Dear Mr. Slaten, 8/23/91

Thanks for your interesting letter. The books herewith.

That Clay Shaw's father and Lee Harvey Oswald's grandfather were mambers ol the same
rural ghurch at the same time is interestiéng. It is one of life's many coincidences.

You misunderstood what I said about conspiracy theories and there is no contradiction
between what I said and proving that there had been a conspiracy.

What I said about the theories is that they are all unproven, almost all not really
reasonable, and that they deceive and mislead the people. Because the crime was never
really investigated officially means that there are no real leads to be followed. But
those advancing these conspiracy theories pretend that they solve the crime, Fof the most
part the books advancing theories as realigy present no evidence to prove that there in
fact had been a conspirucy.

Proving that there was a conspiracy is a matter of fawt, not of theory, and I use
the official evidence to prove that there was a cpmapirafy.

However, I do not theorize who did it.

I hope this clarifies it for you. =
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Claude R. Slatowm

Bax 8341

. Clinton, LA 7a732
August 19, 1931

Mr. Harcld Weisberg
Route 12, Dld Receiver Road
Frederick, MD 217a1

Dear Mr. Weisbeyrng,

Thank you wvery much for talking with me over the phone a couple
of weeks agce. I have received yocur crder blamk in the mail, arnd
I have enclosed my check for $22.45 for the two books

"Photographic Whitewash” and "Past Mortem”. Please send thewm to

mEe as5 SO0 a5 you can.

Mr. HWeisberg, I warnt you to know how much I respect your work
concerning the assassination. It has taken a lot of courage and
commitment on the part of you and, I'm sure, your wife to
continue your work in the face of =2 many cbstacles.

If you would be willing to bear with me for a few minutes, I
wauld like to tell you about my interest in the assassivatiom. I
was jJust past my l1lith birthday when it happermed and it made a
tremendous impression on me. Later I could mot urderstarnd why
there was sc much mystery surrounding the circumstances of the
assassirnation and I have spent a goad bit of my spare time cover
the years studying it. It was your book "Whitewash I" that first
made me realize that there were sericus doubts about what really
happened in Dallas and why.

I did wmot become really serious about it umtil several months
ago whern two events happered. First,; 0Oliver Stome's crews filmed
part of his rew movie on the assassinatiorn here in Clinton. This
brought dut several of the pecple wha had testified at the
Garrison trial, who begar telling their stories to pecple all
over sgain. T
Second, coincidentally, I was workimng on the publicatiorn of a
book of church minutes at the time. I have published several
boohks of records of interest toc genealogists and historian over
the last 1@ years; arnd about 1 1/2 years agoe I was proud to get
the cpporturity of tranmscribing the minutes of arm old Baptist
church about 3@ miles rmorth of here (in Mississippi) called
Ebensezer Baptist Church. Founded in 1886, it is one of the
cldest continucusly—operating churches of any denomimation in
Miss. An additiomnal incentive is that one of my arcestors,
Sclomon Morgan, was a member of the church in 1829,



While tramscribing these minutes, I came across the mname of a
member "Horatic N. Shaw". At the time I had a fleeting thought
that there might be a conmection betweern this Shaw and Clay
Shaw; who I krnew had beernr born in Kentwocod, La., not far from
here, but I told myself, "Naaa...couldn't be" and I passed cver
it. Shortly after that I was loamned a book of the germealcagy of
certain families of Amite Courty, Miss., ard East Feliciana
Parish, La., and to my amazement the authocr demomstrated that
this Horatio N. Shaw was Clay Shaw's father! This caused me to
be curicus about Horatic, and while readirng the minutes I was
further shocked to see that one of the fellow church members of
the Shaws was a John Oswald and his wife.

_HWell, it tuns out that John Oswald had a son Robert Edward Lee

Oswald whose son was Lee Harvey Oswald. What this mearns is that
Clay Shaw's father arnd Lee Harvey Oswald’s grandfather were
members of the same church at the same time. Ta me, this put an
interesting rmrew slant on the relationmship between Lee Oswald and
Clay Shaw as propournded by Jim Garrisom.

I am on vacation fros my Job for the next twoe weeks, arnd I am
planming to do research toa write an article concerming Shaw,
Oswald, and a reinterview of the Garrison witnesses here in
Clinton. Several have indicated that if they are physically able
they will be glad to do taped interviews with me.

Mr. Weisberg, I confess I was a little confused by what you said
o the phone, arnd if you would be willimg to expand a little
bit, I sure would appreciate it. You said yocu had absclutely no
belief in the “conspiracy theories” and yet the ad you sent me
states that in your boock "Post Mortem” there are documents
“proving a2 conspiracy“. I probably misurderstood ycu, and I
probably will find cut more about your views after I get your
books, but I hope you understand why I am curious.

Irn any case, &gain thanks for your work over the years, and
please krmow that there are many, many pecople cut here who
appreciate your work and who believe that the truth of what
happened and why is something thg world should hnow.
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Claude B. Slaton
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