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Dear Gary,

The Crafard memo =nd the excervts from Finck arrived tédsy., I euould
not resist reading the excerpts and did, imediately. It is much rors gratifying
to me thet I'1l bo sble to explain or protably than I will except to you. One
of the diffhckit meriods for me, 88 you may have gathered, hegan Wwith my acc idental
discovery in mid*november, The December $rip was agnoy and the Januery cne,
having been cancelled two deys tefore I made it, worrying snd exceedingly un-
confortable. One of those times I passed out triefly, f£a3ll against Matt's harpsie-
chord and Xnocked all thekx legs out from under it. I went down in Jemuary only
after Noo, Alcock, Oser and Bill ?? who wcorked with Oser, all phoned me from the
NOAC. I'd unpacked and when I could get the reservetion back repacked what I
thoucht might be most inportant for them to have. Osacar and Bill met me st the
alrport and I spent the rest of the day with them., It was not a pleasant day,

"for in addition to informing them of fact sthey #idn't 'mow and trying to sntici-
pete for them the probdems they'd face I also ha' to face their dectrine and their
inflexibility over it. Lly predictions were exact and correct, my ressons for

. forecasting what did hapien are those we h=ve since learned, as from Mattds jury
~cenvass, were the right ones.

Mesanwhile, in December, they hod asksd me to prepare & witness list
for them gnd what they should get fros each. I beliewe I sent you copies of all
of thenm. You will recell I inluded the auntopsy, btut as Stete rather *han defense
witnesses. Anticipating they would, ss they hed indicated, I elso took thers what
they would went for zoing over Humes, Boswell or Finck,

I did not then %row that John Nichols would be there, but in the in-
terest of his own work, I think ths spring of 19388, I met him in Washington when
he was at a Wslter Keed seminar. I took a copy of POST MOREEM snd the supporting
documents (so meny of which he is now squeezing into his own csse) snd loaned them
to nim. P is tas first person to reed PM, Hs was 3o impressed he asked i€ he
could keep 1t for study afte- he got home and I agrged. He #as -horoughly familiar
with it. I slso gave coples to Oser and Alford and ouis. I made these in N.f%. for
them, and I went over it 2nd my earlier sutopsy writing for them, for it was
obvious by the time I we: there that they would lose the case and the only benefit
the rest of us could hope for would be 2 good record, Then they decided to drop
some of their witnesses, including sutopsy, I had bot phone calls with Moo.

When 1 reed what I d1d in hte N.0. pepers I felt good for I knew they
had reed whet I'd marked in the bornks I geve them and w=hat I'd told them about
in PM~ snd I emphasized the meening I found in the Sibert-0'Meill report thet
everyone else missed (one of the ressons I am sometimes so reluctant for others
to use first what I have discovered, for Epstein, who got it inrocently, as I now
know, and through people who geve it to him slso innocently, did not understand it)

N But not until reading those pages of the transcript you sent me did
gaalize how closely they peid attention thet unplessent Sunday, how carefully

they resd what I told them to, and how well worth it those dleagreeable days

before the trisl really were, In all the peges you sent me, there is only s single

question thet does not come from what 1 gave them end ssked them to use, the one

about the newspaper story quoting Jeem Hill, Thile there is little doubt they would

have otherwiege known about scme, perhaps much of this whthout me or my work, the

fact is that the most important things theytwould not have. The psrt you sent me

iz en importent record. I will find good use for it myself, and not slone in writing.

