Rt. 12, Fredorick, Md. 21701
1/9/15 -

Senator Richard Schweiker (Attn Dave Marston)
Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Senator Schwsiker,

Come hell, Mgh water oy anything other than a sale of subsidiary rights,a week
from today Post Mortem will be released with permission to quote 750 words other than
in a TV special as distinguished from a straight news account. ' '

As of nofw there remain several possibilities of the sale of rights in this
country, one abroad. I do not expect anything to come of any cne and I have as a
mcmumlmaammformortoumtmtodaw.uymmmtodo
" with the mass-audience CES milx updated videowhitewash of the JFX assassination now

scheduled for a few days later. ThenCBS show has the capabdlity of interest
to this new book but it will also, if unopposed and unchallenged, ue‘r::::ﬁfimnlsh
your possibtilities. I'fe been through this before, many times. '

. Untdl this week my mokdlisy has been reduced mince you saw me on crutches &
month ago. However, neither the illness nor the hospitalisation made it impossible for
me %0 work. In the hespital I worked out a position paper for another committee, from
vhich I heard frequently, as recently as yestorday. I have filed a new FOIA suit and
bave initialed perhape &  dosen more, each pinpointed for the kind of evidence
I want for my work and I believe you will for yours. ,

Meanwhile, I'm following tl.e doctor's orders literally. I know what I can and
cannot do and I fullj expect to do a large part of what is not proscribed. If I have %o
do it alone, as ha# happened in the past, X will make the effort and will end with
more thans enoullh success.

You and I have different prodlems. As I tried to sugzest on oud meeting a month
ago you have much less tims and immediate neods I do not see you mesiing. Exzcept for
sn iofrequent note to Dave I have been silent. I think subsequent events have told
Dave ny forecasts were correct. Tou used the wrong psople at the wrong time for the
wrong objectives. Besides, on that flapping of wings to Missiselppi I had done what
to thes and now could bo done and under the present conditions I will gyfire the results
with nobody until I am satisfied the time end approach are right. Neither now mor - o
when this adventure was launched for you was elther condition ripe and the meansby which
it was attenpted were the greatest of handicaps. :

Yesterday 1 received from Gary Schoener, with whom I used to ve close, a QOpy
of some of hls cofrespondence with your committee, exciting to Gary, depressaing to me,
The results are not indicated and the final part, where I personally took Yary to the
Hoover dugghter, is not indicated. But this is all wromg for you now. It is the one way
I see you defeating yourself. I can enly imegine how many of these there have been, Orestes
Pena is another. I asked him to wait until the time is right and he didn ¢ and I dare
say that the valuee he holds remain unknown to you and your staff. Gping along with this
your staff bas consulted me on pome of these things all of which I have worked on, some
alone and some to show others they led nowhere. : : oo :

You will remember I told you I oan be blunt and that I owe you blmtness. X could
have been much more blunt at that meeting and it is not the considerable pain that deter-
red me. However, I think this memth, doapi‘hemu'-nlmumtbhandiayﬁ that means
for you, putyyou in a position %o look back snd ask what you bave as a consequence of



this work. And %o compere it with what you might have added to the work I was and am
prepared to give you. You might recall that I predicted the Biwards subcommittee would
zet nowhere because it lacked knowledge and would be depending on the undepemdabdle. I
also told you I would stay away from that subcommitiee.

The nature of zy situation mekeas real selfislmess impossible. So, when I appear
50 be serving self-interest and try to it is never a selfish s.ntoron,'\‘:ﬁst I try to
serve. Without the best coumercial distribution of a fooR and the means of promoting
and advertising it successfully and extensively the book has no real commercial prospect.
When I learned this years ago it mads wajor changes in what I do. it has required that
I do what becomes sn added liability. Because I regard it as necessary, whether or not
my Judgement is correct, I do it. Thus thare are many lifergry and Journalistic liabilie
ties built into FPost Mortem only some of which are the consequence of the wnitationa
undexr which I work. I am aware of thame. .

i I also do what is entirely unaelfish. Among the recent ecnes have been what
ghould in time help you. I ahowed Los Widtten, while I was in the bospiial, how to
satablish the oxigtencs of &1l thosc FBI back chavnels end who was involved in them.

" If you hold hearings on this you now have all the leads you need and I have names other
than kes used or went for. I have initiated other efforts the end result of which can
cost you nothing and success in which can mean much to you. Because you will not figure
in any of this except as bheneficimry if it works you will have no poseibility of being
hurt or your efforts jeopardimed. The first overt effort is about 10 days away. I an
attempting, through the limited means I have to arrange others.

(I have not geen today's Post so I know only what I've been told about its
Anderson colum. After reading ysaterday's I tried to reach “es, who was not home.
Both columns are largely inaccurate. That psychiatric meeting was not a member executive
seasion and it is not one of those satlll withheld. I've bad it for years and analysed
it years sgo. Tha trea t of the Jackie ccluzn earlier in the weak was their formula
and does not inclnde great valus for you if sod when you get off the ground.)

