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@ Recorded Serial in 105-82555 and was indicated for filing in another FBIEQ file at the

l& Whatitseemstoddduptoisthatthesameﬂswaldwashaslongboensuapec‘hedd_

Fohana Rush withholdings - Oswald w h s Onbesso
An inportant New Orleans matter not reflected in any NO FO file I've peen 45 a Not

time the memo was written on 11/8/68, 62-109060. This involves me in two different vays,
which I'll explain, The withholding is of the public domain and is laughable because the
geme information is repeatedly disclosed in NO FO files. I made subject copies and can
cite two of these many, 89-69—114 and 186, The withholding is of the name Jolmm Rmh.

Throughout this memo Branigan refers to Rush not as the source but as thb ":lnfomant.

This has many meanings, one that many relav?ant records m‘withheld. This neans

. Fea

FBIHQ, MO and San Francisco, perhaps also the Shreveport office.

It also tends to addmeamngtohowsommnuahmattbemuommmouf”
Oswald that later had such great significance and how Oswald had unlia'l:ed pboaaa»foc{_
personnel of the TV statx.on in his address book, as I recall also a connectimui

advertising/ public relations agencye

ving an FBI connection, & matter supposedly :thvestigated by the Comnission, just hap e
knowhowtolgethimSelfTVcoverageandofalltlﬂ.nssbyan!’BIinformaut.l‘histm :
1% WIthEETAyfTon the Commiseion, which was to investigate and report on all, with the FB;,:,,
a% its major investigative arms ’ . ‘
._.\ Explenatlons: whgtever the afficial mythologles, if eny, my work in New Orleans L

:l.nclud»ed no investigations o lay Shaw, My interest was Oswald. 1 considered vhat I hter

learned, that it was inevitable for Shaw to have been an FBI and CIA source (if not more).

 1 regard this as proper for one in his position, given the nature of the ITM, Suppose for

example that someone had tried to assassina‘:'—u Sowoza when he came to N.O.? The rm 0‘40

vas a first-rate source of important and legitimate commercial and industrial intelligence.
Having no means I stayed where 1 could, I've told you about Matf Hemﬁ. There was

also a college lit. professor, also a political informent for the FEL, named Jobn Jile

Joerge I kne® he was en informant when I used his hideaway, not his home. It was on _

-nober;:o:x‘;?ptown N.0. (No récords provided from N.0.FO files although Comndssion )

records leave without doubt he is in them.) I also stayed on Jackson Avenue with a Mrs.
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Marge Kirkpatrick, whose sonf Godfrey had managed to escape an insane assylum with a
weapon owned by a doctor and with the intent of Killing Garrison. (Instead he assaulted
his mother and was apeaptured and placed in a maximm security mfitugog“:h:; 1
interviewed him 7/4/68 or 69.) The last of Godfrey's voluntary hospitalizations i’ollowe:}
_reends is frre

his having been :Ln touch with Washington officials, claiming assas n
When he was hospitalized a CL\ phone number and name were found in his pockets I have a
copy of thiés and many g$ler rocords, provided by the mother but not included in or refermd
to in any records provided from any files by any agencys It is my recollection that these
records include the numbers called in Washington,

There are provocative elements of mystery in all of this, For example, the narcfink
I've referred to, Diane Turner, knew all about the Xirkpatrick home, %or furniture
a.rra.ngemenf) : 2 ts and their personal lives and subsequent caseers. (Marge had a

very large house and rented rooms, including to N.O. policemen, She reserved a former

islave quarters for a first violinist of the N;O. Symphom/ for the season beginning Labor

Day. It was available to me without charge at all other times.) Accurate infomttion, as I
lea.Tned when I taped recorded the first conversation between these two women, beginning,
’ only after Joerg* left. Turner even imew the kind of pistol Godfrey had obtained
iv

, Later
at the ascylum, a make I'd not heard of befores lt was a Walthera PFX, Ha.rge showed it to me,.

The d?ctor never reclaimed it,

f}t is difficult to avoid the suspicion that Godfrey is among those who may have been
used in some of the mind~-bending work that has since become public ~ and not he alone in
New Orleans and the area. I was fascinated by the voids in his recollection of his J.'Lfe.

Por one example, his knowledge of anti-Castro activity in the New Orleans area. I have some
of his preparations for writing on it. (Hisfpoetr,v was pretty goods) He recoll md [héo
Because Turner had claimed to have known him I asked her if she would care to go to

Jackson with me. .
(WY’ transportation was a Fiat sports car provided by the Fiat dealer and art fancier
i‘ not also a man of otlier prarts, J.B,Vela, This was because I‘had:befrie.nded his former

sales manager, Douglas Lethbridge, an authentic CIA type who was also a Bay of Pigs

o




. l.v

prisoner. He claimed to have been a Castro government official and a bogphood. ne:l.ghbo:c

of Castro'se. When I phoned Lethbridge to ask for a cheap rental car, not k:nouing of hia

mental illness, Vela remembered me and would not accept payment for the use of theltiat. - e

This was very helpful, considering that in those 15 days I had only four real meals, i

on other days being able to afford only & skim milk and vitamins breakfast and @ 19¢

hamburger 'for supperd)

Just before lunch time Godfrey told me lunch time was apprdaching .that» after lunoh
e

they were required to res‘tjan not to return until that period vas mr. I aﬂmﬁ!ﬁp it

1 could bring him anything. His Teeponse Ve that he'd like amlt. '!urner
chocolate. The mother later told t from boyhood malted milkshakes were a. »‘
sadiction vith kim - and uly chocolates B R ‘
Godfrey was homosexual but he ma.rr.lee a. t woman, reputedly then \lith eh:l.ld
The man:l.age didn't last, ‘whether or not the account is dependablee I spoke to
the pot~since-remarried wife, who happened to have been friendly with Shaw or friands L
d*h:.s, one of whom gave hermarmgepartg' r:u‘: told me shehadbeenin'herv:l.wed
‘by the FBI, I've seen no such repo no referenctezor indica of any such. :l.nterv:lmts
§, Garrison and his cidef iavestigstor thought T was' aresy to move mwithuamund

tried to talk me out of ite But they were the best accomodations I ever had in N.O..

a convenient location and thanks to the CIA, even a nice sporis cars Horeﬂsr. l‘1.1:;:39 was.

ry informative, . Although a bit flskey and of the ultra right and with a si.gn rea.d:lng
"Register Communists, Not Guns" at her front door. I checked out some of her in:tomtion.
" In the course of this I came upon a lead to Johenn Rusmﬂe had left NeO. and the
people at WDSU said they'd 1ost track of hims In this checlking I obtained the nanes and
address and I think phone number of his parents, as I now reeeJ:l, at Shreveporﬁ.

You will recall my interest in his footage and in the fix prints he provided the
FRI and the 17 he gave the Secret Service almost none of which are with the Commission
records at the Archives., ' '

For your better understa.nding of this I repeat that the m vas looking for a third

w.n\OSqu w‘l‘NlTl‘

Tefused to provide the identification of the fingerprints not Oswald's on kis literature

O rLo St g TR TN Ie TS
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and in the N.0. records seeks to withhold the names of the pzinter and h:ls assistan

‘Man" file. When I was. able to get the Secret Service to deposit its copy of 'l:he R.usb/

Lbou,h.! T o awik ‘”"YM

Twvnes T
Both are not secret, &(d.ied in Hurricane Camille. Before then I interviewed him t-ioe,

e Solver
the second time with the-assiedteat and on tape. Bach denied that Osuald was the man, vho

pd.ckenfthe jn'.\.ntmﬁ'up. Each separately Helected a number of different views of a man . '
Ker orn gg,) o
other than Oswalg as the one who dide. He was an FBIL :3ou:r:e.er.A I told you I have a "Thim ;

WDSU footage at the Archives it had an identification it required much effort to geyﬁw
the Archives sfter I saw ite The mpper said that Vewald and Jaig other men wez'e shmm
distributing literature outside the IT!{, a3 Jease Core and others told mes (One oc!‘ the e
other;)‘was the NO leader of an anti-Castro group who wes service manager for ths lﬁ.&t
agency. 9 even identified an automobile he saw involved. Remember, I told you Bripglﬂ.er
haag:.ventheFBIa]icensenumberandtheFBIwithholdsi’catill, mafter%mﬁ,ssion o
'bep’d.mony to 14?)So, I wanted to see the stills, especially because both Jease Core a.nd
the thenWDSUnewsdirectorbothtoldmethefootagehadbeenreduoedbythetmetha
FB; returned ite ‘ N
" When I obtained the lead to Rush through his parents and the misinformetion that he -

hadleftallhisfi]muithhisparentswhenhewenttoSanFranoiscoIaskedmnoftho”"“”‘"'J

Assistant D"d to -get the pix. He wanted me to go to Shreveport, for which they offered

»';ﬁ,to pay. I regardéd this as something they could accomp].'l.sh by a phone call and refused, -

'm-mthemtocanrnstandthenseudanofﬁeehand.

I then left for Dallas, with a ticket pr:.v'lded by & former FB‘.#A who figures in

these records but not in the N.O. files and in some of the records provided under PA,

Paul Rothermel, Jr. He remained an FBI s .3.}18 became chief of security for H.L.Hunte
¢ W

I had a copy of the manuscript of a spook black book%@ny titled L'Amerigue Brule,
detitled by Garrison's suggestion into E Farewell Americaesl have a full account of the

leaking of this black book to Garrisons It includes persons who are mentioned in the

records provided but no single reference to or indication of this is provideds One

is Richard Cese Nagell. Another used the name Rose and appears {0 have 'served the CIA.

(If the FEI has Warren Hinckle's account it is not dependable and is self-serving.Jhe

former and disliked SA William Turner was the chief dupe, & real auckers)




" Garrison and his supposedly exciting materiale I did this the next morning, Sa‘l:u:rday. ‘and
: %13?1: for home Saturday evenings The excitement was over a print of the WDSU footagee 1t

‘was not a good print, a remote generation. Mine, made from the WDSU file copy. at Pan-

I had been away from home for a monthe I was tired and unwells The day before I.m
to leave Dallas Garrison phoned and insisted that I had to return to N.O. on my way -
houe bocause of & major "find" or "discovery” of his. He insisted %o the point where I had
little choices | | -

My luggage managed to get lost, although that was the first stop 'ofktha i after
it left Da.'llas. Fortuxmtel%ﬁerron met me and I was able to get spare cloth:l.ng 'l'he
g%mased airline provided a tollet kite And when I finally got my luggage, it vas in '
bad shapex, &8 had happened before, I recall in particula:r the time I had made the firat
public use, in Minneapolis, of the picture and sketch th still has not retu:med :Ln

M'"‘
the King case and immediately after I got the John a.r'l:ix}‘ ﬁh no copy of w!ﬂ.chtheFBI

has yet provided.

When I got to NeOo late Friday night and had no luggage it was too. late to see

¥

 &nmerican, was much better. (4s protection I'd had two prints of the fome;mej,x Giin

'g¢esiringiohave stills made from it ThecopyIma.'l.led for the stills to be made naver

"

gpt theres have the other print.)
. It turned out that Rush's parents had been phoned and that they had given Rush's
Senil Francisco addwess and phones Garrison or his people had phoned Bx Bill Turmer and

_askedh:i.mtogetthe stills from Rushs Instead Turneg had had a poor copy made of the

ot G
movid andgad it to arrison, who was te excited, imagining he saw Clay Shaw in ite
Charles Hall el r. )
That day I also interviewed second man in the Oswald 1iterature operation
ITM. Steele Hee

at the &N, %1 vas a mar:l.ne lieutenant, I have the tape. re was & third man, not
known to himi That day I also got wind of a coming Garrison insanity with which he
intended to Liark the 1Cth anniversary of the assassination and in time and with some
effort was able to.prevent it. That day also I initiated two :lndepex_;dent investigations
of the so-called "tramp" pictures the face of one of which is the picture that goes with

