"‘; Republlcans ,'Blamed

1 wnpmv at a bridal shower for Anna Sandhu Ray B

- nor's expense on the day before the ‘elections;: knowlng '

. For Invltz'ihon Hoa

NASHVILLE ‘(APY = Offlcial-appeari gﬂinvl tmiqm
have been sent for a bridal reception at Goy. Ray Blantoi
mansion Tuesday night for 'James Earl Ray’s new bride. lt. :
yun received one, !orget it, 3

" Jim Gilchrist, press séﬁretary for'the Democratia Bov-" 5
; ernor, sald Monday the whole thing isa Repubchan hoax. i
"He dldn‘j thlnh it was parttcularly funny ¢

* The. invnaﬂons printed on stationery*bearing the &
 #tate seal, printed obviously at great expense, read: “The
governor and Mrs. Ray Blanton request the pleasure of [

. the seventh of November at eight 0 clock Curus-
! leod Lane." L. s i ;

" The Rays were married Dct; 13 at Brushy Muuntain 3
&m Penitentiary at Petros, where Ray is serving a 99-year i
setitence for the April 4; 1968, slaying in Memphis of cml ;

rights leader Martin Luther' ng

Mrs, Ray, from Knuxville. has WOrked‘_ _
gourtroom artist for television stations, ...

In a telephone interview, Gilchrist said 'Whoever {
seni the Invitations was trying to get alnugh at'the gover- P

that the media would fall all over 1hem$elves to report it,”
Gilchrist said in a telephone interview. ] havq 1o, ldeq 1
how many of the Invitations were sent; but they ﬂm.}en'entA i
ly were directed at & pretty diverse group of people.” "'k
The matter Is beang investlgated ' Gil- :
christ saidy i .



