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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

" Who Killed John Roselli?

\\ F'RE COING TO tell you a littie story o
Oner there wasa Dreénident win miurde ik
His Lrother was murdered tun. 4 long time alter they
died somne very strange focts cdine to lizht. It turned
out that while they were running the government,
the governmen: was trying to get two Malia mobsters
to arrange the murder of someone else—the head of
a small, hostile neighbor state. It also turied out that
one brother—the one who was President—appar-
ently had a girlfriend who was the girlfriend as well
of the mobsters. And cne of ihe mob f ]

nickname was Momo, was prominent on ithe list of
criminals the President’s brother was trying to putin
jail. The story may sound complicated, but life is com-
plicated, and the complications In this case got even
more so. For when a commitiee of the Congress
wanted the two mobsters to come and tell them'some-
thing about all this, only one of them—the one
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- nmamed Johnny— came. The other one, Momo, was
/' murdered in his house a week beforc they wanted

him to testify. Johnny, however, told his story to one
committee in the Congress and then came back—qui-
etly—to tell some more things to another committee
which was in fact looking into the murder of the
President. Then Johnny went to Florida. Then no one.
could find him. Then some fishermen found him.
Dead. In an oil drum.

But we haven't told you the strangest part of all
yet, the part you're really not going to believe. It is
rhat when the great national political community of
solons, seribes, policemen, spies and managers of the
general welibeing heard shout ponr Johnny, they
said: “0n, my goodness.” Some of them went farther,
of course. They said; “Fancy that!" But most of them
didn't say anything at all except: "Yawn."

Forgive us for lapsing into storybookese. We do it
for a reason which {5 that the simple unadorned facts
of the John and Robert Kennedy-Fidel Castro-CIA-
Maufia-Momo Giancana-Johnny Roselli-Judith Exner-
Church Commiliee-Schweiker Committee saga need
16 be put forward in stark outline fur their magni-
Lide to be padersiond, [s 1t really, as the sophisticated
viedopn goes, “pacanoid” on our part to brood about
e =areestive and possibly monstrous interconnec-
yons beyween all these facts und to wonder why they
ahjert of intense press and government
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serutiny” Wit acer ants for 1 general indifference
mph nlices? What geernnts for the vagerness with
et we 1l soom 1o acespt that familiar tipoff that
11 b hearing o more about the lest erime—
i fennt u crment that Me Boselli's dispateh to
nodenm o andg Beyond hind “adl the earmarks of a
davipe” Ti ipe e ood oltt Year-
s v oniv e r abogt whep ot o gext to certaln
that we shitl, hear nothing m 3
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amount to a system of justice which 1) only affects
those dunb enough to get involved in it in the first
place and 2) tends only to punish those who have
committed what the rest of us would regard as hei-
nous erimes anyway. Not that these are things people
say—they're things people can be expected to as-
sume. But we think in this case the assumptions have
even jess validity than they would have on a clear
day, which isn't mueh. And that is because if we
know anvthing, we know that the Mafia operationsin -

i slesuers, Gianvsoa and Roselli figured had be-
come intertwined with the operations of the United
States government. Never mind that the decisions of
the early 1960s which made this so may rank among

* the most abominable decisions ever taken in the U.S.

government. The plain fact is that, given the provoca-
tive and suggestive history of the two men, it is not
possible for either Congress or the Executive Branch

“to look the other way or to complaisantly accept the

earmarks-of-a-gangland-slaying bromide.

After Mr. Giancana was killed, the Church Comimit-
tee inquired of the FBI whether its proposed meeting
with him had figured-in his murder. The FBI re- °
ported that it had no evidence to this effect. The .
then-director of the CIA, William Colby, felt obliged
to state that the CIA had had nothing to do with the
murder—and Mr. Colby likewise pronounced the
other day that he was certain the CIA had not done in
Mr. Roselli. The mere fact that the questioms, to
which these were meant to be the answers, had been
raised tells us, anyway, that much more in the way of
inquiry is wanted. The gewly formed Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence has now asked the Justice
Department to make an investigation of Mr. Roselli’s
death. We think the Department should comply and
that the investigation, despite FBI Director Clarence
Kelley's disclaimer of jurisdictlon, should have the
Attorney General’s personal attention. Such atten-
tion is needed because of the elaborate and not-en-
tirely reassuring history of relationships between the
F¥BI and the CIA and the various participants in the

- whole sorry saga. We are not suggesting that any

agency of government—or even any of those agen-
cy’s fringe retainers —were the murderers. We are
suggesting that there is an overiay of potentially em-
barrassing information sufficiently pervasive to keep
an awfu! lot of people from wanting to have this
thing aired. We also think that the Select Committee
should reserve the right to pursue the matter. Con-
gress, afier all, ean hardly be expected to sit idly by
while 115 witnesses are being done in. Nor do we see
how the public in genera! aud the political establish-
gent in pacticular can turn their attention away un-
til we are all satisfied that a much greater effort has
teen made by the governinent—which means both
tho ¥ yecutive Branch and e Congress—to discover
hal clements were at play n this series of appalling
erimiee and seandals,
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