RUSK SAYS HUNGER
'THRBATENS PEACE

ﬁllﬁ?.é‘énate Unit U.S. Must
"'-".'.9[%?9“ Poorer Nations
Iy : .
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. 'Ml to The New York Times

~IWASHINGTON, March 7—
elary of State Dean Rusk

e
on
Aygness of advanced. nations to]
UMD less developed countires;
ed their own people. .o
"% “It has been a long time sincel
a nation’s requirements for food
has been made the basis of a
policy of aggression,” the Sec-
getary said.-“But there is a very
real relationship between hun-
j NGspolitical stability.
ess we act now ‘to )
jlem of hunger we may
f act later to prevent
jrom  seizing the food

the ability and will-;

fee. He urged approval
| Administration’s” $3.3-
year Food for Freedom

Br for which President
John has asked a five-year
ddva authorization.

ace between food and

pop b in the underdevel-|!
oped ntries is a critical one,”|:
Mr. BMsk told the committee. | ;
. He d that, “unless curbed,” !
the "“MMsent trend” toward de-|’
&l per capita food produc-|°

tion uld become a serious

ecretary encountered
questioning by Sen-
J. Ellender, isi-
ocrat who is the com-
airman. Mr. Ellender
began by saying that “a mighty

g will have to be made
befo can support this legis-
Tati

Mr.  Ellender particularly
nted to know. whether the

n in the Secretary of Agri-
jfiture his present authority to
with what countries the
te Department might nego-|:
itiate food aid agreements and
iwhat commodities they would
“receive. . . . :

¢ As drafted by the Administra-
=tion the proposed bill gives the
7Secretary of Agriculture exclu-
~sive authority to determine
*whether United States food re-
“serves are sufficient for food
‘ald shipments. But responsibil- .
ity for determining questions of|
‘Reed and eligibility of recipient| ;
_gountries is vested in afn in;ie:; B
departmental group of whic
.the Secretary of Agriculture is|
‘a member, . C ;
The State Department would

‘be in charge of negotiating ac-
tual agreements with less de-
*veloped ct_)untri'eAs. concgr'qing. the| .

st 4 it oo

sterms and conaiuons or tne tood
-aid, including the nature and
Bcope of self-help required. -

#¢The State Department along |’

‘With the Agency for Interna-
; ' Development would also
-participate in the determinati
of food aid needec by various
ountries. P
' Freeman Interpretation

* This general: understanding
:appeared challenged by Secres
itary of .Agriculture Orville L.
-Freemax in responding to ques-
ons bgr the House Agriculture
ommittee recently. Asked who
'was tozbe in charge of the Food

ifor Freedom program, he sdid|!

J¢I am, .
© Then came the President’s

b«clarification order of last Fri.

rday designting Secretary Rusk
ras “director” of all overseas op-
werations affecting two or more
{Government departments .in-|,
:stead of “coordinator” as here-|.
‘tofore. .
f= The White House statement
i8aid the President’s action “does
inot affect in any way the statu-
‘tory responsibilities” “of key:
!Government officials or their|
-Telations with Congress. By way|*
-of illustration, it said the Food|:
‘for Freedom program would
~“remain the responsibility of the
"Department of Agriculture.”
' Despite prodding by Senator
Ellender, however, Mr. Rusk re-
fused to accept a stipulation in
the legislation that “the Secre-
tary of Agriculture shall have :
authority to determine the na-
tions wit which agreements. fon
food aid] shall be negotiated.”
‘As the witness put the matter:
2 “I don’t differ with the merits
‘of your suggestion so much as
“with the procedure it suggests
i—which is to say that I have
ybeen long schooled. to consult
'the Bureau of the Budget be-|-
.fore commiting myself on pro-
,cedural questions.”

.. Senator Ellender told the Sec-
‘retary that his committee did
‘not want the State Department
'saying what ought to be done
(in agriculture.”

£ The committee chairman also
‘complained that the proposed
:bill had eliminated a number of
,worthwhile safeguards of the
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‘present law that expires Dec, 31.
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