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Murder:
By Any
Other Name

By Tom W:cker s “W

In :1960, John F, Kenned? s o
Senator running for President. No. ope
would suggest that, &8 such, of, &S
the scion aof a powerful* fzm!ly;wu

the exemplar of a new ﬂﬂiwa. ;

eration, he'had the fight to haveany~~i
ane killed," for, whatever a ;

view of life to have had sous 3

uevedtobethe national ntarest¥" .

".'This is ‘not the pecifist qnﬂﬁ"’

w!iethar any killing or any ‘Wer.
ever be justified. It is a M
. simple decency—whether outside the.

e:dgtncies and brutalities of wagtase, |~ 2

ny political personage bas:theiright; '} -8
toardartheduthptanymhﬂtm o]
~ being for the political purpoues qfﬂﬁ‘?'

person who gives the order;. 4
= It certainly has'not been utabm
beycn:l reasonable doubt thatPresi-

‘word. for which “gssassinktion”. i%

3 1:1?3“‘

apparentiy: [

_ purpose. After Jan, 20,° lﬂl. F 3
‘he was President of the United
. By virtue of that title, cin he hq i
““under any moral, religions-or efl

_‘only = ‘éuphemism—of’ n&mm
““was a subject of frequent, pointed-a8l

Ipractical discussion: in: the’ Km
_Administrati

on-—som;ﬂmu _
; President himself: "

geded. that he Knew, L. panniig Ior-
the depasition of Mr ystro, that
“gperationally down the ptkc some-
| _thing }ike this could emerge.” Thase.
who ordered the- contingency plan..
ning could. hardly have known less,
‘There is, moreover, evidence too

- fech:dn dttail to be lightly dismissed
that 'the” CJL.A. plotted with well- .
known members of the so-called Mafia

,.to, murder -Mr..Castro—the C.I.A. for

_: political purposes, ‘the other gangsters

_In_vengeance for the loss of Havana .
. as..a source of gambling profits. |

Rﬁm;d Helms, the former C.LA.
1fi‘lﬂl:tcnl’ has conceded that there may
i~ Nave been ¢ontemplation and discus-

*'fi¢" insisted node were authorized.

glea-of dssassination plots although

«wwummed Press has reported

the
). is investigating the CLA., has
the miinutes. of a high-level
Administration - meeting in

Kenmedy

;’“‘M ﬁlﬂ -has

‘when he aiﬁ-th i
thing | s at he had.
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" for example, that he Was ordered”!
_Robert Kennedy, lcti!lg undu -Jot

_ tingency pinns to degou Mr, Cutre,

may have been "conteu!ﬁrated." o
“According to an :md:sputed repntf
by Nicholas M. ‘Horrock in The New |
York Times, General Lansdale’s plan.
ning’ oaperatzons formed only one
track” what was a ‘frantie”
search by the C.LA, aftef the Bay ot
Pigs flasco for some means of elimi-
nating Mr. Castro’s leadership in Cuba.

The indisputable fact is that amy

to plan the deposition of 2

“ Jeader by clandestine’ means bas to
* take into account: the fikeli !
. the deposed political leader will B
‘killed—as, for. instance, Ngo ;
Diem was killed after '

* in a military_coup in South Vietnam. |
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,.‘ h ‘that T wasn’t 5o
b ﬂ ot mmatiun.

N‘(T;mag e JU 32 W75
Castro and the Kennedys
To the Editorz .

- 1 am sorry that 'I'ons Wicker chose
t9 rely ip his June'2 columm on the
incompleta version - of the George
Smathers oral history s printed in
Richard J. Walton’s “Cold War and
Counterrevolution.”  Had Mr. Wicker
‘checked the Smathers transcript him.

“gelf, he would have discovered that
in Senator

President Kennedv,
Smathers’ words, “finally said to me,
‘George, 1 love to have you over, I

mt you to come OVer, but I want .

todnmsamvnr.lnkatomt
to discuss things
with you, but I don’t want you to talk

“to fme any more about Cuba.’” And
question about -
and what could be done and

hur“!nmdhhe

And T remember that he took
furk and just hit his plate and"it
_ and ha said,” ‘Now, dammit,

wish you wouldn't do that. Let's
it talking about this subject.” And
said all right, it's fine with' me.
_appreciate this opportunity to come

-&iaﬂ 'é:E:

'tbrlnxupagam. And!

te npur. from all the other rea-
al and prudential,’ ‘that lfed
d Robert Kennedy to reject
the idea of assassinating Castro, it
must be remembered that both men
were deeply concerned, almost ob-
msed.thhthefat.sottheBay of
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Pigs prisoners. Nothing would have
- doomed these prisoners more , ceriainly
than  an American manpt © all

- Castro.
: | ARTHUR SCHLES!I\GER .Tr
 New York, June 3, 1975

JBTEUR OCHS SL"LZ'BERGEB
Chairman and President -
HARDING F. BANCROP!,'VM: Okammn

FAMES C. mEmhﬂ‘bw; Prosidant

SYDNEY GRUEON, Ezecutive Vice Presidend

m MATTSON, E’xacuﬁu Vice President

:qrm MCCARE, Seuwr Vice President
"JOMN MORTIMER, Sexior Vics President
JOEN D. POMFRET, Sexior Vice Pragidsnt
; ! e

' GHARLZS B, BRAKEFIELD, Vice President
mm HANDEIMAN, Vice President
" $OEN 8. HARRISON, Vice Presidend
2 }IDI-W, Vice Presidoni

':-_-m;m Secretary

te :
and visit with you, and this sub-




