| Johann Rush 5/21/82
i Battiesburg, lMias. 39401
i Dear Johann,
i Glad to get your long letter of the 23rd todays I'll go through it again and
& provide what information and help I can. First and explanations please excuse the

haste and typos because my woridng days are now more limiteds I lost yesterday
beoauwitmtmdayofwmﬂarmtmmthawmmmmtalforﬂn
regular check, I lose overy morning from work becuuse I have to go to a loeal mall,
where I can walk and then, when I must, alt until I can walk again. When I returned
today I hud to drive my wife arlund on errands.

There is ni local means of duplicaiing any motion pleture film, I am reluctant
to send 4t out of town but when nof other possibdlity exists, maybe we caa run that
risks The cost ia about 30¢ a foot for duplicating, and I'm assurdng that old-tinme
regular 8 ma can be duplicated. .

There also are many FAL reports pertaining o such films as Hartin's and Doyle's.
in fac , I'vé a rat her large file pertaindng to Oswald's literature distribution. So,
parhaps you'd want to coumo here some tine, make notes or coples of what intorests you,
ond exarrine the movies on my old but last I used %i very gooR Bolex projectér or
with the editor?

I'11 help vou in any way I can, rogmedloss of whether o- nos I azroowith what

~ you beliove or are doing.

last tiue J wrote Jesse Core ho didn't anawera. I don't know if ho 4s 541l
alive or whether somotidng or souebody twmed him offe He was very kind and as helpful
as ho could be and I 1iked him, But from Haurk lupe to the F3I, thers has been much
badmoutidng. I suprose 4t is possible that sone of the nasty stuff ususily distorted or
operaly fabricfited end untrue resched hime. 2 can give you a desaription of one of the
men with svald, gther ihan Steelo, #ad how he wesx involvod. fe may remcmbor when
he saw hinself 4n footage that no longer exists at WDSU. The WUSU footagef I have is
identical with what B11 Tumer got from you.

I gave Planer my word I'd not show what he let me get duplicated at Penamerican
to Garrison, but when you lot Tumer have it, he sent it to “arrison amx! Garrison
made a big thing of having mé come in for the showing. Thet is how I knowe He also
had young Stecle, then a larine 1t. home on leave, in for that shouwing.

And tlda 4o the origin of the wntruo report that it shows Shawe I was thero when
Gamson claimedhe could mek Shaw out , walidn! alongside the Camp Sie side end then,
allegodly, disappearading through a door I later learmed could not be opened from the
otrect cide.




There io confirmation for your belief that you enlarsed only 6 or 7 different
frames, modedng a total of 17 prints. I have seen the 17 figure used in reports, maybe
Secret Serviece reports, and I know very well that L have meen repeated refer-nce to
UL agents showlng six different plotures to people t ey intervicwed.Only the FiI has
not produced six differsnt primts from the film and that is at issue in an FOIA case
in court for four years. They've just recentldy clalmmed total complimnce in that case
endl'mméiaputndthw.ﬂmlgoﬂmtghwwletmmlwaddmm.%em
is no doubt that the FEL could end did malke prints. They tried to stay away fron all
they could, in the sinply and practical belief iz that each picture presented a new
problen as tiey tried to avold all they could avoid. Oswald's associates is one of the
arocas of persistent avoidances For example, in additiln to pleture., thoy found a
fingerprint not Oswald's on literature he alone, supposedly, distibuted, when he
- plcketed the carrier Wasp at the Dumcfine St. wiarf. I've never badn able to get the
identificatione. .
 Inmy own interviews I learhed of others with Ommld at tho ITH and elsewhere.
&tﬂmacmm.Ittdnk.mwastha“euﬂrlmleaderot&lpba-ﬁﬁ.mmm
source. Ho then wan chief mechenic for the Fiat place on Baronne. elntermadh
Honis He told me that he hiprened to be drivihg past end ho saw Ommald® in that
operation. “ said that not only did Omaddh have other sssociates, they also had an
old car that was at, porhaps dn part of tho dviveway of, a narking lot across the siroot.

