Dear Gary;

LY

(3lad to get the two mailings ef 1/25, your letter of the 23rd and the carbons.

I'm much too deep in too many things, with greatest pressure coming from legal things
on which there is a deadline., So, my response will be scattered and hasty, first from
recall and then from a skimming, if anything should be added.

Ned: As of today, no further word. I had the one call, the promises of payment for
the books plus $60 for me, the promise to pay for the copying of the released stuff, and
gilence. Your explanations can be correct, but I'm left with an unessiness. This and other
thinks fortifies the belief I have long held, and expressed to you in an effort to
discourags ' your unpaid appearances before small audiences, that anything that distracts
from constructive work is wasteful. With Lil vorking our financial needs are less pressing,
though what she makes is less than a. living. It merely relieves. But paying for those
documents will be a big problem, He didn't put Roberts to me as he did to you, merely
saying that Robers was open, friendly and willing to take time. My answer was that Roberts
was and is a fink, finkier now because he has to live with his book, and to prove it to
get Koberts to confront me with him present. You know the ch ances of that. What the
Establishmentarians have yet to comprehend is that this work, especially my approach to
it is not only not revclutionary but is, in the most profound sense, Establishmcntarian,
Should I succeed, it would fortify the Eastblishment, : ' :

Sylvia dnd Lifton: I am not as satisfied as I could be, but this may be somply
because she seemed to dismiss him as as bad as I said, totally dishonest.

Army intelligence: I did not plan nor do I think I suggested that you get personally
involved, I wanted all the clippings on the stories there and anything indicating theilr
interest in me, I'd forgotten that gas-station bit, when you were having car trouble, and
all that bad weather, tornado-watch and all. But it suddenly seemed to me that the guys
in the audience and % ose who intercepted my bagzage might not have been FBI but AL, I
have written Army., If I can show they were doing this to me, I can do something, And, I
think it unwise to assume that they could have no kind of connection withm our overall
interests., Your hunch on an another agency being involved is not far out, but I think this
could be the kind of fluke where it just happened. You see, prior to the NBV show there
was much in minor but heeded publications, esp. Washington Monthly, with a long and fine
piece by a colonel, now civilian, CIA's illegal but undnding domesiic involvements could
inspite them to plant the samec’ thing on Army, but it also could tend to excite interest
in CIA's, so I think they'd have considered it hazardous,...When you can, 1'd appreciate
a memo with all you remember about the gas-station and guys—in-audience bits and anything
you now remember that you may have heard after I left....Ervin will cop out, as you say
you university is. ...Iflore on Powell I didn'% think you had, I've filed a DJ=-118 with
Justice and written Resor, both without response. With time I'd march into mmimkt courte..
In any event, from now,on, please try and gend clips on what appears there, Univ or papers.

Paul: While you may be close to an explanation, your are off on fact. I don't, for
example, think that sticlking to a single issue after the first blasts could have
accomplished anything:because they destroyed him and thereafter he content himself with
evadings. He has not indicated his intent of breaking off with me, but as of now I'll be
better off if he does, His thing on the declassifications was so stupid the parancids ;
could call him an agent for that alonec. I have not cut him off, still send him copies, etc.
But for a long time, a Very long time, he has sent me close to none of what he has gotten.
I have been both aware gnd perplexed. If you can without violating confidence let me have
what he has sent on this, it might be helpful. As you know a long time ago I felt I ought
becone & hermit and de my own work. 1've got more on hand than I can write in three years
of hard work, and I waste much time trying to hexp those who refuse to be. Bringing me up
to date on John, as you suggest , would also be very helpful, ror he still presents a great
hazard...Unless Paul has a new new girl friend, it is not new to me. I met one here this
past summer, a very nice one, But on this, perhaps you have forgotten that Paul did most of
his best work while he was married. Maybe this has something to do with its breakup, but
he was then married to a girl I found improbsble for him, but a nice one,



So, his lack of solid relationshig or the tact that he didn't spend much time courting
doesn t explain ite...I still have to understand why so suddenly, long before he started
this hedon nonsemse, he stopped sending me the things he was getting. As you know, for the
longest time, all the time I was active at the Archives, 1 sent him everything.

I do not think this can be explained by his own doubts, We all have them, The reaction
if it is healthy is %o try and understand, or as Bernabei and I did, address and prove.
We have proved the FBI right irn some cases where they didn't. 1t didn't hurt us nor does
it alter the basic facts.Another and rather sharp jnconsistency that, I think, cannot be
explained away by wicertainty or something that was just growing is that just before
what can be a polite prelude to breaking off the last-thing I'd heard from Paul is that he
was planning to file suits, If I didn't send you copies, I did encourage him ana did
make some suggcestions. Or, took time,

Returning to AL again, I think your papers must have the names of six former and
talking local agents. 1f you can find time to speak to them, 81l 1 am interested in is
their interest in me unless you want to broaden it to include you. This recally means our
work, and I suggest it is more reprahensible if theg spied on a writer-investigator
(there has been no response to my DJ-118s on the Marton and Doyle t£ilms).

Letyers to Dick and Paul godds Did Paul ever tell you why Jim Schmitt left SF?
And this seems to have hurt the attitude and to have dsprossed more than you. I've heard
nix from lal since early summer,...We all had a very high opinion of Paul and 1 thin
regarded him as the least emotional, the most precise of all., Were I to have written PH
as you did he'd regard it as patronizing. From you it was great. Be interested in his-
reaction...If we all remain perplexed by this out-of-character things from him, and I
dure do, the one thing you have not addressed is his failure to confront, I think that
he suffered a deep ego hurt, knows his work was unbefitting a high-school genersl-science
C student, and the tranferring the whole bysiness in his own thinking and emptions. I also
believe he had to Jjave becn aware of the only uses to which it could be out. These things
you have not addressed. Even with deep ego involvements, why could he not have taken the
simple, dircct and honest course and said he was sorry, that he was all wrong? Why did he
ignore the closer approximation, of the baloons, when I inmediately asked him? And if he
intended the sinister, why did he go to such trouble to both arm and warn us (publication)?
I don't think these things can be explained by his search for identity. I think something
much deeper, much more serdous, is involved, -

Returning to you: I again encourage you to drop the unpaid appearances, ebren with
another making them (which risks the Sprague syndrome). Spend that time in some kind of
research or on your personal life, It does nothing today, Wait until there is something
dpecific, Kaiser would have bein one. When it is out, FRAME-UP will be another. Dpn't
frustrate yourself further with the past. I never spend time this way any more and won't
unless I'm paid or until the new book is out. I% is the least-productive way of spending
time, as you should have legrned...When you can, please background we better on Ned, who
was to have returned by now,. 1'll spend less time wigh him and I'll be just as happy if he
doesn't come back, for mo promise is better for me than unkept onés, given our conditions
and the work I've got to do. And betore I got further with him, I'1l want from him an
outline of what he is up to and why. I avoided questioning him, But he also avpided
volunteering. Now I want ‘to know, He said he wanted to help me, picked the areas where he
could do least good, and if he has done anything, it hasn't teached me, The one place he
said he would make an effort is one to whom I've written and in almost a honth have had
ne answer, 1t is a men who has always extended slight favors, like supplying special papers-—
which is all I asked of hig this time. In the past, I always got the little 1 asked for by
Greyhound and immediately.

Take care,.I'd like to use the phone to anc almost did, But you said it as it is, and
that is the reality with wkich we must live, Best,



