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< Two convicted murderers were
sentenced to life in prison recently
by Dallas juries. In one court, the last
four murder cases have resulted in
life sentences.

x The sentence “life in prison”
sounds almost as harsh as the violent
crime of murder itself. Many people
visualize the murderer spending the
rest of his life behind the high, gray
walls of prison. But this rarely hap-

pens.
. A study of Texas' convicted mur-
derers’ prison time revealed that a
whiter man under a life sentence
spends an average of 8 years and 9
months behind bars. For the Negro or
~ Latin American serving life for mur-
der, the actual time is 9 years and 2
months.
! The most common sentence in
Texas for a capital crime is 5 years,
‘which can be served in about half that
time.
'« A study of multioffense criminals
Started in 1963 by the FBI shows that
the 265 murderers included in the na-
tionwide analysis committed 737 addi-
tional offenses after being released on
parole Twenty-five per cent of these
offenses were for serious crimes —
murder, rape, robbery, burglary and
auto theft. Twelve of the parolees
were charged with having committed
another murder.
~“Fhe Constitution outlaws “cruel
aﬂﬁuaual" punishment. The trou-
Bi€ with our system of criminal jus-
ﬁwisnot cruelty but lack of certain-
m%en half the criminals in some

Sﬁ‘ﬁ,..pemtentlanes are repeaters,
ing is wrong. And it's not
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