I have aotes on all of this tub can't get at them conveniently. The suy who
ouned th Fiat agency vwes J.Be Vola, who also was an ariist,

Garyison wiso pot suveral reports of a man talding still pie of Heweid. Those
reporta describe bis appearamce roushly as under Hoover FEI agents dressed. I do
not recall any thal did not pluco him on Canal St. end do not recpll whether it was
at the tlme of the arrost. I think et Jeast somo placed Oswald norr Weterbmy's and
not a% the monent of his arrests

Ogwald made muny rore dewmonstrations that the FAL alloued itself o meport end
soue of oy soruces who were no at all relustant also wore 1in cowrcos.

4t sore podnt in the fubtwe I'11 retwm to that writing but I have no roluchance
in letting you laiow this so that perhaps you may be able to do with 4% what T now can'te

Oswald is not the one who pickedithe leafleta up at the Jenes Prin¥ing Co. I
intorviwedl)ouglaajmea about thi +twice, separated by more than a year, snd he was
1045 conoistent, Ho losy his 1ife dwring Hurricane Camille, as I recall i, Howaver,
Oswald did bave those leailots, so there is .n associate not sccowmtad for by the FII,
In Omundd in Hew Oxlogng I have the Fiil reports to the Warven Cormdssion, giving the

fuszoed-gvor n'ha‘-: the FUI indtially reportedithis and the deliberat: a.nd untruthiul
corruption kf the feild foports by FBINQ in wvhat it gae: the Courdssione.



All: the poople the Fil intorviewed re the Doyle film said that thore was one
partioular and conspicucus Osald associate. iy recollcofion is that Osvald was handing
out the leaflets and this othur man was narching with a signe

o of the nen who can be identified in your still the Commission used are a
Japansse naned Ehara and ohn Alice, who had an export or iuport business. Othors
who were there then are tha guy with blueprints onder this arms, from the rental
company in Hemphis, Blookfield (maybe his name is “awrence) and his friend who
wos then an assistant manager at the Roosevelt. I have the RemeesJust don't remcmbor,

Barbara Redd thougitshe rocognized e young man in the Hertin film. I've forgotten
the name she gave me but againm have it in notes so:-aw}m;

One of the provocative entries in Osvald's adireasbock is Vern Rotitman, with
unlisted numbar{s), How did ho knov ebout Rottmen and how did ho get unlisted -
nunber(s)? I'm not aware of any checking of this, oven by Carrisons

. Mre. Cerniglia, then with Cuban Catholic REXXXE Reliof, is aware of the many
tinos Cubens complained to her about Osvald's (otherwise wnreported) picketing and
I8 leaflsttings Hor husband wee a dictors Think her name wao Elise.

Vhere the FHI made a big thing out of Oswald's leaflets being found on Fine
é‘t- and triod 4o comnectk it with Professor Reismaan (who refused o talk %o zs),
they Tevpnt o mesdion that those leaflats were found nenr Kant Court nev's.

Befipomen wos & block awale

Thinlz Rooseveld Holel man naned lick Pslmiaszano.

0f cnurse vou know Usloras fiecley. seese siid you Junched with her that day. She
had left H.Ce By tho tiue I could do any cheallng,

If mome comes o mdnd, I'1l interrunt following your letters

Un the FSI's clainm that thoy can't malte covies of the VISU'filn, or your own
work, for yon, they know better boecanse they foreced me to iitigate that questicn and
L post them in a precedent decision by the D.C. court of appeals. There thoy made this
clain for aome pix to which Time, Ince.s claimed the rights. Yhe court upheld the lcwer
cour  and ordered thom to provide the pix, which they then dide. I swyeat that if
you remind them that thelr providing coples of pict wes for scholarly use does not
end any copyright rights and eite my decimion, while zerdnding them thut Fou ave the
photog and have your own copy they mey back downe. If you have not ap.eelsd, I sugiost
that you do this in an ap cales Of course, in this I moun to make the request off the
FUI rathsy than 8rcldvese I read too fast and didn't roalize that you'd made the
requeat of the dArchives. Send tho roquest to both FLIIY in D.C. zip 20555, and to tho
e0. Tield office. Al30 Dallas Fa0e, and for all the piz you swunte Tell them that

thege filma are recorded a3 in their postession and in sore dnptances in the "hulldea"
in reocomds provided to ue. Aslk thenm also to check the Fil's reading woam,



-

You misht even tell them that the H.0. film was duplicated for the FII at
Panamerizan, They did melke copies of the Doule and “artin films but I'm not certain
this was done at Panamericans

I have no need for a videotape of the WDSU film and as indicated abovek you can
hawwpd.eaofutmtlrnwﬂmcmﬁgmoutamrenw.Iloatthaﬁmtoopy
Wmnmmmdbecm 1 was apyrehensive, I had tvwo copies of the Hartin
£iln made in Minneapolis =nd as I feare! one never reached me.

I'd be intorested in prints of other than Steel and O:wald do I con study them
and have them, for file., The name White does not ring a bell.

Theore was a young man whose name I récall as “ruce, last name beginmdng with "A,"
who had some association with Oswald then. His father would not speak to me and after
what the father told me, I did not look the kid up. He apparently flipved out and had
ba get inatitutional peychiatric care after the assassination. In 1969 he had Just

-mmzmmmmmnw%m Thé father feared that any

questloning ndght cause a relapse. Hemdmthermapmﬂyaaaocﬁahdtha
medical need with the assassination and Oswalde

I did not know that Ed Planer was not in the WDSU news dept in 1963 and perhaps
I was confused or he was on when he looked at the film in the Yoviedla, but I'm cortain
that he and Jesse both confirmed that Jesse is not in it, as he isn't in what was
duplicated for me. Haybe it was after Carrison started upe I nover met “oporan end
when I mot Gifford he had moved to the AXC station, I think Channel 11. We never talked
about that. Hé was clearly antagonistic in any event.

Glad to know that the splicing was at WDSU immediately after the assasaination.
Iﬁd.dnntlmwﬂﬂwﬂhadhamledtohelimothSMEa.

The Archives BSEAZE have two coples of this f£ilm, one from the Secret Service,
@hdch I exardned, and porhaps that of tho FBI, if it gove a copy to the Commission.

Your recoll.ection is exactly what Jesse Core told mo, in gmocter detoil, about
his being in youwr footaze. Perhaps it is sa you suzmest later, that he was in the
outtakes and they were not kept.

I've nover seen "Executive Action.”

The FBI had and used six of your blowups fonfmactly the surpose ysu rocall,
showing them to posaible wiimessea for identications. I've not gotten any yet and
an trying to in this lawsuit I mentioned. All pim are within that litigation, that
is, NaOfwan: Dallas, an' the ave holding out and lyinge I may use the info you
provide in this effort,.

With regard to the bocks, I'll enclose a price list. It docs not include
"Osweld In dew Orleans," wideh I did not publish mysclf and which is out of print,



Mary Fervell tolls me it is bringing fansastic orices. The only way I can provide a
copy is by xerox. I have to get $21.00 for that, including postage and insurance, and
it represents no profit because of the cost and inconvenience of commercial xeroxing
heres I have a couple that I had made several years ago that I've not been letting:
peoplo knov I h ve. You can have one if you want it but I'd be just as hapmy if vou
can find a copy and do your own oroxing,.

Perm is well intended but he's been paranoid for ycarse. I've not seen hin
since about 1968. Hesays I'm a 6IA ngent! Yon't lmow if he still belioves it.

Don't lot it get to you this way and there is no reason why it should. Even
if strange and unaccountable things @ hap;en, as they have to me often enough.

I've a great interest in Oswald in New Orleans and most of uy work theve was
in trying to trace his eareers there, as a boy and after he retwmed. I did not
work for Garrison, as the popular fiction has it, andl often we werc at logerhoads.
I had no real intercst in Shaw and paid no attention to the proseccution wniil it
was going to courts When I learned what the "case" was I disassociated myself from
ity told Garrison ho'd loso and deserved to and left NeD. While the NYMumes has me
sitting st the counssl table (I'd agreed nuch earlier to be the Yealet Flaza exvert)
in fact I was never in the courtroonm and never laid eyes on Showe

lpwevor, anything you learn gbout Oswald and his asscciates would interest me
becanse at sore time I still hope to return to that and a book about him,

MY copdes of PEL files are much to0o extensive for you to read them all but if
yéu do coue here I have the (unknown) FBI Dellas index and by means of it you can
locate all the records on those listed in ite Also, as I read this incrodibly large
collection of records, I made duplicate copdes of some for subject filing. I have
these in folders by name, With sone subject breakdowns under Bsuald and otherse
Bhat I got bafore getitdng these FEI files is also filed gy nwme and subject and
can be retrieved without foo much troubles I ma handicapped in filo searcihdng
because of compiicatdona follouin: successful surgery ao I can't offer 4o fio it
for you because I can't keep up with my own needs,

If you haven't spoken to Sal Pangeca you might ask him if he ever looked into
Omvpld and what he founds I suspect they looked into Banister also.

