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Mr. Richard C. Allen
Professor of Law
Director, Institute of Law
Psychiatry and Criminology
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The George Washington University
Washington, D.C. 20006
Dear Dick:
It was a pleasure seeing you again et
the convention.
Enclosed please find a copy of my ex~
amination of Jack Ruby, which you desired.
= Yoﬁr presentation was excellent and I
only regret that you could not be allotted more
time.

Let's keep in touch.

Sincerely yours,
£ :

-"':L"‘\L R, i
WT:GB ..~ Werner Tuteur, M.D.
P Olinical Director and

Forensic Psychiatrist.

Encl.
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P""fChIfTRT(' FYAMTIATICN OF JACK RULRY
BY: Verner Tutenr, ¥.D.

Dates of Examinations:

f.]uly 12tu, J.Bth, lln;h and l).,h, ]965

Place of Examindtlnns

"Ballas Comnty Jail, Dallas, Texas.

" Reasor. for Examinaztion:

The purpose of this examination 1s to determine the present state
. (.
of sanity-of the defendant. {%"'v J:;,,)

Int:roduction:

Ruby's history covering his eavly dcvcloﬁment, his gensral activ-
ities, the rcason fer his arrest aud trial have been extensively covered
by many news media.l They will not be repeated here, althoupgh refercnce
will be made to them later under the hcading of"Interpl‘étation;'

Lzugth of Intexrvie:

ih

The first interview lasted for two hours and fifieen minutes, the
second for one hour, the third for one hour and a half, and the fourth
for half an hour. All intervicws took place in an examining room con-
taining a table and two chairs, located on the same floor as the defend-
. ant's quarters. For reasons of proper ventilation the door was kept

somewhat ajar. 27 /
. ‘ "-;'é)-.

Attitude and Behavior:

> The initial encounter with Mr. Ruby was of interest. The inter-

view room was Q?EJ&EZiiiately available and our mutual introduction took
place in the hall. Ruby had been informed by his sister about my pend-
ing arrival, He shook hands willingly and was friendly. He was dis-

appointed that we could not immediately enter the examining rocmﬂiiooked

at me and said, "Du bist von Deitschland?" (Deitschland is Yiddisch,

X




meaning Gormany. What he asked was, "Are you from Germany?") T answor-
ed in the affirmdbive, which scemed to have Ruby's approval?f Sooen
later we entered the intervigw room.. Here Ruby rather circunmstantially
and ritualistically placed the only two chairs close to each other,
facing the wall, He placed them at a considerable distance frow the
table, since he was convinced of the prcsénce of a microphone imnediate-
1y below the table. All four intervicws were practically corducted in
a whisper. Ruby beceme considerably upset when I greeted him during
the second interview, using usual speaking veoiece, asking him how he had
slept. lle¢ responded by saying, "I told you not to talk so loud, sinece
everything here is being recorded........" I was always sitting to
Ruby's right and he would whisper into my left ear.

His attitude of secrecy and.;ircumstantiality prevailed during
all of our moetings. Yet, Nuby wou by all means friendly, but not e
ways cooperative. _He was to be the one to do the talking by giving end-
less orations. Attempts at interrupting hin were met with, "Pleasc heav
me out, you must listen to me." He then proceeded by indicating that he
was sane and that his mind was.functioning adequately. He éromised that
after having given such proof, he would make me acquainted with a con-
spiracy_which I was to guard with the utmost secrecy. He had already
mentionéd this conspiracy in the hall. At the end of the third inter-
view he insisted he was going to obtain the book "Who Killed Kennedy?"
written b} the—Eiiglishman Buchanan, from another inmate for me. I re-
plied that I would neither remove from nor introduce anything into this
building, to which he reacted very angrily, asking me never to return.
When I, nevertheless, reappeared the next morning, he was pleased to see

me again.~ Ruby invited me to dinner during the first interview, which
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took place during late afternoon hours, It so happened that he beeone
so engulfed in the examination that he forpgot about his own dinner, ﬁ

Emotional Tone:

Throughout. the examinationc Mr. Ruby remained depressed and at
times apitated. There was also unduc excitement and there were sulcidal
preoccﬁé&tions; The two suicidal attempts which he had committed since
confined to his present residence were discussed, He gave as a reason
that he did not want to be torturcd to death. --There were silcnces dur-
ing the interviews, when Ruby would hold his hcad in his hands and would
carefully listen to incidental noises, such as the squealiing of a door
or the shuffling of feet by other imnmates. He would then look ot m2,
moving his chair somewhat, have a mournful expression, and say, "llocrst
Du weinen.....?" (Do you hear cryiﬁg?)} He was convinced Jewish women
and children were beirg slaughtered right there and then, This came to
a climax when during the last interview a crew of plumbers began to dis-
mantle a piece of equipment with heavy hammer blows,.creating a great
noise., Here Ruby had found "proof" of his allegation of the manslaughter
of Jews on prenmises. At other times he would repeatedly say with great

feeling, "What a terrible thing I did by killing that man...."
Mental Content: '

