Bt. 12, Frederick, Md. 2170%
9/20/15 -

Senator Richard Schweilker
U.S.3enate

Washington, D,.C.

Dear Senator Sehweiltor,

This lotter is prompted by a reading of your statement of September 8, "Sciweiker
Asks Reopening of JFK Killing Probe." }
Several wecks prior to your-issuing this ststement a member of your stalf phoned

me for help on tie subject, not telling me it for a statement. Harlier this week
I spent most of a day that should huve resulied your staff eonsidersble time

‘at. bogt end you some trouble if they went whead with their plan to intdrview the

man thoy had asked to stay in Washington se they could. He told pe he hod been
interviewed by them once. :

Nobody pays me for my time but I am willing to take time to be helpful to those .v
in 2 position to do what this subject peeds, e

What you are now asking for is the conclusion of my first book, which also was
the first book on the subject of ihe karven Coumissian, I am no loss for tlds now
tha®l I was February 15, 1965, when that first book was completeds I am so much for .
this that, despite whatever you mey have hoard to the contrary, I anm the one persen
in all the world wko has devoted himself to 1% continuoualy, without incume or sube
sidy and working extraordinarily long days. To bring out as much as poseible of my
worklhmhenforcedtobecmwompubuaher. It ham kept me in debt,

1 hope this glves me somo Lind of credentials and £s an indioablon of sincerity
of purpose., If you desire botter credentisls, I*1l send you n obpy of the FRI's
atUemn’c to a faderal court that I know more shoat the subject than anyons there.

I am, of course, plsasedthal you drew upon work uniquely mine ia your statoment.

I told your staffer about it. Quite Yikely others told you or your staff about it

without expleining its history. .

Your statczant attracted attention, In a soclety like ours citizens have 0 be »
informed. However, the ouissious in your statement, omissions that might have helped
1t end would have made it more faithful to the reality, had the effact of denying
People anything you did not say. I think your purposes would have been botter served
by people roading the full texts of those executive sesslon transcripts.

Your statoment says no more about tiese iranscripts than that they were Fprevionsly
alasaified” in the text and of one that it was "Declapsified 6-12+T4.® Thass are not
full statements and they do not represent how they vere declassified. If you were not
informed I think your interesh uight be surved by learning why.

Both are declassified as the repult of By Freedom of Information Act efforts. I
have been trying to bruak them losse since 1957, without gny help fron those who
enjoy large reputations in the flold of political sssassinations. I kncw of one case
ooly, my current case, in which govermment rosistance wea stronger and more persistent.
If I bad not been willing to challenge the govermment to charea me o 1t3 witness,
J.Jee Hankin, with perjury, my effort might not have succeeded. This is not an sagy
Wy %0 end improper suppressions. I knew the rdek I was taking, es ¥ did on & number
of other similar occasiens. I know who does the prosecuting.



The crediting of sources is neither abnermel nor wmethical, although to my
Imgwledge your office deals with those who never do, preferiving to claim as their
own the work of othera. Bxcept for whet they say of themselves they have no
original work to thedr credit. None that is acourate and of consequonce.

1‘hisgetsmetothepointofwlett-r.!hemismtm.nglaskdyouandthara
13 now no way you can direct those who vreceived your statement to the one book on
which it drawse. Much as I would like pesople to knowpthe reat of its contents and to
be able to recover more of the costs of the work. ‘ S -

Hoat of thooe who are best kuown in the field in which X am in all ways the -
penlor are not dependable sources and are kuownot for their dedicetion to accuracy
or hard work but for thoir self-peomotions. People so engaged do not tell thecmelves
what they ave up to. Mest of thoce who get to know them have no besia for independent
‘Judgegent, We 1ive in a society in vhich most of our beliefs are fived by promotions.

T‘neendofAmﬂImadeaspeechinwbichladdrsaudﬁnsnadufemtnw.
If you are interested I'11 be glad to send you a copy. (In my finanrial condition

1'd appreciate a franked emvelope if you want this.) I declared my belief that with .

the changes in national at¥itudes there was hope that the Congwems would interest
itsalf and that we all owed the Comgress sorupulous ascuracy and seliflessness. I
also ticked off a long list of illustrations of what others did and said snd asked
who benefits. Lo this day not one of those of whom 1 spoke, and I identified few

by name, has made & aingle camplaint to me or alleged even the slighest exagmeration
or nisreproscatations ‘ -

I do fagr Members mey be hurt. I do lmow « I havex procf of it — that ezecutive
agencies keep close tabs on what iz saide I do not believe that their purpose is
merely to collect more peper. And tapes. Other Members have made inscourate statoments
and claims. Parts of yoursmight hxve been worded better.

- Unlike those who yromote themselves I spend my time working. I have no ambition
in this or 1'd have been at your offioe long ago. When I have dome most of the work
in the field there would be basis for my going to Members, However, my desire im to
continne this work. Work is not done by talke. I have taiosn tdde time in what I hope
you 11l undorstand is your interest instesd of putiting 3t on the book on which I am
woricing, one I think will intereet you much when I cen print it. (4 list of whet 1a
still in print is enclosed. It does not include what I hsve written ard not been
able to pmint.) ,

Nor do I solicit an invita¥ion %o your office. If you were to extend one I would
have 1o decline it. My desire is not to engmge in coniroversy, pubiic or private, or

to attract attention to myself. It i3 first to couplele tiw book on which I am working '

aad then to return to ethers, some vartly written snd some fully resesrched. (I am,
wnlike those who talk about it, also ir court trying to end further suppressions and
fighting through sdwdnistrative remedics on other ceses.)

I do want a full, honest and completsly public invesifigetion, the conclusicn of
my £ivst book. “oneistent with this I wrdte to caution you lest vithout Iintending it
You make & serious error that could be costly in more ways thar onse I an avere of the
problen checking what you say can mean, I also want you $o be. And to be aware of the
possible congeauence of error in which you, persenslly, may be ¢ompletoly innocent,

If at eny time anyone working for you wants to consult me by phone, I have no
objection to the taplag of it andi you will find I am quite prepared to stand by
whatever I may say.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg



