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Dear Gary,

A4S you orobably realized long ago when I said I was going to bucowre a2 hermit and
let all ti. others fuckup as they would, I could not :nd would not. Hor am 4 liwane to
error. and I suu.os. that, u.consclously, I also imew Sthat I couldn't. but I detest the
~need, and seme of the coascqueuces are distasteful, others uncoufrotable. If all thos
who have, surforce, become no more than dabolers were not either ridden with secret
ambitions and epo or resentful of criticism to th. degree they will not test their notions,
rost of thoge thing: could be elimmatod.

The drain on ue is heavy and at a tiume I can bear it least well.

I mven't tiuse for complete explanations, but you misunderstood ded or Sylvia
misunderstood you. She was writing you, wearidy she said, when I phoned her last night.
She didu't realize she was sayin;; it, but she was really saying, asong other things, that
ahe regretted buing brouzht into the Cyril swtter. Unly bLecausce she is uuwell and olso
mystified. ohe dovsn't undurstand ite L am o bkt disapoointed because of us Gylvia ic the
one 1L'd have felt would have understood the political implications in. tinctiv.ly. -ou lciow
the respect + have for her mind. I also inou her passions and her spcocial passion as you
do not and licr acute personal problems, wnich I always umdertalkce to consider to the degree
1 cane ond Sthore i.. the problem aliost .veryone has of beinsg locked iuto the past, iuto
the xiol.edy: and the understaadings of the raste. I thiuk our loss is she greater with
3ylvia, w0 sufiers what should not be a suffering but in our society is, that sho 1o Wlso
& woiute While this ke, in iy view, ceriain great advantages, Lt also is & severe limitation.
Sge could not, as a woman, dure do sone of thu things that have been no sweat for e or
would not L ror youe de suflcr for ii, vecause she has o ruparkable wind.

Like we, she is agdings whatever is ailing ber, che didA8% tell e aue I didn't
asi, She is enmotionally torn over the redictable death of a spiled cat tua t was her sole
coapanion aitcr her husband's deathe It is, for example, with deep misgivings that I wsked
her to defang the panel part of i II, an.. then with asuurances that sbe should .ot focl
adly if she cainot.

anyway, to coiie to the point, she did encourage Lyril to sesk access to the pictures

and i~ray and even after led'c all hasn't given any thought to the ?ossiblc COLSEQUENCEse
This is, I suposzc, nab , for it is in &ll ways an area she La.n t explored. She hac been
la.hed to a desk und has been spared the fights and the personal confrontations that tells
us avout our adversary a bit wor: than that he is alwuys dishoucste. Her reason, as sche
explaincd it, i mow that the tiame has come it would be a great tragedy if sonevody Gidn't
apulye uhigh, as of 1965, is a quite proper stiitude, She repeated thic several tiues. I, in
turn, didn t tell her why there is this hagzard, for I wunt her to start thinldng in terng
of %l présente ™t is inevitable fhat she be consuliud, for how many ar. Lheoe wio can e
to test my Judgement? But that can t be done in terms ol the sitate of her understuuding as
of the timc she dii the inded or rewrote her book.ind she can be bulihesded as none of us
can be, and we arc a buliheaded lot, for tue most parts So, she has to do things hor waye.
She moy or may not agree with me, which will not influence sy judgem.nte I nave already
tostec it with a Senator I trust, his wdministrative assistant, and cven Jim Lesar, and

all agrec the potontial is see is there and is real. So you cen understand e in this, my
instinctive response when the Jenator, an old friend anc a friend of feddy's, ofivered
immediatcly to spenic o him, le went further, and just said he woulde anu 1 £ 1% i had to
askc hiiz not toe. Jhen, after I thought about it, I took time to write hin & letter saying
that vaybe 1f his AA dida't succewed he should.