?fesently Ruby is very much preoccupied with his death sentence
and his fear of dying. This became particularly pronounced when I made
preparations to leave the interview of one hour and a half. Both of us
had noticed an attorney who obviously needed the examining room for a
client. Ruby exclaimed, LYou are leaving a man who has been sentenced

to death...evsesaa?” Praétically all his statements were colored by mark-

¢;ed fear. -He considers himself the victim of a conspiracy and was "framed"




;'to kill Oéwuld, s0 that Oswald could never say who made kim kill Pross-
R dent Kennvdy. This "framework," of course, is very complicated and
) must be guarded with the greatest seercey. It involves the strip teas-
er, his employec who, on the fatul morning of November 24, 1963, "madc
hin go to Western Union to wire hor monay." She had just timed it right
so he had to shoot Oswald. It involves also high government sgencics
and his attorneyus whoin he considers to be membirs of the plet, Thay
vanted then and want now to harm him seriously. It is in these arans
vhere the patient's grasp of reality is completely absent. Such idca-
tions arc fixed false beliefs, where avpumentation and even proof ol
falsehoed are in vain.

Ruby is exbrewsly sensitive jn natters referring to antismnitiomg
thers arc many fixed false beliefs in this arca. Usually there is a
fraguweat of truth iw hils false ideas. However, this fraguent is then
magnified and misapplied bf the patient. It so happened that on July
12, 1965, the day of the first intecrview, the Dallas Morning News had
published a news item referring to recent outbreaks of antisemitism in
Bamberg, Germany. Ruby, an avid reader, had read the item and referred
to it. It follows:

The Dallas Morning NewS....se.ve.00....Monday, July 12, 1965
LATEST INCIDENT OF ANTI-SEMITISM IN WEST GERMANY SEEMS TO BE WORK OF

DIFFERENT CULPRITS.

Bamberg, West Germany (AP)--A new manifestation of anti-Semitism, the
ninth in this area in less than a month, was discovered Sunday.

A placard with anti-Jewish slogans "next" to swastikas and 55 symbols
painted in red was found attached to a bridge over the autobahn 22 miles
from Bamberg.

The placard, similar to one found fixed to the wall of a U.S. Army
munitions depot a week ago, said: "Death to the Jews, Germany awake."

IT WAS SEEN by passing motorists, who informed the police.

After examination by a special police commission, Bamberg's chief
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pirosi.cibor, Josef Ostheimer, sadd Lhe Jabest placard was the wosl of a
nev culprite-not the sawe person o proup whieh has been sprrecdive
anti-Jowish-hale in Bai. beiry,

Osthreimer sajid the conmission foun! o difCerenis in the style of
lettering on tho placarad end previons srrarings.  Hoe said the newent
outbreak was primitive vork, citinz an incorrectly drawi swastila on
the placard. ‘ .

Pelice were unalle to explain how the culprits had carried out their
work without being noticed by any autobahn users.

THE AUTOBAHN betwzon Kuernberg and lmerzburg, which the bxridge crosues,
was full-ef holiday traffic at the time and was choked by a L-izile trafiic
Jjam the provioun day at a point a few miles south of the bridre.

A tesn of 50 detectives are hunting tha nee~Nazis, who first struch
June 13. They have sneared a Jewish monument,, descerated a Jewish Lrave -
yard and fixcd hate slogans to the U.5. Army munitions depot,

Characteriutically, the news iten acted upon Ruby's vast and un-
limited system of fixed false beliefs like a msteh on a keg.of dynetiite,
Now he was convineced that Jewish women and children wore beinzg %illed in
the adjoining reom sznd all over the United States. Another cxample coun-
pletely void of logic and showing poor eritical thinking, if any, was
the following: "rhey ore Lrying to male another Dieyfuss Affair out of
me." (Captain Dreyfuss was an officer in the French peacctine army. Dur-
ing the 1890's he was falsely accuscd of high treason aund espionage which
he had never committed. Nevertheless he was tried, founi guilty, dis-
honorably discharged and exiled. Saeveral yecars 1atér,‘after a new in-
vestigation, he was found innocent and fully rehabilitated.) The only
parallel between Ruby and Dreyfuss is that they both belong to the Jewish
faith, Dreyfuss was not involved in eny antisocial activity. -~He finally
stated that there was absolutely no difference between the United Stétes,
Auschwitz, Treblinka and Maidanek, all infamous Hitler extermination
camps. What Ruby jis doing here is popularily called applying "mental
Shortcuts."”™ It is a sign of severe malfunctioning of his mind. Accord-

ing to him, all Jews are presently being tortured and killed on account
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of his misdeed. He is coavinced that his family has beewn annihilated
on account of him. Rcpeatedly he asked me to call members of hic
family -~ he provided me with the telephone numbers in writing - to
convince me that they were dead. Again his false beliefs exponded
rapidly: T was also to call Hew Yorkers bearing Jewish sounding names,
which T was to select from the telephone book, and convince myself that
they were dead because “"there will be a goyish (gertile) voice" answes-
ing the phone, making evasive statement.s about the whereabouts of these
people who, acccrding to Ruby, had been murdc}ed. "Call Scnator Cold~
water and have him make a geschrei (noise) to save the Jews." Most
menbers of the government are mamsorim (literally translated: illegsiid-
mate children, bastards). As longz as they have the Army behini thaon,
they can do as they please.

He considers the present governmoent antisemitic becanse it sont
arms to Egypt. When reminded that even Roosevelt was friendly to the
Arabs during World War II, to provide oil for the United States, he
would not listen to reason. Here again his lack of logic becomas very
apparent. — The noises made by trains and planes are frequently heard in
the jail, since it is located in the vicinity of the railroad station
and the airport. Ruby is convinced that the sole function of these
trains and planes is to remove Jews to death camps. |

r All this does not prevent Ruby from also turning his feelings of
being innocently persccuted against the Jews themselves: his sister Eva
was working agéinst him during the years prior to the assassination and
there were Jews who had undermined his business during that periocd.

They put the "squeeze™ on him, J
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JThe eall from Fort Worth on the morning of lovewbor 2L, 1903,
directing him to go to the Western Union, was his "Memesis." He then
drew a sketch of the downtown street system of Dallas, demonstreting
hoi he could or should have taken anothar route which would have de-
layed him and would hazve prevented the murder of Oswald. [SThere is con-
siderable guilﬁ about the fact that he sent guns to Cuba; he fecls he
"helped the encuy" and incriminahcd himself. "ihey got what theoy uant-
ed on me." |

Ruby insists he knows who had President Kennedy killed. They
want him (Ruby) to be insane so no one will believe his story. For him.
the assassination was an act of overthrowing the Government, -Then fol-
lowed, es is so frequently the cage in disorders of this nature, a dis-
course on his superaatural powers. -Ruby is not able to follow a logical
stream of thoughb and he frequeatly jvaps from one subject to auatier.
At one time he states that the war in Vietnam is merely a diversion
maneuver distracting the American people from the things that were
happening within the United States, such as the mass slaughtering of
Jews, then he suddenly related that he cannot possibly divulge how he
was framed into killing Oswald. He becomes annoyed by questions acking
for explanations because he cannot produce them. A veil of secrecy then
descends bn the statements he has just made.

| There are, of course, many islands of reality left in Ruby,:as is
so frequently the case in his particular mental illness. It must be re-
membered that only a part of his person is insane at this time. He re-

lates well about his early development and other circumstances available

from the Warren Report. He avidly reads the newspaper every day and




carsies on a reasonuble conversation as long us he oy others aveid his
sensitive areas where the mental idlness is locatced: antisemitlism, the
murdeir of Oswald, and the conspiracy regarding the Presidential assessipa.
tion. His judgment ang decision m#king are greatly impaired, as is hin
eritical thinking.

~-—"2  He-did not fail to warn me and instruct me that I would be follow-
ed the moment. T wonld leave the jail anq that my phone would be tappod
henceforth. ~{t othaoy tines, poarticularly during the third interview, he
vould at times only conmunicate in‘writinggf lle closed the series of
interviews with the,f§§§gv?nt,ft;J?ﬁdd?pﬂgﬁ.,,I do not want tF die{ bu%

H i
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lptergretgtiog: .

Ruby is the son of a Cossack, the type of Russian soldicr known

for his couraze and inclination tovuid violence. Ruhy was practically
born into violecnce. The home was carly disrupted on account of the
father's drinking and the mother's mental illness.l There were eight
children and Ruby ranked fifth among them. All of them at one time had

to be placed into foster homes, Evenﬁually the mentally i11 mother had
them returned to her, sometime after the father had “left the home, Such
an environment during childhood makes for insecurity then and in later
life. The growing human personality resembles g sapling which needs a
pole on which to lean in order to Erow straight. 1In the absence of such
Support it rrequentlj Erows crooked and remains weak and unable to weath-
er the storms which are Yet to come. Insecurities nurtureq in a youngster
render him extremely vulnerable for the reverses of later life. From here
on it depends on him how he is goingz to master his fate, whether by fight
or flight, whether he will rebel and act out or retreat ang resign himself,
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Our mental institutions bear ample witness to both typesof bel'avior,
once & mental illness has developed within the individusl.