You have no ides how closely they did heed me, the think, sfter Jim and
my leeving, I did not expect. Those parts they used from the psnel report sre the

perts I merked those wee hours the morning before the first hesring in Hallcek's
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court. That night we divided labor, Bud and Nums going over the legel brief end

I studying thepsnel report. I marksd it up in red for use the next day. You know
about Charlie War'd call at the crucisl momsnt, And how it ended our plans. Bwt

the Sunday night thet I got to N.O0. in Jenusry I foreed Numa to mect me end give

me that report, which I then begen really examiring end maricirg up enc ihe next

dey I personslly xeroxed the copies, all of which bore these markings, end sent them
to those who mosy. urgently needed them, including the patholesists, I am also now
perticulsrly gretffied thet they listern:@ to rme, ir fact geve me the sutherity to
select, their witi@sses. It 3s I who sslected Wecht, got his consent and s ckgrounded
bim, He added one Rhing I didr't understand myself, the unexsmined left hemisphers,
I wes awsre they %adn't but not of its significance,

So,veside frem belng scmothing of which there is little for me, a reward,
those few peges tbll me my declelens so hsrd to moke were all corrset, I should
have refucsed to‘be in N.0, when I 41, electing Washington sni that proceeding
insteed, spd 4id right to go basck et their importunining, selthough 1 had decided
against it. Ve will pever kmow 1f I d1d thre right thing in not geoing bhack after
the finel Hslleck procesding. I ctill belleve I 313 the right thing tc zet that
on peper, lmredietely =2nd stlll telisve I'4 heve been unheesded on meny other
things, But I 3lso scknowledge that, with Cser snd Alford having listensd so care-
fully to begin with, they might have contioued to as long as we were in privete, I
may hsve bsen wrorgz, I may heve bsea abls ¢ help buildme bettsr recorde. Now 1
wonder, however, if I had contlnusd st thet pace, how I'd havs survived 1%, with
all the temnsion '

I am anxicus £2 raad all of Fiack's testimony. Jokn nas proadsed 1t, I
find significsnce irn what is pot underlined in the prges you sznt. Therzs mey be
things I'11 undercstznd as others may not because 1 heve done mo-e work on this
then snycns eolse.

Those strsnge people. I have yet t- hear s word of thenks from anyone,

As sorn es I saw the ¢ and as in the paper I wroite Oser s letter praising what he
had done (and he earned 1t- foP until I gd+ thers he reslly knew ncthins of that
part of the csss, he also haniled other psrts, and it is smazinz to me that he both
ke~t g0 mud in mind and retrieved so much and used it so well. Those of us close
to this may not fully zppreciste what 1 regard as a reslly fine exemirnetion by him,
because he wes more handicapped then most critics will ever understend). He nas yet
to acknowledge it! I see some of the same, but much lews, in Frazler, for he is ome
of the witnesses I recommended (I even had to locate these people for them to
servel) and verbally end in writing 1 cutlined whet they should seek., The ocdd
thing legelly ie that it is much better for them to heve bYeen defense witnesses,m
for it gives more legsl weight to whet dild come from them.

Bud is coming here scme "8y this week., I'll give him what younsent ms
for me to copy &and ses if he '11 meke copies for both of us snd return thew originels
t0 you. In order to avoid forgeeting syything, I'm keeping scuch things in the
envelope in which you send theme I em tired, snd I am irying to teke better care
of myself, end I do keep working while trying to figure cut for mysolf whetever the
hangup that is esusing this nerve thing may be or what tensicn 1z ceusitive, if one
13, or what combination, so I want to restrict work to production. More than ever
I pow want to return to PMII, and I'll have to begin by reading what I have done
end what I have yet to write up. The chief resson he is coming is tc near & long
phone eall 1 nag yesterdey from s strange bedfellow, but ws sre alsc going over
whet he is about %o do for me with ths govermment, I know you sre concermed about
my helath, and I glve you tho assurance thet I am not pushing myself now, lay down
when I feel tired (took two naps today before 1 p.m., but began with a vigorous
walk in these hildis becauss the air is toc cool for swimmingl), get into the pool
three~-four times a say snd usually Just lay in the sun z half hour to an bour once
4 dsy, thinking and listening to the radlo news, and I am getting to bed easrlier

and truing to sleep later, Excuse heste. #nother letter must get out today. Best,