¢
the sketch in the King cases So I recall well enoughe




I bad been away from home for & monthe I was tived and umell. The day before I was
to leave Dallas Garrison phoned and insisted that I had to return to N.C. on my way
home because of & major "find" or "discovery" of his, He insisted to the point where I had
1ittle choice. |

lane

My luggage managed to get lost, although that was the first stop of thelgméam after
it left Dallas. FortunateltyHerron met me end I was able to get spare clothing. The
gxe.n-assed airline provided a toilet kit. And when I finally got my luggage, ;I.t was in
bad shapes, as had happened befores I recall in particular the tive I had made the first

(Mansapy

public use, in Minneapolis, of the picture and sketch th /ﬁh‘inll has not returned in
the King case and immediately after I got the John Marh.n

no copy of wh:l.ch the. FBI
has yet provided. ‘

When I got to N.0. late Friday night and had no luggage it was too late to see
Garrison and his supposedly exciting materials I did this the next morning, Saturday, and 8
left for home Saturday evening, The excitement was over a print of the WDSU footages It = - e
was not a good print, a remote generatlon. Mine, made from the WDSU f:.le copy at Pane v

iAmerican, was much betters (As protection I'd had two prints of the footage made,
i

‘desiring to have stills made from ite The copy I mailed for the stills to be made never

\

got theres} have the other print.)

% It turned out that Rush's parents had been phoned and that they had given Rush’

“

MFMciacoaddsessandphm.Garriaonorhispeoplehadpmnedllmn'rumerand

~ agked him %o get the stills from Rushs Instead Turne® had had a poor copy made of the

ot
movid a.ndgcd it to an'ison, who was te excited, imagining he saw Clay Shaw in ite
Charles Hall &
That day I also interviewed second man in the Oswald literature operation
1TM. Steele Hecrmyr

at the &N, X Thon vas a parine lieutenant. I have the tapes/Zhere was a third man, not
known to him,' That day I also got wind of a coming Garrison insahity with which he
intended to Liark the 10th anniversary of the assassination and in time and with some
effort was able to. prevent it. That day also I initiated two independent investigations
of the so-called "tramp" pictures the fatz‘ot_‘ one of which is the plcture that goes with

the cketch in the King case. So I recall £‘v:11 enough.‘




When I left N.O.I knew how to reach Rushe

Long; before this I held the opinion of Turner I have s:i.nce seen in FEI recou.'ds.

Whether or not he was as he later claimed, a black bag oparator for the FBI,he is theom |
former SA of whon I know I can easily believe was fired for both incompetence and e
character flawse 4s an investigator he is incompetent, 4s a writer he :i.a a haavy-handed L
plagi.ar:.st who adds only error to the work of others, which is readily idant:l.fiablao

What this incompetent had not dome was so siuple I asked a sub;ect expert, Paul
Hoch, to interview Rush. Hoch had never interviewed an’yone and was uneasy about it
but he did see Rush and learned that Turner's interview consisted of boasting hml‘ sreat,
an investigator he was and not asking anythings ds 1 recall, and I'm not diggl.ng out .
old records, he told Hoch that he had made no still Sor ﬁm.mself but that he had o "
dupl:.cated theTfilm before w .