If Jack Frazier is still around (he had the Quorum cofiee club) he may hove
sone copies of Oswald in New Orleans. He had a smell paperback dist-ibution business
and he did male an offort to distribut: the book when Louisiana Hews refu ed and
tried to prevent any other distiibuticn,

Good luck!



Johenn Williem Rursh

P.O. Box 583
Hattlesburg, MS 39401
(601) 545-8789

May 23, 1982

Harold Weisberg
7627 0ld Receiver Rd.
Frederick, Md 21701

Dear Harold:

I'm sorry for the long delay in answering your questions. My research
on this entire project began just last year, and I've been working night
and day trying to catch up.

I've been back to New Orleans several times to interview some of
the people who met Oswald in the summer of 1963, There were certain
events that I remember vividly, and I wanted to compare my recollections
with those of others.

I have also been trying to obtain films from the National Archives.
I wanted to get a copy of the WDSU footage to see what scenes might
be missing. But you know, they won't meke a copy for me unless I obtain
written permission from WDSU! The station wes sold several years ago
and the news staff has changed since 1963. I'm having trouble obtaining
that letter. This burns me up because if it had not been for my making
six copies of the original WDSU film, the Archives might not have a
copy at alll

Your discovery of the Martin/Doyle films was brilliant. I learned
about it from Earl Golz. I had heard rumors about the Canal Street
films for years, but I knew that no local news cameramen or reporters
were on the scene there.

I have tried to obtain a copy of the Doyle film from Doyle, but he
seems to have dreams that "60 Minutes" will call him up some day to offer
a million dellars for the original, so he's not giving out any copies.

I tried getting a copy from the FBI but they said they don't have
any film by "Martin" end they are no longer giving out copies of the
"Doyle" footage. They also said that they "can't f£ind" the WWL or the
WDSU footage!

Could I possibly trade a video tape copy of my WDSU film for a
copy of your Doyle and Martin films? I'll pay whatever the printing
cost would be. My WDSU copy is intact and is exactly what went on the
air each day the three different clips were filmed. I can give you a
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Beta or VHS tape copy, and if you would like, I could still-frame some
of the scenes to show you the frames I made still photos of back in
1963. . :

By the way, have you discovered the "lUth man" in my Trade Mart
film? You know that Oswald was there with at least two other people
handing out leaflets, but there was a fourth young man with him that
day. He kept his back to the camera, and I don't think he handed
out any leaflets, but he seems to have been a friend of the "unidentified
young man" because they stood together, they talked to each other, and
when the "unidentified young man" left the scene, the "lth man" walked
off down the street with him.

Could this be the "bth men" Oswald mentioned in CE 937 Have you
noticed the last page of Oswald's address book the names of "White" and
"Steele"? Could "White" be the unidentified young man?

Here is a list of films, recordings, and still photos that were
made of Oswald in New Orleans (as best as I can tell). As you see, I
shot two of the news films, and I was present when the other two were
shot. I have no idea as to who that "older man" might have been.

DOYLE FIIM Brm Canal St. Aug. 9
MARTIN FILM 8mm Canal St. Aug. 9
¥ "OLDER MAN" stills Canal St. Aug. 9
RUSH FIIM 1 6mm Courthouse Aug. 12
(wDsu)
RUSH FILM 16mm Trade Mart Aug. 16
(wWDsu)
O"CONNER FILM 16mm Trade Mart ' Aug. 16
(wWL)
STUCKEY AUDIO 35 Min. WDSU Radio Aug. 17 (only about
INTERVIEW 5 Min. was
' . aired)
RADIO DEBATE 20 Min. WDSU Radio Aug. 21
LATA FIIM 16mm sound WDSU TV Aug. 21
(WDsu)

¥ According to Doyle
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I have read over the interview I had with Paul Hoch and I find it to
be quite accurate. What I'll try to do here is answer the new questions
you asked.

You said that Ed Planer ran my film for Jesse Core "as soon as Oswald
figured in the Dallas news," and that the scene of Core was not in the film
as of 1968. I don't understand this. Ed Planer was not in the news
department in 1963 and could not have been in a position to show the film to
Core at that time. Someone such as Corporon, Gifford, or one of our news
reporterg could have shown the film to Core, but Planer could not have done
it in 1963. -

Also, Planer would have no knowledge of what happened to the film
in 1963. Within minutes after Oswald was picked up and the report went
out over national radio and TV, someone in our news room quickly located
the three different clips we had on Oswald. They were spliced together and
aired within a couple of hours. That night we "fed" a video tape of the
film to NBC via cable.

I remember that I was in the WDSU news car with Jim Kemp when we first
heard Oswald's name over NBC radio. Jim called the newsroom and talked
to Mary Grady, our "editorial researcher." I can't remember if Mary said,
"We already have it," or, "We're already looking for it." Jim had asked
her about our Oswald film. Anyway, the film was found within & few minutes
and it never left the newsrcom. The video tape duplicate was made right
away, and my six copies were made a couple of days later.

A day or so after the assassination, I asked John Corporon if I
could take the original film to Pan American to have copies made. He agreed.
I hand-carried the film and ordered three negatives and three positives. The
theory was that if the positive and the original became scratched over the
Years, the negatives would survive.

I took one positive and one negative for myself. My positive has some
scratches, but my negative has never been unrolled. What I have is exactly
what went on the air originally.

It is possible that the original film went back to the lab several
other times and that at some point scenes were removed. This is why I
wanted to get a copy of the Archives film.

I have always believed in open public records and I thought that the
making of the copies of the film and the still blowups for the feds was
my little contribution to history (I was quite naive in 1963).

1

If I remember correctly that Jesse Core was the P.R. man for the Trade
Mart, then I believe I have a scene of him looking over one of Oswald's
leaflets in front of the Trade Mart.

Regarding the debate "film," there was no film taken of the debate
itself. Bill Slatter interviewed Oswald on film after the debate. Mike
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Lala shot this, but I was standing just to the right of the camera. Something
was wrong with Mike's camera that day so he used mine. You will remember that
Oswald wrote that we made a "3-minute newsreel" of him. I remember vividly
that he asked us after the filmed interview "how long" it had been. Mike
told him that it was "one roll of film" which lasted "about 3 minutes." This
was a common question and this was our standard answer. However, the film was
edited down to about a minute that went on the air.

Ed Butler is supposed to have filmed a "reinactment" of the debate
some months after the assassination, but only he, Bringuier and Slatter
were present.

I have read that Clay Shaw witnessed the Trade Mart leafleting, but
T know for sure that Shaw was not on the street in front of the Trade Mart.
If he witnessed it, it might have been from a Trade Mart office window. I
was specifically looking for Shaw that day because it was usual practice to
shoot some film of any "high official" of any building or company that was
being picketed. In other words, had Oswald leafleted at City Hall, I would
have been looking for the mayor to shoot some film of his reaction.

Regarding "outtakes', all of these were thrown away each day the
film was shot and aired. This was common practice at WDSU. It is remotely
possible that someone at WWL saved their outtakes, but I don't see why they
would have done so.

There is a chance that people have been confusing my film with Mike
O'Conner's film over the years. If you see the movie "EXECUTIVE ACTION" you
will see some of my film and some of Mike's film spliced together. Then,
if you later see just my film, you would think that some of the scenes are
missing, when actually only the WWL scenes are missing.

I don't recall how many stills I made for the feds, but 17 sounds about
right. As I told Paul Hoch, I made only a few stills on Nov. 22, in an
attempt to sell some to the wire services. But I did not have a good
close-up of Oswald, so it was Mike O'Comner who sold his stills. -

When the feds came by the statiop. a day or so later, Corporon mentioned
my stills to them. I can't remember which, but either the 5S or FBI (or
both) wanted additional stills from the Trade Mart film. They said they
wanted to try to identify the "people with Oswald." I was surprised that these
agencies apparently didn't have the facilities to make the iblowups themselves.

I selected about six or seven different movie frames and made all my
blowups from them. So, I made 1T blowups from only about six or seven
different frames. In other words I made some duplicetes rather than 17
different blowups of 17 different frames.

I just recently found a small 4 X 5 blowup that I remember printing
back in 1963. It was one of my "rejects" because it was fuzzy and didn't
show faces very well.
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It seems as if those "17" stills I made got passed around all over
the place. Three of them turned up in the Warren books with Bringuier's
name and Pizzo's name connected to them.

I have no idea if Mike O'Conner gave any blowups to the feds (except
for that one that is published in the Warren Report). I assume that they
went to see him at WWL, but I've never checked this out.

So, I hope I have been of some help. Please let me know if I could
get a copy of the Martin and Doyle films.

Also, I would like to buy copies of your books. I've got only the
original "WHITEWASH" published by Dell. Let me know what else you have
and what you would charge for copies.

Let me know if I can provide you with any other information. As far
as my "point of view" is concerned, it has changed many times over the
years. But I'm really just now getting started on some serious research.

I am not very impressed with Penn Jones. When I met him in Dallas last
November, he had an 18 year old girl friend. I know a lot of men who would
say there were . two dozen gunmen in Dealey Plaza if they could attract an

18 year old girl friend!

When I got back to my motel room that night, abound midnight, the
phone rang and the man at the desk said I had a caell. When he put the
call through there was only breathing on the other end, then they hung
up. I called my wife back here in Hattiesburg and learned that someone
had just called her to find out where I was staying in Dallas. She gave
them my motel number. That night I placed all my luggage up against the
door and windows. I didn't sleep very well that night. The next day
I got to thinking that I had given out my name and home phone to several
researchers, so one of them was probably just checking to be sure I was
who I said I was. I guess all that is called paranoial

W
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A=R=0 Street Agitation

I am experianced in Street agitatlon having done it in New Orleans in con-
nectiou with the F.2.C.C. On Aug. 9 1963 T was accousted by three nnti-Castro
Cubans and was arrested for “enusing a disturbance” I was interrogated by
intelligence section of New Orleans Police Dept. and held overnight being balled
out the next morning by relatives I subsenly was fined 10.% charges against
the three enbans were dro ped=ry e ud go.

On Aug 16 T organized (@ four man POC demonstration in front of the Inter-

national trade mart. in New Orleans This demonstration was filmed by WDSU- L
TV and shown on the 6:00 news, — g W
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Student Revolutionary Divectoret delegate in New Orleans, This Debate was

It broadeast at 6:05 to 8:30 August 21, 1903 after this program I made & 8 minute
. T.V. newsreel which was shown the next fday (August 22.)
I recived ndive, direction and liternture from V.T. Lee National Director of

) LS the Fair Play for Cuba Committee of which T am A member, At my own expense
—On August 17 I was invited by WDSU-Radio to fappedr on the august 17 radio W~ 1 had printed “Hands off Cnba” handbills nnd New Orleans braneh membership
programn Latin Amerfean Tocus at 7:%0 PM  The moderator wna Bill mEEG.xG. M«.._,l ). Blanks for the F.P.C.0. Loeal,
s to me for half an hour about FPCC afttitudes and opions,.~ € ,»%
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sram 1 was invited (o fike paat in a riulio debjate between

Buttler of “Inen” anti communist proganda organization representive and
Curlos =_..w Culinn exile

Comanssion Bxinmry M—Cantinms

A, Letter from V, T, Lee
B. FI'CC membership enrd

Cossission Bxnnar 9 —~Conlinmned
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Rear fiyleaf 12
Stanislay Shushkevich —Teachers
Aleksandr Rudenchek (or Rubenchek)
P. Vorosholov (7)—Teachers
Protilimsky (7)
Khill Dit (?) near movie 938_.
“Pobeda™
(Possibly meaning “near the Pobeda movie theater™)
Rosa (woman's name) House 130
Apt. 8
Karla Oginknetn (Liebknecht 7) Street (?)
Sweant shirt—48
Elis
Lida 82109 (woman's name and phone number)
Marin - 3-38-53 (womnn’s name tnd phone number),
Apt, 20 House (sic)
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