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!Roseﬁbéfg Sons

to Get $195,802

FromU.S. for Legal Costs in Suit

[ - -
- . SpecialtoThaNew York Times . .. E i

WASHINGTON, June 26—The Justice
j Department  has _agreed to pay
$195,802.50 to the two sons of Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg,- who were: elecrocuted
on convictieh™of espionage charges in
1953, to cover legal costs they have in-
curred in their continuing suit o obtain
information about the Government’s es-
pionage investigation of their parents a
quarter-of a century age. PR

According to Justice Department offi-
cials, the payment was agreed to Friday
in United States District Court here, and
the agreement was signed by Federal Dis-
trict Judge June L. Green. )

Such payments were authorized under
an amendment to the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act that permits the Government
to pay the “reasonable” and “legitimate”
legal fees of persons who have “substan-
tially prevailed” in their suits against the
Government. 3

In other words, it permits such pay-
ments in cases where the Government
has required individvals to go to court
to obtain such information and the couris
have determined that the individuals had
a legitimate right toit. - ¢

Largest Such Settlement

According to Mark Kurtzman, one of
the Justice Department attarneys who ne-
| gotiated” the agreement, it is the single
i'-iargest such payment that the Govern-
ment has made since the amendment was
passed in 1974, Other Justice Department

i

officials said that the Government speat
somewhere ~ between  $80,000 and
$120,000 in such payments last year.

The two Rosenberg sons, Michael and
Robert Meeropol—who use the npame of
their;adoptive parents—have been trying
since July 1975 to obtain materials that
might' show that their parents were un-f
jus_ﬂYﬁ-CCUSEd.' i, e X o : =
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were elec-
trocuted on June 19, 1953, after being
convicted of espionage in a case in which
they aliegedly sought to transmit atomic
secrets to the Soviet Union. el R

To date, the Meeropols have recsived
more than 100,000 documents in cormec-
tion with the case, most of them from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. They
incurred significant legal costs along the
way, however, because they argued that
the F.B.L was withholding improperly
many more of the fotal of about 800,000
documents and they repeatedly went to
court to try to force the bureau te pro-
vide them. . - o =
_ In agreeing to the settlement, the court,
in effect, agreed that the Meeropols hag
“substantially prevailed” in their argu-
ment that the materials should have been
provided under the terms of the Freedom
of Information Act. -

The payment, whick will be made by
the General Accounting  Office rathert
than by the Justice Department -itseifs
covers the legal fees to date; not any:
that might be incurred in the futurs as.
the Meeropolis continue- their efforts to:

.obtain more information. :