The time has coms for me %o hold a press conference. When I had the book close
4o being printed I spoke to a reporter friend with a mejor newspaper in the hope that .
he would be aszigned to the atory. The peper assigned another, a competent man without
the factnal background and with the customary f‘ on the subject. The first reporter
had promised to srrangs & press conference for me. “t is now impossible. I can and if
necessary will arrenge my own. I have several coples of the books out, embargeed, to give
those papers the opportunity to read and assess it. Howover, ths pollitical developmonts
of the past week interpose mericks problems. Toworrew I will be initiating other efforts,
this time simed at the wire gervices only.

If it peokm with your apnrosal and you see no personal liability in i3 I belleve
theidaalwtohandlctMaunystﬂ.ngthebookmdmitaha&stoppingtoymtms
coming Friday, embargoed until 8.0, papers, which permits evening TV news covere
age. Bxoept for what some reported mey have read prior to then this will pretty much
limit the reportera to vhat I day and show, At best this ¢an be nmo more than a teaser
for what you may do. I proposs to use what cen't be refuted and what will be advancedby
any effort at refutation. It had these davnatages: you'll be separated from elves and
the like and ybn will have solid and entirely new evidence nobody else has, more than -
enough to let your colleagues and the major media know that you have a solid evideatliary
base for a real investigation. I have in mind limitin: this to the sycophant®s oxy for
what is ™new. ™ 43 you have seen, that which 1s called "old" geta no attention. There is
more than I have in the book snd therw is the most eignificant in the book that the
ucst peroeptive of reporters will not detectes unlessf point it out.



The advantage for me is obvious. It incieases the possibilitics of majorw
nedia atiention. I suggeat this also becomes an advantage for you.

There is another advantage for you.ymx. I have observed the enormously reduced
public interest in your efforts. While I do not know how much of this has been your
deaire I do know that if the gress hdd really gone for what you seid after the initial
reporting with or without your assistance there would have been morve and new stories.
My belief is that you have reached the cuter limit of that approach and with it not
enhansed your credibility with the press. What has come back to ue says ihis. Thesa
reporters have lived through too xuch of that. '

Wnile I do not depend on 1% and have no assurances, when for so long I heard
nothing fronm you I made a similar proposal to others whoss lagislative anthority ia
considerably more limited than yours. On the staff level it has sporogval. If anyw
thing comee of it uy own view is that were sozething likes this to happen jointly all
intorests would be better served, including persomal and political interests other
than mine, and that the presenting of anything like a united Congrossionsl front to
the wedia would he a defikite plus. '

Ko matter what does or does not happan, I will want %o do all I can to help
all those in Congress the seriousnessmess of whome efforts I believe in. Howsver, I
do have new limijations, they will last for some time, and 1 have my own work X want
to pursuc. I will have to spend an enormous amount of time merely making a minimal
efZort with Post Mortem. The im elemental miX besis on which I huie to work has required
that I spend all my rest periods licidng stampm on the mailing I1'1) be sending out
89 soon as the book 1s released. If this is not the way I prefer spending time it is
the necd and I meet it whiie my wife does what she has to, including updating our
malling list. I've had flyers printed singe getting buck fo#™he hospital and I Lave
local friends vhe % inserting them in envelopes. When I have no choice but to spend time
- licking and sticking thousands of stamps I do have leas time to devote to what can
be of help to others and to carrying my own work forwerd,

Please do not misunderstand me. I can think of many regsoms why you may not
want to bave a prese conference with we and if you decline I wi).:1 not keld it aguinst
you. X do think it will be helpful to oub corwon interest. And I do know that if
something like this is not dune the result will be %o limlt what I will be gblie to do
on & level other than licking stamps. Deaplte several other obligations in the week
ahead I exdect to have all the stamps licked befcre the end of the week.

I am abaolutely certain that in head-towhead sworn testimony where others and
I are made publicly asare of what we know anyway, the penalties of perjury, this thing
will come apart in a limited number of ways., I am without fear of any risk on my part.
I am told by my doctor= I have asked ~ that emotional strain does not present any
Jjeoperdy to my health. My past with the Senate and in other pursuits leaves me without
doubt that this icind of approech holds high prospect. 4% is also the natural kind of
drematic situation for which as s generzlity the preas does go. Az z young man I used
it myself and never knew it not to work.

‘ Thaxs taken this time vecsuse I will very shortly have to make docisions that
will control what I will and will not be able to do. If you agree I think that aside
from the siuple matter of armnf.neforthemeting with the preas there are gons
advance steps you should take. *his weans mostly the serving subpoenaes on people
I cen readijily identify for you, more and other than * sitggestod to you a menth ago.

Whatevar you decide, I d¢ wish you success and good lucik.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg



