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in Tueaday's Record Amarican—excerpted from
“The Truth About the Assassination.” wewlypub-
lighed study by an epetcitiers reporter of the con-
troversial queations surrounding the murder of
President Heunedy, Aufkor Charles Roberts,
White Houve correspoudant for Newsiweek Mapa-
cine, woa ore of the tiwwo newsmen to fly back to
iehington on the-pline carrying the dead Presi-
it and Lyndon B, Johvson.) Here s his stary of
‘Rida back from Dollas™
*

ACK AT Parkland Hospital, Wayne Hawks,
B Whits House Chiet of Records, had hurriedty
aszembled a press “peal" of three Whits
Heuse npwsmian—a wire service man, a radin-TV
man, a magazine mar—to speed to the airport and
cover the stery aboard Air Force One for all our
s colleagites. Mearriman
Smith, of TPI, Sid Davis,
of Westinghouse, and I had
raced tc the abrpert In
ancther unmarked police
car &t speeds up to 7O

miles sn hour,

As we hoardad the
pione. which had been git-
fing in the sun for three
hours without ale condl-
tioning, I noticed tirst that
It was dark and second
thit it was suttocatingly
hot. T (id not detsct an
atmosphere of crachiing
tension, In fact. It was Hica
hursting breathlessly Into
a wake. Johnson and Ken-
nedy secrataries, thelr
faces grotesquely stresked
with mascsra, wers weep=
ine openly and audibly.
Strong Secret Service men,

CHARLES ROBERTS  slumiped Into seats In the
forward eabin, were shield-
ing their eyes from view.
Propelled by Mae Kilduff, wha had been mwait-
ing us almost as eagerly as Jobnson awaited Judge
Hughes, we pushed back into the gold-
ranm, about ridships In
the 143-foot-long 58 millien plane, Thete a grave
Lyndon Johnson was surrounded by a group of
familfar Texans—Representatives Homer Thorn-
berry, Jack Brooks and Albert Themss—and twa
va T men, strangers to me, wha had just be-
2ame, unwittingly, top members of the White
House staff, Bill D. Moyers and Jaek Valentl,
Moyers, then deputy director of the Peace Carps;
ad been In Ausztin “advancing” Kennedy's sched-
led speech there that night; he chartered a plane
end flew to Love Field. Valenti, & Houston ad man
wha cama sbasrd and flew to Washington without
even A toothhrush (“T figured if he wanted ma tn
leave he'd tell me”) had just made his first phone
cell as a Presidentinl pide. He had called Desuty
Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbach In Wash-
ington to make sure that the cath of office Katz-
enhach had dictated to a secretary & few minates
earfier was the Fresidential onth. It was—straight
out of the U. 8, Congtitution, which !s printed in
most driig stare slmanace hut was net in any hook
ard the plane.

*

Johnson greeted the tiny, &7-year-ald Judge
Hughes, Then, sesing uw, without smiling, he
culled out, anyhedy else adoard who

‘wants 1o see this tell them to ceme in'' For a few
minutes we walted. talking In whispers tarely
audible over the motraful whine of an idling jet
engine, Then O'Brien came from the bedraom eom-
partment, aft of the conlference TOOm, earrying

what we took to be a small lesther-bound Bilile

It wasn't. The book the President took his
aith of office on, T Jenrned lster, was not Ken-
nedy’s “personal Blble,” ns Manchester reports, or
& Douai (Roman Catholic] version of the Bible as
Judges Mughes surmised. but a missal—a amall
text of prayers and Catholic Masses, printed in
both Latin and English,

The failure to use a Holy Bible In fio way tnder-
eut the validity of Johnson's 36-word oath tq
“faithfully executs the office of the President . . .
tand) protect and Jdefend the Constitution of the

“JACKIE KENNEDY walked clowly into the roon
smiling faintly but fn what sppesred to be o state ol
ehack, Even the background whispering stopped ax she
stepped fooward hestitantly in her bloadspattered pink
suit and <aad st Johnson's leh side, Lady Bizd stoed

United States,” to which he added the traditiomal
phrase, “So help me Ged. However, he may be
the first U. 5. President since Theodare Roosevelt
1o take the oath without his hand on a Bible. He Is
certalnly the first Protestant President to be sworn
in on a missal. It tock just 28 seconds.

Somaone else handed Judge Hughes a copy of
the Presidential oath, typewritten. nat on an Index
card, as Manchester reports, but on a memo-sized
plece ef paper, gold-embossed with the Presidential
Saul wnd the words “Abcard Alr Force One”

*

Meoments later Jackle [-\'.!nnedf' walked siowly
into the room, smiling Zaintly tut [n what appeared
to be & stute of shock, Even the background whis-
paring stopped as she stepped forward hesitantly in
her, blood-spattered pink suit and stood st John-
son's lelt side. Lady Bird stood at nis right. The
three of them faced Judge Highes as Johneon
raised his right hand, placed his left on the missal,
and solemnly repeated the cath after the judge

Aftar he said, "So help e God," he turned and
kissed hig wife on the forehead, then turned to his
other side and gripped Mra. Kennedy's elbows In &
intherly embrace. After the second of silence that
ensusd, Mrd. Johnson clasped Jackie's hand and
said, "The whale nation’ mourns yeur husband.”
The President also tcok her hand.

Then, as Johnson furned to grasp other hands,
Pulice Chief Curry, who had stood behind him,
said to Mrs. Kennedy: “God bless you iittle lady,
but you ought to go back and lie down.” “No thanks,
I'm fine,” Jackie replied, mustering another smile.
Dryeved hut dazed, she remained in the crowded
conference room only a few minutes; few of the
witnesses 1o the cath-taking could think of any.
thing to say to her. Then she retived to the aft
compartment comtaining her hushand's caffin,
where she spent most of the two hours and 12 min-
utes of the flight back to Washington,

*

Johnson shouk A few more hands, sifll wilhout
smiling, and turned to kies the cherk of Evelyn

Lincoln, President Kennedv's cecretary, who was
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Eyewiiness Report Disputes Several Points in Manchester Book
®“As we boarded the plape . . . I did not office on was not Kennedy's ‘personal Washington, has to wait eadlessly for a
detect an atmosphere of crackling ten- Bible,' as Manchester reports , ., but a Texas judge to come and swesr in John-
sion. In fact, it was like bursting breath- missal—a small text of prayers and son. The fact is that Mrs. Kennedy had
lessly into s waice, Johnson and Kennedy Catholic Masses, printed in both Latin to wait just 20 minutes. She boarded the
secretaries were weeping openly and and English plane at 2:18, Judge Hughes boarded at
andibly. ®“He (Manchester) gives the impression 2:30 and the oath was administered at
® “The book the President ook his oath of that Jeckie Kennedy. eager to return to 2:38* H
i H
By CHARLES ROBERTS
(Laat in a seriea of six articles—chick started

at his right, The thres of then: faced Judze Hugles
a¢ Johnsen rubwd hiz right hand. pla his lelt on
the imiseal and solemnly repested the auli alter the
Judge™

standing almost directly behind him. 1 was stand-
ing behind Mrs, Lincoln. Although I am not deep-
ly religious, the words that came to miy mwouth
when 1 clasped his hand were, “God he wilh you,
Mr. President.”

At 2:41 p. m., three minutes nfter that krief
ceremaony, Johnson gave his first order as Prasi-
dent—"Now let's ger aivhorne A few Texans
serambled off the plane. With Il ather sireraft
diverted from the area, the big Presidential fan jet
was alrborne at 2:47—just 107 minutes after Ken-
nody died. It was them—after those amenitiss—
that Johnson began his sure-handed takeover of
the goverament,

During the fllght home the Sresident came
twice fo the fable where Smith and 1 were trying
to record instant history, Smitty on a horrowed,
untumiliar electrie typewriter, The first time, still
subdued and spenking just gbove a whisper, he told
us he wanted all of Kennedy's staff and Cabinet
officers to stay on—a hint of “let us continoe"
theme that he was to sound before Congress five
days later. The second time he came to nfarm o
that he would make a féw remnrks on his arrival
—the briaf *I ask for your halp—and God's" state-
ment he resd before TV camerns aiter landing at
Andrews AFB,

*

For the rest of the rip, while ihe Kenhtedy party
remained isalated in the resr compartment, LBJ
tendéd to urgent huwiness. He kepr in touch with
the White House Situation Room, manned by Me-
George Bundy, for any sign the Communist world
might Ty to exploit the tragedy at Dallas. He

Rose Kennedy, at Hyannis Port, 1o offer
condolences on the loss of her son. and Nellie Con-
nally, in Dailes, to wish her husband a full and
speedy recovery, He conferted for about 10 min-
utes with O'Brien an the Congreesional situation
confronting him.

As a generalization it ls [alr 0 say that of
those wha staved on the payroll for many months,
Mn¢ Bundy, 8 Boston Brahmin, and Larry O'Brian,
a Massachidsetts pol, were the only Kennedy staff-
ers who really functioned for Johnson during the

Turn to Page 38, Col. 1
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iakeover crisis, Both men were branded “traiters”
and "“turncoats” by the diehard Kennedy partisans
as a result, ;

Bundy's answer to this was that the Fresidency,
to which he was loyal, is bigger than any one man.
O'Brien's was more succinct: “You do what needs
to be done.” The others never seemed to forget
that Johnson had been their enemy at the Les
Angeles Democratic Convention in 18€0.

*

As another generalization, I think one could
say that Manchester, in The Death of a Presi-
dent, overplays these events—dramatic 8s they
were—for the purpose of heightened drama. For
example, he has the Secret Service in “hopeless

disorder” as a result of divided loyalties, with
Agent Emory Roberts, No. 2 man on the trip, de-
fecting to the new President. The fact here is that
at the hospital Kellerman, No. 1 man, crdered
Roberts and his 8 a. mi-to-4 % m. shift to join
the Vice Presidential detail in guarding Johnsen.

Another example: he gives the impressicn that
Jackie Kennedy, eager to return to Washington,
had to wait endlessly for a Texas judge ic come
and swear in Johnson, (“Then the full force siruck
her. An howur, she thought. My God, do I have 1o
wait an howr?”) The fact is that Mrs, Kennedy
had to wait just 20 minutes. She boarded the plane
at 2:18, Judge Hughes boarded at 2:3(, and the cath
was adininistered at 2:38, .

The truth about the assassination of Jchn F.

Kennedy is that the Warren Commissicn reached
the only conclusions that are tenable to reascnable

: , ] .—.w\.. ey

men, That iruth, extracted and distilled frem 1he
10,400,000 werds in its Hearings, is horne cut by
ihe hard, physical evidence as well as the most
credible eyewitness testimony, It is the truth, in
Early Warren’s phrase, ““as far as it can he discov-
ered.”

_ An additional truth is that the critics cf the
Commission Report have neither raised guestions
nor produced new evidence that could alter 1he
Commission’s findings if a new inguiry were under-
taken, Finally, it is true, as Britain's Lord Devlin
has observed, that “the best tribute to the sclidity
of the Report comes from its critics.” They have

labored mightily and deviously to demolish it but
have succeeded only in scratching the surface,

END OF SERIES
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