Gene “oberts and the history of reporting the JFK assassination 10/20,'90

« long Style eection story in today's Washington rfost repurts Roberts' retirement
as editor of the <hilade.ph: Inquirer - at uge Y8 und arter the paper, under his cditors
ship, won 17 Pulitzer priges in 18 years. wuite an inpressive reflection of Journalistic
excellence! \The Zost's story does not indicate how wany were locul stories, the paper's
strength, but I assume that most if not all wer. local stories.)

“his reminded me of what to me is un entirely different aspect of hiu career, how
he killed a New ork “imes uecond-look at the JFK assnssination, vased oxn my second book,
in late 1966— 1905

in ]

“ou wicker, then th: Pimes' Washiniton bureau chief, read the manuseript of ny
first vook. He was inmpressed anu sunt it to Harrison Salisbuty, then I thins national
editor. when he returned it to me Wicker told me that Salisbury, too, had been inpressed.
But they did nothing, except that later, Wicker tried to encouruge VW.u.Norton to publish
it. Jorton's stalling for four months and then asking ne to reorganize it as an attack
on the government at the least implying thut the government was the assassin, is what
persuaded me to publish Whiteuvash myself.

Then + had the pnanuscript of Whitewush II, .hich did not begin as a book but as
a serieu of nagazine articles requested by a Frunch agency. L toox a curbon copy of it
to New York and went to the *imes ofi'ice, .here I asked Sulisbury to see me. «t is
ewsy to remember the day, if not the date - it was thg day the *imes fired its fauous
and widely-respected theater critic, Stanley Kauffman - and that created quite a furor!

Sp I sat for about two hours wiiting for Salisbury to get free. When he did he had
only a moment, but h: told me he'd gead it and to see him when I was nedt in New York.

I don't now rumember whether he saw me that day dar sent sonnone else out, but I
do remember clearly thut the “imes, on the basis ol Salisbury's reading of Whitewash II,
had designated four staff reporters to tulk to me and to loo« into what that book
reported. = probably have notes on this but without <rying to fina them * do reucuber
viho two ol' thue reporters were, iHoberts wna fe,fter Kihss, It is also ny recollection that
~0st of the repod‘iifu seuned disinterested. I sat w.th them und answered their yucstions.

sihss later told me that they had divided up th.: work they would do and that
Roberts was sunt to the archive:s to douole-check ny wor< there. .ccording to wihss,
he reported tiat he could not fi.d at the wreidves what I used in Whitewush II. That
sas iwpossivle for me to understund beviusc with a single, ueliber.te euception, intended
a8 a trap for the likes of mark w.ne, vho iekl {or it and plagiarized, 4 gav: the correct
arenives 1ile identification for ever docunent I used. That , according to *+4ihss, «illed
any additional “ime. look at the ofricial account of the JFK ussassination.

(and it also happened that the copy ol ftuw munuseript Saulisburg uailed back to we
never reached ne,.fhis is not the only such disappeurince of' a returned manuseript, even
of lutters relating to it, which never reached me. Une killed publication by Fischer &G,
a major Berian book publisher. Fischer wanted to published Whitewash.iM 19¢5;)

:1'ore going to the '_.\'t.mus soberts work:d for a *etroit puper. Ly recollection of

Which and of whuther or not he wus involved in its faking of a sensational picture is
not cleur. i think he was involve: in obtoining the picture but i':. not certain and I
huve no reason to believe tiwt he was involved in the fukery by airbrush. Four publi-
cations,wall, on: was an agency, af, (ot prints ol tie pieture of Us.uld in his back yard
posing .ith the wlleged ussassination rifle. One was Life ingazine. BEach of the four uses

of this picture involved uir brushing of it to wm.ie it con.istent with the then offi-
cial story. In one use even the tolescopic sight was airbrushed out so that the rif'le
appeared not to have had such a sighlmounted on it. « more self-destructive ivage of
the intergrity of american journalise is hard to itmagine, but it hapgened all Tour times!
Bach different than the others. But wy voint is whut wignt the history ol that assassi-
nation huve been if «ooerts had been of winimul honesty. That books atucks, 1002