The point of misunderstanding is that Cyril has been promised acces:e There are
differmt formulations, depending on my source, but inm all cases this 1o cercly that
Horsinl has given hiu assente The odds are against the government dodng; it, but the chance
is one we dare not risk because of the possible and I think porbable consequences. If hed



h.sn't explained them, I'm not going to toke the time nowe I' writing this at the cost
of my worming uallk, which I've given up for several wecks now and shouldn®t,

1 also am not a roack, au I supvosc my reputation has grown onto because I have
besin 50 durable. + have uweny serious problem I have bad to lay aside, and I thercfore, if
on no other basis, should uot be wasting timc. I nave a sories of court papers in a suit
to mcover 800 long owed me that I got five days ago and haven t cven looked ate indsg sy at
least, iz a measure of the suriousness with which I regard the present sit..ation.

We all heve responsibilitics to questions the Jjudgewents of all others. Ve are none
imune to error. «nd even the more irresjousible, like Yohn, do have serious purposese
{digression: Fred is up to souething even the CIIA thinks is inswne, an  that must be
really inscne, Sut if Sprague says it is crazy, can you isagine what is is? He says he has
now proven with Zapruder that the Secret Service shot JFK. I there is any tiue to be lost,
the cost ip least .hen it i that of the Crlhe saturaliy, of cours:, they didntt consult
me avout thiae Why should they, since I havo a better copy of the filz thau they can see
and have dome most work with it? But here I'm glad they didngt, because I donnt went to
waste time.) So, + have no objection to beiug checked oute Lut I do thini 1% would be
better to vegin with me and not involve others unless necessarye *f I don't satis ol'y you,
tuen go further and independently, The consequince of the advice you gave sded, and he was
right to seck advice, is that nothing has bben accomplished but the waste of time for
several people. +t has cost me better than about eight to ten hours now, anu therc are
better ways for we to spend thems This is a political not a faciuel situation, and Sylvia's
fine mind could have been of value only if she were possessed of the factual undortsanding
necessary for its working., She is note

5o, one of my purposes is to ask you if there is another such casc, and there nay
well be, amt to start in a different way. Firut ask me to explain to you. &f you had, in
this case, 1'm confident that you'd have understood, Hed would have had the indepondent
judgenent he wanted, and the time and other costs would have becn slighte

It is irvelevant whether or not Marshall ic part of any schieme, ubich I consider
the heisht of imporbability. and, unles: Sylvia misunderstood you, it is not puseiblu for
hia to huve been promised uccess exc:pt wugt is impossible, that the government told hinm
on the qete that they'll allowsm it. e can t meke formal application tor two morc weeks.

The danger is that they'll then see ho. tids can be converted inet s warvelous
mechanisn for cleansing the entire executive branch, making heros of Nixouw, u_'bcnel.L,
Kleindienst and especially Soover, the villains, and pinning full responsibility on the
Kennedyse. {ou can t be aware of the basis that has been laid, but I thinic you kxiow euough
about it. ind onc® this happens, once it starts, it i? irreversible. e denial will o.ver
have a chance to catch upe If this explanation doesn t suit you, you'll have to phonc me.

The oncother thing I'll ad:® is that this is personslly troubling to ume for two reasons:

It uncermines ay Taith in one in whom L had had boundless faith, Cyril, who may heve been but
anotlier to abuse my trust; and because from what I know, fpom our correspoandence and the
nature of the sklationshi, I thought we had, the conclusions that he is off on an egotrip,
whether or not true, is unavpidable. He has been totally silent, completely unresponsive, and
has failed to do a single thing to help me even whem he promised the sizplests ie refused %o
help with the suit for thu pictures and fended off other things. ind I appear to be the one
person he hasn't told of his i)l..,.m.’.. What surprised iiylvia., is that he has taken time to
write me. de is busy, maidns much $5+ from boing busy. He is not as preoccupied as I atly
which makes me perhaps less syuvathetic than she is. But she had just assumed he wasn't
writing ze. fhe fact is that lie answers my letters. But non-responuivicy. ¢ just tells me
how great I ame That means nothing to me, unloss I take it az a aeasure of his jurposes. She
had just soumed he was too busy to write. So, in order to reassure her on the poi.t, I am

s.nding her in this mail by august reminder to him that he hadngt provided the sizple thing
he had promised, his lettr telling mc how great I am, and not the first of tiis sort, and
uy response, not more than a ponth old and still unanswered, saying that this is not what I
was soliciting and that L don t hawe what he promised yet. Seat regards,



