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Did Mob assassinafe JFK?
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,ByJACK ANDERSON with Les Whitten

) WASHINGTON — Mafia mobster John
Roselli may have taken the secret of the
John.F. Kennedy assassination with him to
his death. He was brutally )
murdered a few weeks ago,

. his hacked-up body stuffed
into an oil drum and dump- *
ed into Miami’s Biscayne
Bay. . . de

-~
RBefore he died, Roselli
hinted to associates that he

The ruggedly handsome Roselli, a flam-
boyant mobster with underworld contacts in

| Havana, was recruited by the Central Intel:

ligence Agency in 1960 to assassinate Castro.
Te had no. authority, however, over the
underworld elements in Havana. '

They were under the loose control of
Florida's Mafia chieftan, Santos Trafficante.
His gambling enterprises in Havana had
been closed down by Casiro aftér the 1959
revolution- In fact, Trafficante had been_
Jodged for a period in a Cuban jail. an indig-
nity that didn't endear Castro to him.

o e

T 1ro.

' The word reached Roselli that some of the
plotters had been tortured and that Castro '
had learned about the whole operation. The

—

CIA called off the Roselli operation in -
“March, 1963. but recruited a Casiro associ- -
ate named Rolando Cubela to murde

_ In an impromptu, three-hour interview
with Associated Press reporier Daniel Hark-.
er. Castro indicated that he knew about the
altempts on his life and warned the U.S.
leaders also might not be safe. Thal was Sep-

knew who had arranged
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gested, whom he had recruited earlier Lo kill
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro.

By Roselli's o?.c:n account, Castro learn-
ed the identity of the underworld contacts in

Havana who had b&en trying to knock him ~

off. He believed,. not aliogether without
basis, that President Kennedy was behind
the plot. .

The Cuban leader, as the supreme irony,

decided to turn the tables and use the same
crowd lo arrange Kemnedy's assassination,
_mn.,.oa:ﬁ to Roselli's scenario. To save their
skins. the plotters lined up Lee Harvey Os-
wald to pull the trigger.

Roselli could never be pinned down on

names or details. It was also difficult 1o as- .

scss whether he knew what he was talking
about or whether he merely described what
he thought might have happened. There is
o real evidence o support Roselli's story.
Bul there are enough curious circumstances

- 1o justify telling it. Here ‘are the fascinating -

highlights. =

/

tion behind in Havana. Some of his hench-
men even managed to develop contacts in
Castro’s inner circle. These were {he people
Roselli wanted to use to knock off Castro.

But Roselli didn't have the stature inside
the Mafia to make the necessary arrange-
ments with Trafficante. So Roselli called in
his patron. the Chicago godfather Sam

“(Momo) Giancana, to deal with Traflicante.

.

As Roselli's associates tell it, he ﬁmﬂ.m:mmma

' Giancana that it would be {o their advaniage

to win the good will of the CIA. Convinced,

" Giancana flewdown (o Florida to make the

preliminary arrangements.
. \

Once Giancana and Trafficante sel it up.
Roselli used the Havana underworld to plot
Caslro's demise. Al first, they tried 1o plant
poison pills, supplied by the CIA, in Castro’s

"food. The pills would have made it appear
that he died of natural causes. When this

. failed, snipers were dispaiched to a Havana

rooftop. They were caught. R

‘WHat a way togo -

“gence, (hev alle

p .n ) - - tember 7, 1963. P
b f President Kennedy's mur- : After Trafficante made it back to his —77i— ——~.
e der. It was the same conspirators, he sug- Florida haunts, he left part of his organiza- According 1o Roselli, Castro enlisted the -

same underworld elements whom he had
caught ploffing agaist him. They supposed-
Iy were Cubans Itom 1he old Trafficante
organization. Working with Cuban, infelli-
Iy lined up an ex-Marine

sharpshoofer nam

who had been aclive in the pro-Casiro move-
ment. ‘

According to Roselli's version, Oswald"
‘may have shot Kennedy or may have acled
as a decoy while others ambushed him from
closer range. When Oswald was picked up,.
Roselli suggested, the underwerld conspira-
iors feared he would crack and disclose
information thal might lead to them. This al-
mosl certainly would have brought a mas-
sive U.S. ecrackdown on the Mafia.

So Jack Ruby was ordered to eliminate
Oswald. making it appear as an act of repris-

~al agantsl the President’s killer. At Jeast this

is how Roselli explained the tragedy in

Dallas. %