The date of this Branigan mbenl coincides exactly with my recollection of that tﬁ.p
because I left Los Angeles for New Orlea.ns on election day, ﬁving voted by a.bsentee T
ballot much earlier. (Because I was in assocmtion with thése on whon I imow the FEL has
records I'm surprised that neither the Sa.n Francisco nox Ios Angeles nor Sen D:I.ego nor
any other field office has provided any relevant records in response to my PA requests
I made numerous appearances of the kind that have interested the FBI, even on radio and

TV in Dallas, which has provided no records rela.t:i.ng to them, Some were quite critical of

thp FET's work as reflected in my CehsT5-226, Vhich s past oral argment before the

 appeals court this trip for ity)

" mnis 11/8/68 memo sdso reflects the existence of other Televent records mot provided.
If they are not in NO{as they should be they have to include Sen Fransciso recordse If
JBranigan made any other record of the call from Sen Francisco I have not seen it in either
of the FBIHQ files. | | c
The mention earlier of the person Oswald phoned at WDSU ia in his addressbook, 'pxj,/
as Burns Rottman, 5_23%033.I believe it :i.sv Vern, nor Burns. I believe that was pot the
WDSU numbere ‘

_Cq:n;&ftm :
The addressbook is in facsimile (‘Tol 16, Exhibit 18, ppe 37 ffe
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Many interesting entries. Like micro dots on 16H53, Communist and Trotslqite names

and addresse?.l‘é:rg%n party leaders outside the south. ‘l'he phone and licemse number

of SA Hosty, originally withheld by the FEI on the ground that it lnew Hosty, is on 64.
‘An entry on 67 would have led & wt;l the side door of the bu:le:Lng in which Rnnn:l.e aire
had his office at that time and where Oswald applied for a job, according to the Commission,
The '"David Crawford" on this page is actually David Chandlsr,%nfimd iﬁ;_t@ me. These »f.

minor deviations characterize Oswald's entriese '

’ To go back to the withholding relating to Pan-dmeripan Films, if there vas a logltinaacy /
should Rave fuen 5

to any claim of a confidential source then had had copies of the, wﬁe mada; .

there. Som also just might have had reason to be interested in mw mailing of a package L

that looked like it could hold a rolif of film. 4 source at WDSU or inside a narrow -

area of the Garrison office, the small one in which Comstock was, could have knowu. 01‘

~ the disappeara.nce in the mail could have been acc:.dental

In any event, unlike many of my appeals, wh:i.ch are in the interest of the h.tstorical
record andl of no personal intereat to me in my work, this ent:l.re matter is of both - »
e“argcters, important in my work from the first and to a complete and accurate hiator,l.cal s B
acords - ..

\ My intent to restrict myself to the responsible and non~conjectural in tlﬂ.s area

' changed all that followed a decision I had to make in early 1966. After sitting on the

manpscrip 1for months a major publisher wrote me that if I would do some rewriting around

what begins on page 138 line 4 it would be an extraordinarily important work they would be

glad to publish, Doing this required that I charge the Government with conspiracy. ‘I was
not prepared to do that for wealth or fame and instead at that point decided to bring the
book out myself, the first book, wh:.ch then existed in a limited and copyrighted editions
In connection with that cltation I alse had written that Oswald's carcer infew_
Orleens was consistent with what in intelligence is called establishing a cover.
Part of tds estahlishing of & cover was his litorature and related operstions and
the attention he was able to draw to them, The official investigation and the records I've

been provided do not include most of his known operations and no basis for such entries



in the addressbock as Rotiman of all the people at WDSU (incidently, ti!a right mana .
not one who appeared on the tube) and Chandler at the newspapers S e :

I have turned up many other such picketings by Oswald, all designed to attract -
the attention of the Bringuiers and others of that anti-Castro bent, My sources included = -
the FII's sources, ﬂu’c the FBI's records do not include what the:} toldvm‘vn:,;t.l?; TSt
infornation remained in New.Orleans it is not in the records provided. If the mimma '

it that would appear to be quite unusual, there was that much of it. MW@ all in the -

seme general area, near Bringuier's pluces ,There‘w_qai no one more certain to r:i.ae to that -

bait than E1 Estupides Bringuiers g x TR
4 Yot long after Oswald got this attentioni and the proofs of it to take with kdn

he was off for Mexico and the mysteries about it that the FBI and CIA perpetuate 'by

their withholdings under "mational security" cm f ﬂuﬂ L“ baen no m é mic *m’l

"4 tragic event not in the files relates to one Brian Ampolsk, of vhom there is

scant mention, Shortly After his experienc_e with Oswald he was sent to an asgylm.