Jack Ruby, aceording to nany reports, has never smountcd to any-
thing, although he has always been ambitious and has applied himself.
He is a classical exauple of failure. FHis financial status has been
chaotic.2 Stigmatized early as a Jew, this has remained an extremely
sensitive area.3 This sensitivitﬁ, under the influence of the mental
illness, is now being magnified into unirealistic proportions. Hence
his constant referring to antisemitism in connection with his being
"framed." Being hated as a Jew had bezen Ruby's most sensitive part, of
his personality all his life. Whon mertal illncss developed, this
part was hurt most, being the weakﬂst. All of us have at least onc
weak part in our bodies. This may be thke stomach, the lungs, or auy
organ. This iz the part having the least resistance and it nsually
falls i1l first under adverse conditions or mentalrstrain and stress.

Ruby's meatal illness is the illness of the one who suffers a
lifelong feeling of unirportance and unaccomplishment; Finally then,
with the help of the illness, he rcachesz a state of importance by
feeling persecuted and/or believing he has Supernatural powers. The
hearing of voices, technically called hallucinating, applies strongly
in his case. It is another sign of his illness and is frequently ob-
served. Illogical thinking,h rage,6 superficiality, circumstantiality,
hostility,s alternating with endearment, are all well known symptoms
of his disease. In addition, there is the well known incapability to
differentiate between friend and foe,s as it is so characteristic in

Ruby's instance. Ruby at this time definitely shows a break with

reality,
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=" 7 The report would be incomplete without considering the possi-

bility of malingering. In the following the exaniner is givirz the
reasons why he thinks ¢hat thy is suffering from a genuine mental
illness:

--1. His false baliefs are consistont. He has expressed thea to
others before I had an occasion to examine hin. They ave
frece of conlradictions with regard to their content and thoy
persist, They ware ecpecially pronounced when I saw him

~after he had Just been awsakened but was still sleepy and
drowsy. A nalingerer needs all his faculties to "disploy"
his alleged nontal illqess, and one would expect at such
an occasion to see the patient gather himself and make an
attempt to concentrate on his "faking." This was not the
case. The false beliefs flowed freoer thon ever on that
day. | ‘

2. The average malingerer conuccives mentzl illness as some-
thing comical and clownish. Such behavior was completely
absent in his case.// .

3. The fact of aenial of the illness is a typical sympton of
the very condition from which Ruby suffers. ("I am not
insane, but everyone else is....") Yet, a verﬁ shrewd .
malingerer might use such denial as a means of "faking."
Such technique, of course, involves a great risk, resulting
in the fact that people might actually believe the patient
is not "ill.” I do feel that his denial is genuine and a

part of his mental disturbance.

«10= ; S




Diagnosis: | :
Jack Ruby ié’sufféfjn? rrom chuzoph:enlc FGWCtiQP,.pardhOId “

type. There are sufficient elemcntu of unreality within his 1h1nk1ﬁg_

which Justify this diagnosis. It may be stated once more that in

such inﬂtanccs'only a part of the person succumbs to mental 3llncss.

To use a pOpular CDmdelSOﬂ he does noL functlon on "all cy11r4crs."

No one vould buy or drive uUCh a car which “runs wrcug" ﬁnd nov “rlghb e

Yet, many other parts of the car are intact, o | "
The onset of paran01d schlzophrcnia is slou and 1nwtd|ou It

is felt that in Ruby‘° se it has been cxldtjng for at lcast four to

fifteen years. This :s borne out by his hostilities, his SUijrlotn,

his violent bcha"1or and his extrome vuTnerablllty and sonsjtlxzty long

before the Prcsidcntlal assas 51net10n and its ran1f1cation There was

a mental brealdown in 1952, ¥ Fuxthur his mental 111ncqn has establish-

ed itself by now to such a severe degree that it must have existed for

years, Such conditions are.treatable and Mr. Ruby at this time is in

urgent need of such treatment. :

Soncinsion: a0 L Pl V/HL P

It-has -been stated"above that the. pat;ent cannot differentlate

between friend and foe. An indicatlon of, thls-is his extreme hostile

s i e
attitude toward his lawyera, whom he feels will harm him. This pre-
(']MTEJIW i T ed i fufes - l

cluded’collaboratlon with counsel. At %his time Mr. Jacl Jack Ruby is men-
tally ill, suffering from paranoid sch;zophrenia. This-renders him

legally—insane.and- 1ncompetent. Treatment should be instituted as

soon as possible,
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