preferable to a chiange of venue
because in the latter case it is
likely that prosecution would be
taken over by. the district at.
torney’s office of the new juris-
diction.

A 1967 trial for Shaw seems
unlikely, even though - what

They accused Aaron M. sistants said.

Kohn, managing director of
the Metropolitan Crime Com- -

The state’s arguments begap

mission of New Orleans, of |
arranging to release a letter
to the state attorney general
which would prejudice local
jurors.

The answer said Kohn con-
sulted with Shaw’s attorneys

*

by--stating ~that-.-any - possible
Iprejudicial ~ atmosphere  was
created by:

1. The notoriety and magni-
tude of the crime with which
Shaw is charged.

2. The natural enthusiasm of]
members of the press and news
media to report to the public|
each day each and every item
they considered newsworthy,

3. The conduct of - Shaw, in-
cluding public statements at a

o Beaths.

news. conference- soon. after his A
arrest, and that of his attorneys

in allegedly meeting with NBC
representatives and Kohn be-
fore the critical program.

‘“He and his counsel have em-
barked upon a deliberate course
of conduct which affects poten-
tial jurors’ ability to view this -
trial with pristine eyes and he
cannot be heard to complain of
a situation he created,” "Alcock
and Burnes said.
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