His father told me he was just out of it about the time of the Branigan memo so even '

hough I knew where Brian was and was working I did not seek to interview hims The

.Pathor connected his flipping out and his Oswald experiences

The FBI's failure to make unequivocal rexsonse, that it does not have copies of the

v

" Doyle and (John) Martin (Minneapolis) films of Oswald being arrested in New Orleans

d.u%-ing the incident he provoked with Bringuler while provid.i.ng copdes of records stating what
ca.n"t be believed, that there was no interest in these films, -plus its failure to offer
the films bo the Commission or even inform it of Hartin and his film, all are relevant
and tend to suggest motive for withholdinge My Doyle end Martin requests are more than a
decade olde . _

Any new view of Oswald, which is in the Martin film, and any poseibility of an
associate, wha.ch can be in both films, obviously had some valuee Considering all the /«L'J

\nsane Stufé '/
junk and all the pursuit of by the FBI ignoring any photographs of or

relating to Oswald is suspect, if they were ignorede
2,
With Rush an omant this becomes much more prwvocaﬁ.va. I belicve the enti:ne

mattcr vhould be rexea.rched, without limit to the Oswald and assassination file designa~




tionse It should include 134 files, 80 and 67 and any other possible Orwellian number
or captione

up&:—lh
What makes this cven more provocative is checking the workshee the other

W Fime W A
file, 62~105060, for copy of this Branigan memo, ! period is Section 163.
It begins with 9/26/68, the next Section with 11/25/68, There is but a single entry for
the date 11/8/68, and con;renient]y it is for a Brenigan to Sullivan memo of a s:l.ngle
Pages Ondy in 1%%8 withheld entire rely under 7D claime

Assuming the obvious, the withholding is 1006 unjustified and 100% unjustifiables

Agsuming what else is obvious, this is not an accident but is deliberate withholding ,

of what can be emba.rrassmg to the FEIL,

If the ﬁOIA processors were without subaect natter knowledge and if they d.'l.d. no‘b

i g exerclse due diligence a.nd did not process in guod. faith the most examination of the record o

“ itself d:.aclo.,es then could have been withheld is that Rush was an infumant. 'l‘here

is reasonably segregable inforration and it is relevant.

: i There is much Junk made availeble by the FII about Oswald in New Orleans and the:r.'e
.

is much that this/coveysg what is ot junk that the FEI hes not disclosed about his

career there, A major Lr.rt relates to his manufacture of a pro~Castro record., part: of
whikch is this getting of public attention, which is consistent with establishing
a cover and not'hing else.

A major search remains to be made, and not limited to the NO FO records not searched.

In FBIIQ there are many Branigan to Sullivan memos relating to this part of Oswald's

kica.n'eer. Any coming f my FOIA requasts I saw so long ago I do not recall thens Hoﬁ!e

made ané sent them
recently I mad quite a stdck of them relating hime (4t the time of his

jnitial requests he was still in graduati ?&hfaf}.r ). g on W meS .
If you wonder about the 134 number i¥ ap belov the list of the names of those to

whom copies were sent and to whose files search should be extendeds 134~17762




L TR e

With Rush and informant at thc least there should be his report on the Bswald
operation and his footuge of it.

It is my recollection that after he shot the film Rush had lunch with one of those -
appearing in his film, the previously mentioned Neeley. '

She worked with the previously mentioned Core, who was quite upset over wha.t Oswald

. had done, believing it reflected badly on the I'Me

Whether or not she did, Ne®ley could have provided the account available from Core
and not in any records I've seen. o .‘ '
Whigt Il'&rzeigrefemd to as the least may be that. Only a real search, with d.ue
da.ligcnce}gor out~of-the-way filing, can determine. ' A
" There is also what elsc Rush may have said in Sun ¥rancisco, whether or ot 11; :
may be elsewhere at FBIHQ. I believe it should be provided as part of the historical 3
record,




